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OH,
WHAT FUN
ITISTO
CELEBRATE
CHRISTMACS!

J

JINGLE
BELLS,
JINGLE
BELLS,
JINGLE
ALL THE

._-.\'.

OHHH,
LoOKS |
PERFECT!

SHOULDN'T
ACTUALLY
BE S0
MERRY.

PO OUR
PART IN
CELEBRATING
Jesls-
SAMA'S
BIRTH
ON THIS
HOLIEST OF
DAYS.

FINALLY
DONE




(| sATANYA?
PERFECT
TIMING.

RAPHY
15 HERE .
WITH
ME...

BUT
IN JAPAN,
IT's JUsT
LIKE ANY
OTHER
EVENT,
SO T
SHOULD
BE FINE,
NO?7

usten | |
weL! |

No
one
cares
about
that!!

Do
you
have
any
idea =
what ‘
today

ist?

ccccccc

I £
Christ’s
birthday!!




Wwe’ll

have a NORE
strategy THAN
meeting EVER,
on how IT'S OUR
hest_tn / ' fﬁf?},{f
wtrl:gy / ] FEAR IN
masses!! Al PEOPLE!!

CAN'T GO
AROLUND
ENJOYING

A DAY LIKE

TSuLil

CBEEP). 5

/i

THIS 1S
REALLY

GETTING

INTER-

ESTI—I

MEAN...

—
Imn-mm...
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VIGNETTE!?

e

v
i

S
it

i

o
ERE

e

o

e
e

LET'S
PEMON
CONFER-
ENCE!!
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--CHRISTMAS'.




SATANYA!

MERRY
CHRIST-
MAg!

THAT'S

RIGHT, IT'S
A  SATANYA- CHRISTMAS,
MERRY SAN. OF COURSE.

e

MERRY
CHRIST-
MAS!!




LLANPMY Now

PLANTO SHE'S

MAKE HER' ooy IN THE
ENJOY YSRGS CHRISTRES

CHRISTMAS (W MOOZ™

/5 A GO! wERE

O c\mé"'“’““:"

7N
[l |

|/ 4

e |E i rrome
| S92 || commve G LA
excireo || Tomer [ A\ HNT Yeamna...
asour || senses!! | |

THIS! !

THAT'S I
TRLE. |

1 FEEL AS L ' TODAY

THOUGH : 15 A BIG
I'M FOR- 70l EVENT,

AFTER

SOMETHING
IMPORTANT,




THERE'S
A CERTAIN SA-
COSTUME TANYA-
FOR WHAT SAN.
ONE MIGHT
CALL THE
LEAD ROLE
ON CHRIST-
MAS. CARE

J-JUST

THAT'S THE DAY
CORRECT, WHEN WE
VIGNE- EAT OUR

CHRISTMAS |

CAKE AND
RAPHY THROW
/1?7 APARTY,
RIGHT!?

.\ TO TRY IT

ALL,

YOU'RE THE
oBviOoUS |
CHOICE
FOR THE

LEAD ROLE,

SAN!

Tymrg LET'S

GET You
{ IMACE |- CHANGED
| THAT SANTA

QUICKLY!
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CAN'T
| You Just
[aj FEEL THAT
E UNIQUE

I CAN...

WBEING
- INTTHIS :
- COSTUME.?

/1 DON'T X

FEEL
MUCH

| LIKE THE

LEAD

o MUST BE ypy,
ACUT

...BUT

LOOKS |
MORE LIKE |
SOMEONE
PLAYING
THE LEAD.




b
HAVEN'T
PECO-
RATED
THE
CAKE

THIS CAN I

WiLL PECORATE
BE THIS

FUN. HOWEVER

I PLEASE

7TIME TO

/SMATIC
SENSE OF
PESIGN!!

PHEW.-

| TR b,";i
\‘a'.’ -'.*fli &l

WHIPPED
CREAM!!
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SHOULD
WORK...

S
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. v
BETTER 2 " % COME TO ---
DISTRACT ' e
HER : IT, E';ODAY
AGAIN... I s

rm
| our oF
|oPrI0NS

WOULDN'T
THE CAKE
LOOK COOL AS
HECK IF YOU
COVERED IT IN
CHOCOLATE
FROSTING?

I
TOTALLY
wouln!
CAN 117




BLACK
SFPECIAL

/1S COM-

THE
SPECIAL
SATANYA

WORRIED
HOW IT
MIGHT

TURN OUT

W-WELL,

NOW THAT
WE'VE
PREPARED,
LET'S GIVE
GAB A
CALL.

COUNT

YOU CAN
ON ME TO
PRODUCE

RS
e
-
;

A
S

CELEBRATE
THE BIRTH
OF OUR
LORD!




You
CAN'T
TELL?
IT'S THE
SPECIAL
ADVANCE
SATANICHIA
TWiST!

THAT'S A
DIFFER-
ENT NAME
FROM
BETORE.

GABRIEL
ARRIVES







D DD DD T

WAaNT 70

WORSH/P
AN ANGEL
LIKE HER?

BUT YOU'VE
ALREADY
GOT ACTUAL
EMISSARIES
OF HEAVEN

N |To usuer

TOO

WE

= COoLD
REALLY FOR A
OUGHT E SHRINE
(= TO GO, §

VISIT...

{ THOUGH.

\ LET'S

JusT
STAY
HOME

IT'S
MEANT |

IN THE
NEW
YEAR ON

HUMANS
SHOULD
BRING THEIR
OFFERINGS

HERE AND |
PRAISE ME. )







I'M
QUITE

| EXCITED
M 1 - | FOR OUR
LOOKING o NEW
FORWARD Bl |/ YEAR'S
TO SEEING 8 : [ I\ CHRINE
WHAT IT'S = ; el B VICIT.
LIKE. 13 | e

. VISITING
THE HOME
OF FOREIGN
GODS HAS
AN AIR OF
CORRUPTION
TO IT...

LOCKS
LIKE
SATANYA

THE COLD
FOR HER.




wive N\
You SUAN
WEARING
THAT!?

\ DON'T LIKE
THE COLD,
THEN WHY
ARE YOU
WEARING
THAT!?

THROUGH
My
RESEARCH,
T LEARNED
THAT ONE
IS MEANT
TO WEAR
A KIMONO
ON A NEW

YEAR'S
SHRINE
VISIT.

THAT'S A [l “\
YUKATA
ROBEI‘
THOUGH!!




WHERE
pip You
wHaT's BUY NO, IT
ok THER 177 THAT's 1BNT-
pozl RETURN WHAT Yo
GET POLICY WEAR TO
W b SUMMER
FESTIVALS.
I WAS
DECE/VED
\. 7%
\ i
| -1;

..;:',y

F ooy

HUH?
THIS
ISN'T A
KIMONO 5 |

r? (1
1l

i

THEY

WERE T
SELLING ‘
ITAS
ONE!!

THINGS
OFF
THERE.

I RATHER
- ENJOY THE
ENERGY
SHE
BRINGS.

gt
e

THE HELL &
SHOPPING
= Iﬂ'ﬁ?ff

YOU'LL
o CATCH A
| | COLD WEAR-
1 ING THAT,
S0 GO BACK
HOME AND
CHANGE,




I

TRUE...

LET'S BE WOW.
CAREFLIL o

NOT TO | MANY
GET SEP- | PLOPLE.

ARATED.




. ENDING S

IF YOoUu'D
TAKEN
THREE

SECONDS

LONGER TO

RESCUE ME,
I'D HAVE

BLOWN MY

HORN.

RIGHT. a

YOU RING

PON'T
ERING

SOME~-
THING S0
PANGER-
OUSTOA
| PLACE OF
CELEEBRA-
TION ANC
WORSHIP




=1ej

PRAYING , SADLY,
WOUILD e ||| £ pave
DO ME NO gut... ||| No 6o
GO0D. “* [|| 1o PrAY

TO.




IS WAY
TOO
MUCH!!

ACTUALLY
ON THE
VERGE OF
CALLING
DOWN A
HEAVENLY
HOST OF
ANGELS TO

[ WE WERE

you TWO
AREN'T
PRAYING
RIGHT...

Goor
THING YOU
STOFPFPED.
PEOPLE
WERE
ABOUT TO
PANIC!

THAT'S NOT
TRUE. THE
NEW YEAR
COMES WITH
A WHOLE
BUNCH OF
EVENTS.

REALLY

YEAR?
S0 THE
NUMBER
ON THE

CALENDAR

TICKS

NO-
NG G

CHAN-




EW YEAR'S
CALLIGRAPHY,
BADMINTON,
PIN THE
FEATURES
ON THE

NOT
BALLS—
BiLLs. IT'S
A TRADITION
WHERE KIDS
RECEIVE
MONEY
FROM
ADLLTS.




SRR ?45:8%
R

LOTS OF
PEOPLE.

e |

NIKg
C&RIND

I'LL
Just
RECEIVE
A LITTLE
BIT OF
GOv's
LUCKY
PROTEC-
TION.

you're N,
nor A8

&




HANDING
SOME-
THING
out
OVER |
\ THERE! /

CHEATING.

TICKET
REVOKED.

My
SEVEN
M/ILLION
YEN!!

PLEASE,
HAVE
SOME.




PRINK UP
BEFORE
IT COOLS
OFF.

YOU'D BE

FORCIBLY
RECALLED
TO HEAVEN
FOR
WINNING
THAT
MONEY.

You
THINK I'M
GETTING
OVER
LOSING
SEVEN
MILLION
YEN JUST
LIKE
THAT?

S/GN: YASLILN! SHRINE

MARADBDNDIN

EXCUSE
ME, WHAT
PO You
CALL THIS
DRINK?







WHAT'S
GOING

\\\\\\\\I Il Hh'/////

N\ /
N Z
N sHE'S ?
= DRUNK

Q

NN




[ QORRY
| FOR BEING

I AGREE,

BUT I THINK \d
YOU NEED SUCH A
TO TAKE IT STICK ‘N

EASY FOR A THE MUD

MINUTE. AND ALL...

«BUT

NOW, WE'VE
GOTTA HAVE
COME FUN
BRINGING

IN THE
NEW
YEAR.

NOT A
CHANCE!

I'M HERE
TO GET
EVERYONE

PUMPED |




USHER
ITININA
BlG WAY

WITH

THIS.

LET'S
START
THE NEW
YEAR
COUNT-
DOWN!

THINGS
HAVE
SURE

GOTTEN

LIVELY




NO

MORE
AMAZAKE
FOR You.




i " o I;
TNATURALLY, T ||

- —FOR smww-- |
E , | 7S POSE.

AND
THERE'S
ALSO
THE
FACT...




APPARENTLY,
THIS IS\THE
SORT, OF
CHARISMATIC
POSE SHE
| WANTS...

= g

i
§HL|| |

i b .#THATMV
| MPARTNER
hoo |

7 MEAN,
| EveryoNE / \\

NELSE
JUST

- IT'S AWFULLY
EMEAREAEE!NG

LA I‘L/KE
TH/S
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{ I CAN'T LET
MYSELF BE

'\\\- A 'M
T¥/| JUST NOT

CONSTRAINED FEELING
..BUT BY CONVEN- Nou
REALLY, TIONS! ciARIgEA
NUDE

e YOU'RE HERE.

THE

PRES|- THIS ~
DENT. POSE IS
ORD I = ) ,/’/ .
NARY!? A

I HAVE

MY
PRIDE
.80 AS AN
B ARTIST
MAKE
ANY COM-
PROMISES
WHEN IT
COMES TO
MY WORK.

o d CAN
TELL THAT
KURLM/-
ZAWA-SAN
/S REALLY

ABOUT HER
WORK.




BUT I CAN
AT LEAST
COME UP
WITH A
COOL POSE
OF MY
OWN...

g
7/ No
way I'm
STRIPPING,

b




AS
LONG AS
SHE ISN'T
TOO MUCH

OF A
NUISANCE

[

LANDING
SATANYA

AS HER

PAR’TW R —

JusT
A |
I'M  LITTLE

MAKING BIT
SOME- MORE. [ jgu
THING i

GOOD




N
YOUR
POSE
JUsT
DIDN'T
INSPIRE
ME,
PRESI-
DENT.

_HAVE TO GET_
[KLiRLMI ZAWA-
SAN INVESTED
acaNn. |




SHOULD

NOT ADP e a1

SOME-

NG SORTS N

TO THE
Dom.C  SUPPLY

ROOM.

THE ART

ABOUT
WE ADD
SOME
PROPS?

CHECK
THE
SUPFPLY
ROOM
AND BE
R/IGHT
BACK!!

WHAT
=Ty

COME
| HERE,
PRESI-
DENTH!

I FOUND :
SOME- [

THING  [—
GREATH [Ei




SHOULD
WORK

HE'S NOT |
WEARING
ANYTHING,
WHICH 1S
\ PERFECT!

I'LL
MAKE
SURE

THE
FACE IS
YOURS!




UMM

IDON'T ™
THINK
THAT'S
A GOOD

‘‘‘‘‘‘
=

S0
THAT'S
HOW
ITIS.

YOU CAN
ADMIT IT.

YOUR
CHOICE OF
STATUE
ISN'T THE
PROBLEM
HERE!
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NEVER GET.
FINISHED AT
THIS RATE...

WILL
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'u'u\..--m\l\\ ey %

w R

r?'DPAY 'S4 A
WFFEREN 8

I GE?" ?0
SLACK OFF

80 SLUGGISH

AS MuayAsﬂ THAT MY, EOPY“*-\M
~ 4T wmr..f —| RerFusesTO .

MOVE...!!

/SSUE
IS,..

WELL...
FAILING
THE TEST
ISN'T' MY MAIN
CONCERN...

7
'ANp tllBgMﬂSE
Cﬂﬂ' ING /—_—“‘\ WE HAVEQ
_ CLAsS \FINAL

= N
—MEANS TODAY!L;




. SUPPLEMENTARY
LESSONS.

Y eyerios NO, IT'S.. ms. ;@ sc
CETTING ALOST || UNTHINKABLE!! _———DURING
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How're

you so
calm
about
this!?

—f-.:TMMM.WMT,T_,...”./

THE
‘! TEST'S

ABOUdT TO
START!!

ki

'

e ——]

I DON'T
FEEL
GOOD
TODAY.
STAY-
ING
HOME.

= = =)

HERE'S
SOME-
THING

WORTH

KNOWING.

W Gabriel.
= 4| You're
staying
home
because
you're
scared of
getting
lower
scores
than me,
right?




So what's
going to
happen if
you fail
those,
huh?

English
and
math
finals
today.

—

Sun-
glasses
over
spring
break.
Sounds
like an
unimag-
inably
unspeak-
able...

(#HAS FIRST-
HAND EXPE-
RIENCE)




Go on.
Stay
home if
you're
okay
with

that.




R ;
sse

DIVINE
PAS-

THAT'S NOT| /
AN OPTION | |
NOW. /| |
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THIS BELONGS
To You,

\ GABRIEL! /







Not

detecting i

any Iss_uas
hazard- with
ous sub-

oHygen
levels

stances

~

»| beloved
|| creature (=




raise the
canine’s
danger
level to

The
human
world...
| can't
get
careless

down
here.

Without

this
special suit Th-
of armor that
from was
heaven, nearly
| might the
have been end...
a goner

7 HOW

LONG
HAVE I
DREAMED
OF THIS
MOMENT?

e

\

\

'|

PP
\"‘pj

i (?0.? X

GO AND
FIND MY
ESTEEMED

TENMA-
SENPAI!

o
i

/

How-
ever...
I’'m
finally
here.




Nl ¥ even Hf/?‘#\
NO SLEEP
LAST NIGHT,
| 7over-
CAME MY
WEAKENED
Bopy's
CRIES AND
MADE IT
70 THE
VENDING
MACHINE.

ALL THIS
w4y, 50
GIMME
SOME-
THING.
ANYTHING.

Tk

1SU

LM,
EXCLISE

COULD T
ASK YOU A
QUESTION?

SPRING
BREAK'S
OVER,
THE NEW
TERM'S
STARTED




FIRST,
you
GOTTA
ANSWER
SOME OF | .~
MY QUES-} "~

| ARE THE

SECOND-
YEAR
CLASS-
ROOMS?

PERFECT

TIMING,
THEN.

LEND ME
SOME
DOUGH?



ASKING

e OR /S
TV TLL ...HEY. THIS COM- IsN'T SOMEONE
([ PAY RELAX. PLETELY THAT A YOH ONLY
\ ORDINARY LITTLE ~ JHST
HERE IN RLDEI? MET FOR
e THE HUMAN MONEY
WORLD..,?

e N e

A
= THIS =
s/THAa-
T?ON.._._ :

ONCE 1
WIN THE
ROULETTE
IN THE
VENDING
MACHINE.




I

— | BELIEVE
LA THIS 1S
e L e

MASSES
-\am.x.. 8
|

G

‘

.. THIS -
GIRL IS
WEARING
HEAVY .
EYELINER, |}
AND HER -

'HEAVEN AN

,},‘o\,!. i

REGIS-
TERING
THIS IND/-
WedAaL AT

RUN INTO
TROUBLE
WITH A DE-
LINQUENT
JUST
AFTER
ARRIVING




GAB-
CHA-
AAN.

OHH,
KILLER
TIMING.
You
WERE

LATE
| GETTING
A BACK, S0
I CAME | |
TO FIND §
You.

= [ poN'T NO?
TAPLIS RE"QEL':';BW
AHH. IT's L "fp"g:f'
COMING
BACK T0 1 ﬁi‘g‘{fg‘_
ME NOW. [ T




NOT FALL
70 THE

o ONLY
HAVE
THIRTY
YEN ON
HAND
RIGHT
NOow!?!!




-

SEEING

I HAVEN'T YOUR
YET HAD FACE,
THE HONOR SHIRAHA-
OF SEEING SENPAL.. IT WAS

YOUR FACE,
TAP-CAAN |

J 1T ReaLLY||| You, so
5 | I DECIDED

| [
| .
o
{
b, .:. i
s
Ny ki f
s hy i .
/ kT g
- o T T
- - S W e af
% Sl ;,.ui.
S e X
P
NN :
5 i




DANGERS
| LURK HERE
~7 IN THE
HUMAN
WORLD!
SHELTER
AGAINST
EVERY
STORM,
THEY

sAY!

il anvway?

WHY

ARE YOU

WEARING
THAT
THING

Gu
(6T ReTCH)

4
i
J -
)
i

it

W

T8 ot s i e

YES.

I SIMPLY
HAD TO
ATTEND

THE SAME
SCHOOL

AS

TENMA-
SENPALI!

A,

ARE YoU
ATTEND-

ING THIS
SCHOOL
TOO, TAP-




UP IN

HEAVEN,
SHE
WAS AN
ANGEL
AMONG
ANGELS!
’#ﬂfﬁ | <] BEAUTIFLL,
ANYTHING, pikapny
T WANTED FLAWLESS
TO BE e MODEL
AROUND L il STUDENT!
ONCE :
MORE! 0{ /
ON THAT\
NOTE,
I WAS
ACTUALLY
SEARCH-
ING FOR
TENMA-
SENPAI'S
\ CLASS-
ROOM.

: A
| WAS
EMBROILED
IN A NASTY
ENCOUNTER
WITH A
2\ DELIN-




e e

e S
S

=
S

I WiLL
STRIVE TO
REFORM
THIS
LosT
SOUL.

FU
Fll.

IT WAS

SHOCKING, |

I TELL YOU,
SHOCKING,
TO MEET
WITH SLICH
TROUBLE
UPON
ARRIVING
ON EARTH







=l TIE™ 7 é

= = m: .

i\ GIRL IS
\ TENMA-
| seneal
’?

WHAT
EXACTLY
DOES
BEING
| rALLEN"




IT
MEANS
AN ANGEL
| WHOSE
L1 ONLY GOAL
-' IN LIFE IS

TO BE A

SHUT-IN
WHO PLAYS
VIDEO
GAMES

A

S,
S

e
£

YOU'D
| BETTER
HLUIRRY UP
| aND FIND
| | soMEONE
| eLse TO
\ ADMIRE....




«AND TURN
YOU BACkK
INTO THE

WONPERFUL

SENPAI YOU

WERE UP IN

HEAVEN!!

| :

NOW THAT
THAT'S
DECIDED,
I NEED TO
THINK OF
A WAY TO
| AcHIEVE
| My GoAL.
| Paroon
ME!

MY, MY. \
THIS
HAS

[~ ) TURNED

g INTO

QUITE

WHY'D
THINGS
HAVE
TO TURN
ouTt
LIKE
THIS?




WILL SHE
EVEN BE
ABLE To
, SURVIVE






COULD HAVE
CAUSED
TENMA-

SENPAI TO

BECOME

MusT
HAVE
BEEN A
CONCRETE
TRIGGER. [\

CAPABLE
OF
TURNING




LUXURIES
OF THE
HUMAN
WORLD...
. WOLILDN'T
BE ENOUGH
TO TURN
TENMA-
SENPAI
BAD.

ANY
GUESSES
AS TO
WHO
THEY
couLp
BEY

S0 A

DEMON
- TENMA- st

SENPAI'S  LaVE
FALLI  BeeN
BEHIND




SCHOOL,
MAKE
SURE...

...You
COME
; TO OLR
e cLASS-
4 ROOM.
MEETING
BETWEEN
You

TWO.

[




WITHIN

\ o

b .

/S FOR
TENMA-
SENFAI!




GOING
ON...?

S570FP
HIPING!
SHOW
YOUR-

SELF!

HEH

HEH...

WHAT
THE
HECK?
WHY
WON'T
THIS
OPEN!?

S
R

A
o

VERY
WELL.
BEHOLD:,

SEnasaa
R

S
- ,







YOU'RE
SEARCH-
ING FOR
WHOEVER
EROUGHT
ABOUT
GABRIEL'S
FALL,

BROUGHT

BECAUSE T /|
WAS SURE |

/IT'e BE
FLN...

HYDKDJ
CFEFR WONPER
HOW IT'S

GO'ING' e

\_




PURL
CSHAKED

I'LL
REWARD
YOU FOR
COMING
THIS FAR.

LISTEN
WELL.

...ME!

SATA-
NICHIA
MCDOWELL
KURUMI-

ZAWA!!




TENMA-
SENPAI
ISN'T THE
TYPETO
GIVE UP
WITHOUT
A FIGHT!!

PURL g \

LEGION!

YES,
SHE
wAs

gy MY
HAND!

SHE WAS
POWERLESS
BEFORE MY

DEVILISH

MOVES.

DEFEATED
INSTANTLY.

BEHOLD
THE
MIGHT
OF MY
| PEVILISH
. MOVES. /




g

HER
DRESS
LIKE THIS
WAS A
SIMPLE
AFFAIR!

A
MAKING

| GABRIEL

BECK AND
CALL...

7

WHATL

A ONCE-
MeHTY 29
you
CHILD 1Nk
of Gop, THIN
LAID Tt
LOW.

IlFI],gd’j’/ I.
Z
=

~
\)

\\}.\\ L1y

;

ARE
You
PES-
PAIRING,
SEEING
YOUR
GREAT
SENPAI
LIKE
THIS?




I'LL BE

CONFIS-
CATING
THAT
. PHOTO
ix:
.
2

o
=

e

B PON'T
COME TO CeN GET THE
THINK INE )\ weowe
OF IT, hii) ) IDEA!
I'VE GOT
ANOTHER
PICTURE.

e
Sl
=

You
DON'T
REALLY




ENOUGH
DECEIT.

EXPLAIN
YOUR-

LEAVE IT
T0 YOUR
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SR

o
e

0 EHE HADP
,:_q, Guwm TE’!’.“A—
? -Q/fsfﬁmf

THOSE
SORTS. OF
THING& T

-

GABRIEL
IS A PAWN
DANCING IN
THE PALM
OF My
HAND...!!

e« R

DEFILING
SENPAI'S
PURE BODY
WITH SUCH '
SINFUL
ACTS...!!
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++TRANSLATION NOTES'

COMMON HONORIFICS

no honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without
permission or reason, addressing someone in this manner would
constitute an insult.

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for
politeness, this is the fail-safe honorific.

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of
the speaker is lower than that of the addressee.

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or
familiarity. Occasionally used by older men among their peers, but it may
also be used by anyone referring to a person of lower standing.

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in
reference to girls; also used in reference to cute persons or animals of
either gender.

-senpai: A suffix used to address upperclassmen or more experienced
coworkers.

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level
professionals.

GENERAL
One hundred yen is roughly equivalent to one US dollar.
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In Japan, the first shrine visit of the new year is known as
hatsumoude. As Vignette says, traditions like this are intended to
help start the year off right, which is why millions of people flock to
popular shrines all over the country during the New Year's holiday.

PAGE 28

In the original Japanese, Satanya's confusion regarding the

"New Year's Bills" is due to her unfamiliarity with the practice of
otoshidama. Otoshidama is a gift of money that children typically
receive from parents and relatives during New Year's. Satanya's
misinterpretation is understandable, though—the word can also be
read as "ball drop".

PAGE 31

Gabriel and friends are ringing in the new year at Yasukuni Shrine,
established in Tokyo in 1869 to honor the spirits of those who died in
service to the Emperor of Japan. It attracts millions of visitors annually
and hosts various celebrations throughout the year.

Takoyaki are fried octopus dumplings commonly sold at food stands
in Japan. They're easy to eat with one hand, so they make for a great
snack while walking around at a festival.

Amazake is a sweet traditional drink with very low- or no-alcohol
content made from fermented rice.
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This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the product
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