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...DON'T
REMEMBER
ME, HUH?



Chapter 43: Shio






Wash It
All Away
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...BEFORE

I STARTED
LIVING HERE.




S0IFI
KNEW You
BEFORE...

WAKA

«.ARE YOU
MESSING
WITH ME?

W, [l 50RRY. N




you
REALLY
PON'T

bl REMEMBER

ME, HUH?

MAYBE
INSTEAD You
COULP TELL

ME YOUR

NAME?




you CALLED
ME ‘WAKA"
EARLIER...
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LIKE,
REALL?’

s, ARE ?Osut‘r’
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REALLY? ssagmoﬁs‘?
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CALLED
ME SHIO.

IF
You PON'T
MIND, COULP
You TELL
ME SOME




BUT IN
RETURN...
HUH?

1
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I HoPE
IT WAS
OKAY THAT
I CLOSEDP
LP EARLY.
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AND
WHAT’S
WITH THIS
PLACE?!
IT'S %0
coLp!

Mmuu-—

B

I WANNA
SEE MOUNT

I THOVGHT

WAS GoNNA
Go VUPHILL
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+
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8uT
How OLD
1S SHE?

IS IT OKAY

THAT SHE'S

HERE ALL 8Y
HERSELF?
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...yYou

I WENT TO

CHECK ouT SUPDENLY

THE SHOP DISAPPEARED,
INSIDE, 2%

Y'KNOW?

n
s 7
c I 'SeE.
-
//W//[ /! )
oW THANK //,// //f | Li\‘b .

EMBAR-

b GOODNESS. / ﬂ

”—'—WI

I JusT
ASSUMED...
I GUESS.










Chapter 44: Me?




IT's TOO
LATE TO
GET HOME
TONIGHT?/

T'LL
JUST KILL
TIME UNTIL
MORNING ok
AT A PARK
THAT,
OR SOME- P e
THING.

WON'T BE
RUNNING

¢
‘%\ ANYMORE.

1F ) LEAVE
NOW.

I OIPN'T
REALIZE
SHE CAME
FROM 50
FAR AWAY.




AS
LONG AS
YOU CALL
HOME TO
LET THEM

KNOW

WHY DON'T
YOU STAY THE
NIGHT AT MY

I'LL HELP
EXPLAIN TO
YOUR FAMILY




UH...
IT'S SHIORI
MEHIKARI
CALLING.

LS
THE HEAD
MATRON

I'LL
BE BACK
BY NOON

TOMORROW!

I PROMISE!

YES,
UMM...
A FRIEND
SAYS 1
CAN STAY
OVER
AT HER
HOUSE
TONIGHT.




READY
FOR
PINNER?

SURE!
LET'S GET
IT READY!




19
THAT KNIFE
CUTTING
OKAY?




.PORK.| |||
|

po
You LIKE
PORK OR
CHICKEN
BETTER?




XY

WAIT, DON'T
TOUCH IT OR
ANYTHING.

NOCO, THE
STAIN WILL
SPREAD!

TAKE
THAT OFF
ANPD GIVE
IT TO ME.

WE HAVE
TO TREAT
THE STAIN.

THE COLOR
FROM CURRY
WON'T COME
OUT LATER/

We'RE ABOVT
T0 EAT.
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AN
| \ ...ARE
\.A MAINLY
\\ MADE UP
\ Q , OF OlIL,
; PROTEIN,
V AND

PIGMENTS.  sugpy
STAINS...

WE’LL
START
WITH
THE OIL
PORTION.




( T '\'tf

6 ‘ |
W/f




CLEANING
CLOTHES
15 MY JOB
AND ALL.




AFTER ALL
THAT WORK
MAKING IT
TOGETHER...

o o | IT SIMMER

1gy
SMELLS
LIKE
SOME-
THING'S
BURN-
ING....

FOR TOO

‘a2

IS
STILL...
REALLY
Yummy.

I
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THEN I
FEEL READY
TO TAKE ON

THE NEXT
PAY.

EVERY
DAY AFTER

IN THE HOT
SPRING FOR
A MENTAL
RESET.










HOW WE
KNOW EACH
OTHER.

I KIND OF
FORGOT.

WE
HAVE NEW
MEMORIES

TO CONNECT

US NOW. THAT

SEEMEPD LIKE
ENOUGH.

THAT'S
RIGHT.

. I GoT TO
¥ SPEND 50

N MUCH TIME
/ WITH You
TODAY.

!

\
\

\

PIDN'T
YOU WANT
TO ASK?







THEY
ONLY LET
Us BORROW
IT WHEN WE
GO OUT.

SHIO, THAT
PHONE...

THERE'S

SOME OF MY
PHOTOS...
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Chapter 45: | Thought It Was Awfully Cold

RIS T T e




WEARING
A SCHOOL
LUNIFORM?!

— THAT'S YOUR
TAKEAWAY?




POES
THIS MEAN
WE WERE
NEIGHBORS,

NOT
REALLY.

..AND
HELPED
TAKE CARE
OF ME.




=
=—THEHEAD=
=——MATRON=

=THERE=

RIGHT
AFTER WE
TOOK THIS
PHOTO...

..YOU
HAD TO BE
HOSPITALIZED,
AND I NEVER
GOT TO SEE

You AGAIN.




BUT
I GUESS
AT SOME
POINT...
...AND
FULFILLED
YOUR DREAM
OF GETTING
INTO THIS You

JOB.

I
SUPPOSE
I musT

HAVE.




..L HAVE
TO BE

HOSPITALIZED

TOO.

.50, 50
SCARED,

..BUT

=

BEEN...

PRETTY

AND...
I HAVE
TO GET

SURGERY...
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I'M SO GLAD
I GOT TO SEE
You AGAIN...
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I'M sTILL
SCARED...
ABCOUT THE
...BUT SURGERY...
I'M GOING
TO GET ALL
BETTER. JUST
LIKE YOU,
WAKA.
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WHAT 15
IT, 5HIO?




A GosH, t \

THESE
I LIKE ] ARE
e TONE supze
' MUCH, THE
Sonn on DIDN’T HRDARINS
THE RIDE

HOME

BE CAREFUL
OF THE JUICE
WHEN You
EAT THEM.
Tl
STAIN YOUR \ B ’ é
CLOTHES " S
0 C
& N

PON'T RUN
WHEN You
NEED TO
CHANGE
TRAINS,

\_/ z



NN\

ONCE
I'M ALL
BETTER...

.CANT
COME BACK
TO VISIT
YOU HERE
IN ATAMI?




OF
COURSE.




TO SEE
— “-.r"'? ME...
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I PON'T

KNOW...

IPEA WHO I

..B8UT

: THAT
VERSION

OF ME
DEFINITELY
EXISTED IN
THE PAST.

I HAVE NO

Usep 1o
BE...

IT's
A WEIRD
FEELING.

71







E s = WHAT

—% = MADE YOU
i ' DECIDE TO
= START A
BUSINESS
HERE?

1
1
4%
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I
THOUGHT
IT WAS
AWFULLY
CoLp,

NO
WONPER...

COPIFI
STAY oUT
HERE TOO




I DON'T
FEEL LIKE
I NEED
= TO KNOW
{VCW;% EVERYTHING.

NOT YET, ==
AT LEAST,. =

1

... ANOTHER
DAY OF WORK
e = = = 16 WAITING FOR
g ME TOMORROW.
. — —:;-;—‘——MAA—E; — == = =




Chapter 46: Of Course It Is!
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i
j.lﬁ.h

CAREFUL
ON THE
wAY
HOME!

e
S0 LIVELY

HERE AFTER
SCHOOL.

ANP You
THINK
IT ISN'T
PURING
CLASSES?




SCHOOLBAG
LOOKS QUITE
WORN, EVEN
THOUGH
HE'S IN A
YOUNGER
GRADE.

OH, THAT'S
PROBABLY A
HAND-ME-

WELL...

WHAT'S
upP, Miss
KINME?

LIKE WHEN
AN OLPDER
SIBLING OR
COUSIN HANDS
POWN THEIR
S5CHOOLBAG?

COH,
HEY.

THAT
REMINDS
ME!




couLp you
POTENTIALLY
HANDLE THAT
TYPE OF
SCHOOLBAG?

SHE'S
GRATEFUL
THAT SHE

GOT THE BAG
FOR FREE, BUT
SHE'S WORRIED
HER DAUGHTER
MIGHT BE
DISAPPOINTED
IF IT'S TOO
SCRATCHED
ALL OVER.

IF
POSSIBLE,
SHE'D LIKE
TO GET IT

CLEANED
uP.

SEE, MY
COUSIN'G
DAUGHTER

I ABOUT TO
START FIRST
GRADE IN
APRIL.

SHE GOT
A HAND-ME-
DOWN FROM
A RELATIVE,

BUT IT'S
APPARENTLY
PRETTY
BATTERED.

you
MEAN
THOSE
ONES?




VISUALIZING

REALLY?!
THEN
couLp you

ITs A
FIRST...

A GENERAL
IPEA OF WHAT
IT MIGHT
ENTAIL...IN

SHE POESN'T
NEED IT UNTIL
THE SPRING,
50 You CAN
TAKE YOUR
TIME.

/
(S
.
JUST DO .
WHAT You S\
CAN, You _ \-M
KNOW? SO

WHAT?
HOLP ON,
ISTILL
HAVEN'T-




THINK
ABOUT WHAT
IT WOULP MEAN
IF YOU FIGURE
IT OUT.

4

233
5NNCWH
9 W W

-I8B 0k

T30

zZ E3WZ

Oﬂ55k0

DOEsLM
2I¥yu
FFLQ0
zJIQ

QM




IT'Ss STAINED
ANP SCLIFFEDP
ALL OVER.

V

Il

7
1




My Jos THAT

Z,;f :5%? MEANS THIS
OF THOSE ON 15 FILLED WITH

TO THE NEXT

MEMORIES...

\ SIX YEARS OF

THE .
PREVIOUS P

OWNER.
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WAPPENED
1[-0 BE N THE

NEIGHBOR-
o0oPs, wooP-
SORRY TO
INTERRUPT.

Ms.
AN?!

tow
LONG HAVE
YoUu BEEN
THERE?!

HMMM, YOou
USE YOUR
PALM FOR
THAT?

I'VE NEVER
HANDLED THIS
KIND OF BAG
BEFORE, 50 T
HAVE TO TRY
THINGS OUT
ANP HOPE
FOR THE
BEST.

THE
SURFACE
OF THE BAG
IS UNEVEN,
AND THERE'S
ALOT TO
COVER.

I THOUGHT

IT MIGHT WORK

BETTER TO SPREAD

THE COMPOLIND

BY HAND FIRST, N

INSTEAD OF WITH [\
A BRUSH OR :
SOMETHING.




\ S
\ oW
\\\\\ N
el
ONCE I
APPLY THE
COMPOUNP
ALL OVER...
..I RUB |
THE GRIME
SOUNDS OUT OF THE i
LIKE A NOOKS AND ]
PAINSTAKING CRANNIES ‘ =
PROCESS. WITH A ( I
BRUSH. o~
A . —
\\ s
\. :
WELL,
SEE You
. ARGUND.

...SHOULD
TAKE CARE
OF THE
GRIME.
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Goop
EVENING,
REMY.




WHAT'S UP, | L
WAKANA?




THE ONES
THAT ALL THE
KIPS HERE

SCHOOL-
BAGS, HUH?

AFTER I
REMOVEP
THE GRIME,
I WASHEP
THE BAG IN
WATER AND
LET IT PRY IN
THE SHAPE
FOR A FEW

PAYS.

PROCESS
WAS NO
PROBLEM.

BUT NOW
AN'T I'M NOT SURE
vgu Use HOW T SHOULP
YOUR USUAL PEAL WITH THE
SPOT-DYEING PISCOLOREP

TECHNIQUE?




BUT
THE PYES
I USUALLY
USE FOR
SPOT DYEING
AREN'T
SUITEP FOR
THAT.

FOR
PLACES
LIKE THE
CUSH-
IONING
ON THE
BACK...
...I NEED
TO APPLY
COLCOR
OVER WIPE
AREAS AS
EVENLY AS
POSSIBLE.

YOU'LL
GET BOILED
LIKE AN
OCTOPUS.

LET'S TAKE
A BREATHER,
OKAY?

I'VE BEEN
STUCK FOR
DPAYS TRYING
TO FIGURE OUT
WHAT KIND OF
COLORING
AGENT TO

THIS |15
SOMETHING
I USE FOR
PAINTINGS,
BUT...




4
/| ARE
ACRYLIC
p PAINTS A
/ POSSIBILITY?
g J
U
, N
IT //
REQUIRES SOME /
PRACTICE, BUT 0
THEY'RE GOOD
FOR APPLYING
EVEN COATS. .
b AND WHEN
L THE PAINT 0
DRIES, IT'S
WATER- A < ,
oeOBLY | RESISTANT. ' .
' \ESYDU SPRAY i
\ OVER \T WiTH s
b CEALANT. | : |
/ U . o [\ ) o
U -
' 1; / /‘f\
BUT I DON'T
KNOW IF IT’5
OF OKAY TO USE
THAT KIND OF
COURSE THING

IT 15!




T'LL USE
ANYTHING
THAT SEEMS
PROMISING,
EVEN IF
IT MEANS
GETTING

CREATIVE.

P

I REALLY
BELIEVE
THERE'S
NO ONE
“RIGHT WAY”
TO CLEAN
OR REMOVE
STAINS!

N3O

I'LL ORPER
SOME PAINTS
ARE TONS
T'LL TRY OF DIFFERENT RIGHT AWAY
I AS MANY BRANDS AND ANP TRY
SHOULP AS I CAN. TYPES. IT OUuT.

SEE
WHAT MY

SUPPLIER =
THINKS
TOO.

e T Tl
ot etk el 1
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IT'Ss NOT
TOO BAD,
I GUESS




-~

I KNEW
I couLp
COUNT ON
you, MISS
KINME!

SHE
WAS S0
HAPPY!

MY

I WASN'T
SURE IF SHE'D
BE HAPPY
WITH HOW IT
TURNEP OUT.

\}\ Rlu
0 2 REALLY?/

/I
\\§
¢ X

=

N
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NEW
CHALLENGES
ALWAYS MAKE

BUT... ME NERVOUS.

. I'M
GLAD
I TOOK
THIS ON.

IT WASN'T
EASY, BUT IT
GAVE ME THE
CONFIDENCE TO
TAKE ON MORE
SCHOOLBAGS IN
THE FUTURE.

YOU sO
MUCH FOR
GIVING
ME THE
OPPORTU-
NITY.

HEY,

EVERYONE!

W & THIS NICE
\xi\\“ P & _ - LADY CAN
-IT? ﬁ() MAKE YOUR
werver M |, Al[ 4, SCHOOLBAGS

\& BEECas yﬂ ~ LOOK NEW!

e : /I/ly




Chapter 47: | Gotta Do That Thing

HH
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H  UNLIKE
you,
CHATTER-
BOX.

/

[

2 =)
EXACTLY. ¥ [
=

/..

HE
HARDLY
SAYS A

WORD AT
SCHOOL.

KYU's
JusT
POPULAR
WITH THE
GIRLS.

T

P

HoWw Do You
GET %0 MUCH
CHOCOLATE
= EVERY YEAR?!




...AND HE
POESN'T
EVEN LOOK

HAPPY!

BUT
LOOK
AT THE
GuY. ALL
THIS...

THIS ONE’S
FOR YOU,
MORUDA.

‘M THE
ONE WHO
MELTED THE
CHOCOLATE
FOR THESE!

THANKS,




I WANNA
5TOP
BY MIsS
KINME’S
AND GIVE
HER
SOME.

OOH,
W GREAT
| [EMME SHOULD!

90 \T.

AND You
GAVE THEM
OUT TO THE
GIRLS TOO!

GIRLS LIKE

GIVING EACH |

OTHER GIFTS, [y
OKAY? /
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N-No!
THIS 1SN’T
WHAT IT
LooKS
LIKE!

PON‘T
APOLOGIZE!

YES,
STARTING
THIS YEAR.

YOU'RE
CLEANING
SCHOOL-




OOH,
ISN'T THAT
PRETTY

IBer SWEET
A GROUP THOUGH?/
OF GRADE

SCHOOL KIPS

LOOKS LIKE A

GOLD MINE!

THE
BAGS ARE
THAT ACTUALLY
oA QUITE TIME-
IDENTIFYING  IMPORTANT, NS UMNG
NEW CUSTOMER HUH? THIS TIME :
NEEDS 50 THAT OF YEAR
IT LEADS TO HAPPENS
MORE WORK. TO BE

IT'S ALWAYS
A PRY PERIOD
FOR REGULAR
CLEANING JOBS,
50 I'M GRATEFUL
FOR THE EXTRA
WORK.




EVER
SINCE HE
CAME BACK
FROM TOKYO,
HE’S BEEN ALL
PRETENTIOUS
AND STUFF,

A

CH,
RIGHT!

T\
=

You ATE
LOACH,
RIGHT?!

Ip
LOVE TO
HEAR MORE
ABOUT IT
SOMETIME.

/ ¢
" ) THE
i/ HECK,
() DUDE?
= WHAT'S
= WITH
—\ ALL THE
= BUSINESS
==8 LINGO
=N LATELY?
==\
= \\
YOU WENT

TO TOKYO OVER
WINTER BREAK
FOR A PART-TIME
JOB, KYUSHO.

”'/f /

T ALREADY
TOLD MISS

KINME
THAT.




WOW, ARE
THESE FOR
VALENTINE'S
PAY?!

HELLO?!
IPIP 90
PERCENT
OF THE

113



- THESE ARE
FROM/ME.

YES,
I'M HANDING
THEM OUT TO
CUSTOMERS
TOPAY ONLY.

IS THE BEST
THING THAT'S
HAPPENED
ALL YEAR!
T
TREASURE T
FOR LIFE!

you
HAP SOME
READY
TOO, MIS5
KINME?

CUTE

WHOA!
THANKS SO
MUCH!

114



LDIP Do THe
S WRAPPING.

...MINE’'S
NOT

HOMEMAPE. .




\ \I| |
I |
Al

BACK!

AWESOM
3, E'

mg | 7D YOU

e STAND AT
O MAXVALL?Z

" GET SOME.

CEE THE
TAKOYAK]

T WANNA ¢

WELCOME




N

CANI HEY,
GET You TO SORRY.
TAKE SOME

CLOTHES
TO MISS

KINME?

THANKS




MAYBE
I SHOULD
BRING IT.

THERE'S
THAT THING
I'VE BEEN
MEANING TO
GIVE HER
SINCE THE
END OF
WINTER
BREAK,

IF I HAVE TO
GO BACK TO
MI5S KINME'S
ANYWAY...

THIS
REALLY
ISN'T THE
MOST
EXCITING
GIFTI
couLp
HAVE
GOTTEN
FROM
TOKYO.

118



THINKING
BACK, I cOULP'VE
JUST GOTTEN A
HANDKERCHIEF WITH
JAPANESE DESIGNS
OR CHOPSTICKS OR
SOMETHING-LIKE
I GOT MY FRIENPS
AT SCHOOL.,

.. AND
SOMEHOW
SETTLED

ON THIS.

I DIPN'T
THINK
ANYTHING
FLASHY ANP
MOPERN
MADE SENSE
FOR M55
KINME...

E8UT
I THOUGHT
TRAPITIONAL
STUFF MIGHT

WORK, I REALLY

DEBATEPD...

b IT'S A WASTE

JUST KEEPING
IT STASHED
IN A DRAWER
AT HONME.

119




HUH...

SHE HAS A
CLUSTOMER?

NO
PROBLEM
AT ALL.
I MEAN, IT'S
OURrR JoB TO
SUPPLY OLR
CLIENTS WITH
WHATEVER
I'M JusT THEY MIGHT
GLAD YOU'RE
GETTING MORE
SCHCOOLBAG
REQUESTS.

WHENEVER
YOU NEED VBTJAggg
ANYTHING, STOPPING
LET ME
KNOW.

AH,
I ALMOST
FORGOT!

1p
COULPN'T
HAVE BEEN

EASY
SOURCING
THAT MANY
BRANPS OF
ACRYLIC
PAINT, MR,
SUMIYAKI/!

NO, I
SHOULPD BE
THE ONE
THANKING
you!

120



I JusT
WENT ON
BUSINESS
TO TOKYO
FOR THE
N\ FIRST
TIME IN A
' WHILE...

.+AND T
GOT ALITTLE
SOMETHING
FOR YOU.

OOH,
IS THAT A
FOLPING
FAN?/

YES, YOU'RE
ALWAYS RACING
AROUNP TOWN
DOING PICKUPS
ANP DELIVERIES,
50 I THOUGHT
THIS MIGHT
HELP COOL
You DOWN,

IT'S
BEAUTIFUL.
ILovEIT!
THANK You.

12
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WHEN I GOT
HOME, MY MOM
WANTEP ME TO

BRING THESE.
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IT'S NOT
THE MOST
EXCITING.

ACTUALLY
WANTED
A FANCY
NETSUKE

LIKE THIS!




ONE OF MY
CUSTOMERS
15 ALWAYS
PRESSED IN
KIMONQO...

I wWAs
THINKING
I WANTEP

ONE OF MY

OWN/

...ANDP
THE SUBTLE
NETSUKE
SHE WEARS
ON HER ©8/
BELT WAS 50
BEAUTIFUL.

"

WELL...
I DIDN'T
EXPECT You
TO BE 50
IMPRESSED.

WHAT’S

THE
MATTER?




IT'S A GIFT
FROM YOU,
KYUSHO.

WOULDN’'T
I BE HAPPY

ABOUT THAT?




SURURUARNRRR R ORI N S

Frlph | $
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s

YEAH,
I'M 6LAD
I PECIDEP

TO &0.

I
LEARNED
50 MUCH







Chapter 48: But | Can't Resist

Ay

oL

45O
“Lﬂ 7
N \\L

\

u‘-—

f §

il
,\\ , JE-V -4 A‘l

e |
-
o

d
i |
z Ly_y
— - A > — =
- .4/ 7 o i
e -~ P , v
rd
), e 7
~
)

—
13




! 7

WE

NOW CLEAN
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
BAGS.

THERE'S BEEN /

50 MUCH MORE —

DEMAND THAN ~ ,
EXPECTED. — T =" i

EACH ONE
REQUIRES
CAREFUL
ATTENTION
BY HAND...

..50 THIS

SERVICE TAKES
A LITTLE LONGER
THAN OTHERS.

v 132



FOR EACH

WELL-LOVED AFTER
5CHOOL- IT’S CLEAN,
BAG:« WE RETURN
THE BAG WITH

A PROTECTIVE
SHEET WRAPPED
IN PLASTIC,
LIKE THIS.

..WE
HOPE TO
SPRUCE IT UP
AS MUCH AS
POSSIBLE 50
THAT IT CAN BE
USEP AGAIN
FOR MANY
MORE YEARS
TO COME.

H R
\ T T
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\ / ” |
Y |
Ay 0 !
& I
o |
v 4 WELCOME
To-
UKA?!
You sURe | F ! Nl :
WELL, SEEM BUSY. ‘ =t S
T'VE GOTTEN
A FLURRY OF
SCHOOLBAG
—~ REQUESTS. Lo
T BROUGHT
ALONG SOME
TREATS,
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BACK TO
WORK...

APPLYING
THE ACRYLIC
PAINT...
...REQUIRES
50 MUCH

FOCUS.

137




I'LL GET
TO A Goop
STOFPPING

POINT FIRST.

WHEN
I HURRY,
IT LEAVES
STREAKS,




I STILL HAVE
PICKLPS AND
DELIVERIES
TOPAY!




PELIVERY

cAN T GET A
SIGNATURE?

OF
COURSE!

— IU&{EB 'I’/CLW;UCI

o |




2)

| e
% s
i
I'M 50
SORRY .
I'M LATE! | #F
e
couLp T FEEL : _%
You TERRIBLE. \
PLEASE \P®
CONFIRM L hry
THIS |5 N
EVERY-
THING?




I OIPN'T
HAVE
TIME.

...TO GET




WAKANA!
HI THERE.







IDPON'T

USUALLY
WEAR MUCH
MAKEUP TO
BEGIN WITH.

WAKANA?

NOT WEARING
MAKEUP
TOPAY OR
SOMETHING?

YOU'vE
BEEN
GIVING
UP YOUR
EARLY-
MORNING
RUN, YOUR
NIGHTLY
BATHHOUSE
VISIT, ANP
LUNCH?!

145

IS THE
SCHOOLBAG
SITUATION
THAT BAP?




SHOULPN'T
HAVE TO TAKE
ON ALL THE
SCHOOLBAG
REQUESTS
IF YOU HAVE
TO SACRIFICE
THAT MUCH.

IT's
My JoB o
EACH USED
TO CLEAN
SCHOOLBAG
THEM TO
GIVE THEM HactRs
CUSTOMER

ANOTHER

BRINGS

IN...
/
BESIDES, \‘§
T THINK THE X
DEMAND SHOLLD © "‘fﬁfﬁ? &
DWINDLE ONCE PRECIOUS
THE NEW SCHOOL
YEAR STARTS EMCRIES:
IN APRIL.
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STILL...YOU
RUN YOUR
BUSINESS

ALL BY
YOURSELF.

YEAH.

IF you
END UP
RUINING
YOUR

HEALTH...

M

ceeedeeh

Cecqn

L(((
((‘cc $~E

ey
£y
~N




\.H\

N \
AN j\~§§;§§\§\(w\
N\

\
N\

\

- BUT
I CAN'T
RESIST.
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..THE
SCHOOL-
BAG JoBS
SETTLE
POWN.

WHAT?/
BUT-

I MEAN,
I CAN'T DO
- BURT THE ACTUAL

CAN HELP WITH  CLEANING...

DALLY CHORES,

LIKE COOKING
AND STUFF,




I WANT YOU
TO BE ABLE TO
TAKE A PROPER
BATH IN A HOT

SPRING EVERY




HEY, Do I
LooK THAT
DESPERATE

L
REALLY
SHOULP.
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GUESS
IT’S ABOUT
TIME

e il s
T o il

. 1O START

ROLLING UP M
SLEEVES AGAI!Z.




This Is the Life!

Chapter 49

e

M

il

*NEW AKAO
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I AM!
I'M SO

WOW,
YOU'RE
STARTING
FOURTH
GRADE NEXT
MONTH?

WILL M5,
YAGARA
BE YOUR
HOMEROOM
TEACHER

HMM. OR DOES
THAT CHANGE
EVERY YEAR?






I WAS
ALWAYS
GOING
TO GET
TRANS-
FERREP
AWAY.

IT
COMES
WITH THE
JOB.

AH.

soYou
HEARD IT

FROM HER.
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OH, PON'T
WORRY! IT'M
STILL GONNA

COME HERE FOR
MY LALINDRY
NEEDS.

YOU'RE NOT
LOSING A
CUSTOMER.

HEY, LET'S

GO OUT FOR I WASN'T
DINNER AGAIN WORRIED
BEFORE I ABOUT THAT

MOVE.

ABSOLUTELY.
I'D LOVE
THAT/




YOU KNOW
HOW THERE
ARE S50 MANY
HOTELS AND

INNS ARCUNP...

LOCALS NEVER
USUALLY sTAY
ANYWHERE?

EVEN
BETTER,
LET’S STAY
SOME-

po IT/
IT'S THE
PERFECT
CHANCE!







I ALwWAYs
WANTEP TO
STAY HERE
SOMETIME

l

*HOTEL NEW AKAO




THE VIEW
MUST BE
INCREPIBLE
PURING THE
FIREWORKS
FESTIVALS.

You CAN
SEE THE
ENTIRE

WELL,
NOW THAT
WE'RE ALL

CHECKED
IN...

.You
KNOW
WHERE |
WE HAVE ‘
TO GO
FIRST.







I KNOW...
I CLOSED
SHOP A
BIT EARLY,
AND I FEEL

S0 BAD...

LooK
AT US,
TAKING

A MIPDAY
SOAK IN A

HOT SPRING

WITH A VIEW

OF THE

OCEAN.

I FEEL
BAP FOR MY
HUBBY, WHO'S
WORKING
TORAY!

you
SHOULPN'T
FEEL BAD.

IN FACT,
YOouU SHouULp
BE MORE
PROACTIVE
ABOUT
TAKING

TIME
OFF!







HEVI
HowW
GOES
THAT
THING
FROM
BEFORE?

HMM?
WHAT
THING?




you
KNOW, THAT
CUSTOMER
You ToLp
ME ABCOUT.
THE BOY.

ANY NEW
PEVELOP-

UH...00
You MEAN
( ‘ KYUSHO?
\Dp\ |

YEAH.
I THINK,

THE HIGH
GLHOOLER. = —
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HE REALLY
PUTS A LOT \ &2
OF THOUGHT 1|
INTO HIS i
FAMILY INN...
AND THIS
TOWN HE
LIVES IN,

IT
MAKES
ME WANT
TO DO

BETTER
MYSELF!

WELL, T
SUPPOSE.

ALOT
HAPPENED.

KYUSHO MAY
BE YOUNGER
THAN ME,
BUT HE’'S SO
MUCH MORE
MATURE.




OH,
| THAT'S
| WHAT You

HERE I
THOUGHT

WERE

YOU FISH-
ING FOR A
DIFFERENT
ANSWER? o

I sHOULD
HAVE
FIGURED...

...KNOWING
you.
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WHAT?!

oot
F G




W I I m

I FEEL 50
REFRESHEP!

74
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WELL,

THAT'S IT

FOR OUR
LITTLE
STAY-
o[l CATION.

—

~

GUESS THIS
15 MY LAST
VIEW OF THE

TOWN BEFORE

I NEVER
REALIZED
SUCH A
MAGICAL
EXPERI-
ENCE WAS
AVAILABLE
THIS CLOSE!

I LEAVE.

THANKS
FOR COMING
ALONG WITH

ME, MI5S5
KINME.

OF
COURSE,

I CAN COME
AND SEE IT
ANYTIME.

NOT THAT
I'M MOVING
THAT FAR
AWAY FROM
HERE.




ITWAS
REALLY MY

PL Fe N :E:-.._‘\.\
—— EASURE \

ARE You
CRYING?!

e

A7,

///"Z’/
727
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WHAT
1S THIS?







