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HOW

MANY
[ TIMES I
GOTTA
DO YOu
BEFORE
YOU'RE




You
WEREN'T
KIDDING
WHEN YOU
SAID THAT
oep  AFTER I
e FLIPPED

TURNIN’ YOUR
BACK. SWITCH...

YOU'RE
TRYING
TO GET
ME
READY
TO GO

THIRSTY,
TOO!

WHAT

WAS ALL \:

THAT
“I'M A
VIRGIN”
STUFF

WERE
You ABOHT

AND
YOU WERE
THE ONE
SAYIN’
YOU WERE
AFRAID,
TOO...

FAULT FOR
BEING SO
GOO0D...

AH,
MAN I
GOTTA
TAKE A
LITTLE
BREAK
EITHER

WAY!




1 sek
DON'T
WANT
KNOW  you TO

et ENJOY

GO0OD YOUR'

AT T,  SELF
THOUGH TOO,

HEY...
SHOULD 1
GO THIS
TIME...?

IT FEELS
RUDE
THAT I'M
THE ONLY
ONE...

NOT
LIKE I
DON'T
LIKE IT,




YOU'RE

JUST SO
BEAUTIFUL,
--LOOK- AND WHEN
ING AT YOU 1M HAVING
TURNS ME — SEX WITH
ON A BILLION YOU...
_ TIMES MORE
G N THAN BEING
g \\ TOUCHED
EVER
o WOLULD.
LIKE, -
ol AN ME ©  AND'T GET o THINK .
FEEL LIKE I'M  TO HEAR ALL YOUR ABOUT Is
GONNA BURST  THOSE SEXY, BODY IT! 1T’ THAT
A BLOOD CUTE NOISES WHEREVER FREAKIN' / W N REALLY
// ‘. . X
I
GET IT!!
SAY NO ~
MORE 9l
1
77
BUT I'M
NOT REALLY
I MEAN, SURE IF THIS
(TS KIND OF QUALIFIES
ONE-SIDED, AS SEX.
DON'T YOU
THINK?
C \\ \
AT s o
W/ e
f \ \_




SE-

...ANYONE

ELSE NO, I ‘.
WOULD DON'T
HAVE... THINK
S0.
I DON'T
THINK THIS
IS ANY
o DIFFERENT
/ ‘ THAN
A = \ \\ S = THE... e A
1 /
| I
I MEAN...
: 3 ...[F You
\ COMPARE
WHAT e IT TO /
o HISTORICAL
WE'RE st / i DEFINITIONS :
DOING b
IS A LITTLE hY ...MAYBE
DIFFERENT i
...FEELS ...BEING ‘
600D YOU AND | THINK... =) R
TOUCHING -
YOUR SKIN
;‘\\ \ \ 2
4% N\ P
” \ S =5
\ 1 =




IT'S LIKE I
| INSTINCTIVELY
ACCEPTED YOU
o INSIDE ME...
[ \
V)
/ -
/
J |
1 AH. |
| |\ I MEAN \ | i
0 YL TIVELY
&\ |
OH
NO...

I TH'NK I L - o f
JUST SAID . B/_\

SOMETHING P vy
WEIRD..- "'::\ ::_‘\‘*- N
& —



INSTINCT,
HUH?

I WAS
JUsT
THINKIN...
YEAH, THAT
SOUNDS
RIGHT.

\w
-—’\ .
I/
J
s
rd

DON'T

MAKE

ME SAY 7 b A
IT... ' /-




KIND OF
CHAFED

HOW
LONG DYOU
THINK WE
SLEPT
FOR...7

«I'M
HELP-
ING
OUT.

My
PARENTS ARE
REALLY INTO

NEIGHBORHOOD

COMMITTEE

EVENTS AND

STUFF, SO...

OH,
I'VE GOT

VOLLEY-
BALL

WE
STOP couLp 11 D\!valiﬂ_r
GRABBING HAVE HAVE
ME GONE A PLANS
LITTLE THIS

A SLOWER.  MORNING.




SILENCE

NO...
NOT
REALLY

SILENCE

ACTUALLY,
I WAS
WONDERING

WHAT
STOPPED
YOU FROM
BEING
SCARED?




I _= =
FORGOT = == =
I wAs i —
BUuT EVEN =3
WHY? AFRAID IN —d
THE FIRST
PLACE,
REALLY...
A
oID sTOoP —

\ THE FEAR?

SAEKO
KISSED
ME...

I was
DEFINITELY
STILL
SCARED
THEN.




| : = SHE
AH HA /
1T o KA... \\ )
f I'M JUST \ Ws
‘ EMBAR- I~ ﬁ
\7 EASSED, \:\ 1
1S ALL... il >

HEY, T
YOU — CANT
UNDRESS  BE THE

ONLY
SAEKO.  ONE—

FINE.




YOU'RE
SWEATY...

SATISFIED

Iwanna - YET?
START
TOUCHING
yYOU ALREADY/

ITs SHE HAS SAEKO'S
OBVIOUS, BONES HEART SAEKO
BUT AND BEATS CETS
STILL... MUSCLES, TO KEEF SWEATY,
JUST LIKE  HER ALIVE, JUST LIKE
ME. TOO. ME.




HOW

ABOUT
THAT/
YOU'RE A
PERSON,
JUST LIKE

ME/

THING
LIKE THAT,

COURSE T
AM/ WHAT
DID YOU
THINK I

WAS?

WHAAAAT?
C'MON...

WHEN I
REALIZED
WE WERE
THE SAME,
/T MADE
7 MEFEEL
FELT CALMER
PEACE-
FUL...

MIWA!

AND
THEN




STAYING OUT
PARTYING ALL
NIGHT... OUR
LITTLE MIWA’S
ALL GROWN
uP!

IF NOT,
HOW
ABOUT
SOME
BREA&FA‘ST

V4

I'Mm
JusT
FINE!!

IF YOU'RE
GOING TO
SLEEP, YOU
MIGHT AS WELL
GO TO YOUR
ROOM AND GET
INTO JAMMIES.

T'LL SET
SOME
FOOD
ASIDE




-8 1 HMM?
}z AREN’T \: {Tn.~ WHAT’S
& NOOO... You

- \

NOT HOT
REALLY "




&K

SCUSE
ME, WHAT
TIME’S THE
MEETING

OH, Thanks &
LET'S GO / For woot
GET SOME hard I
LUNCH. .

A

e

MAKING
SOME
DECISIONS
ABOUT
TRAINING
CAMP
TODAY, 50
DON'T BE
LATE!

: % PEOPLE

LIKE YOU




AH

PD1
GIVE YOU

OR SOME-
THING
lll?

ICKEY

YEAH,
THOSE IT JUST FEELS
TWO REALLY NICE

ARE TO SEE THEM
FR!EP:I?DS LIKE THAT!

NOT?!

KAN, ARE YOu NO, NO,
EVEN AWAKE?! N0, YOI
HELLO, GOOD T
MORNING!! %CEAT,‘&J KIDDIr'de
THNK ~ ME-
THEY'RE




I THINK
THERE’S
SOMETHING
OTHER THAN
FRIENDSHIP
GOING ON
THERE...
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Chapter 11: Youre My Lover

WHAT WE
REALLY WANT 15
FOR EVERYONE

TO INTERACT WITH
PEOPLE FROM
OTHER GRADES,

THAT KINDA
THING.
=
] wewe
GONNA MIX
YOU UP INTO
TEAMS BY
T INSTRUMENT
NERE  AND YEAR TO
DO THE
10 DO ACTIVITIES
LOTTERY :
TO PICK
THOSE
TEAMS.

UM...
SO WE'RE
CALLING THIS
A TRAINING
...IT’S NOT LIKE CAMP, BUT...
WE HAVE A
TOURNAMENT TO
COMPETE IN OR
ANYTHING.

50, TO
MAKE SURE
YOU ALL
ACTUALLY
INTERACT
WITH EACH
OTHER...

LIKE WE'RE

NOT GONNA
GETTO |

HANG OuT - i

TOGETHER.

23




AWW... I WAS JUsT
HOPING THERE'D
BE A CHANCE FOR
ME TO GET SOME
SMOOCHIN" AND

SQUEEZIN® IN.
IT'D BE NICE IF
WE COULD FOOL

AROUND AS MUCH
AS WE WANTED,
SINCE WE'RE
GONNA BE
SPENDING THREE
DAYS AND
TWO NIGHTS
TOGETHER...

75

...YOU DON'T
USUALLY
CARE ABOUT
THIS KIND

INOKEN!!

OH,
I'MA
SECOND-
YEAR.
I PLAY
GUITAR
AND
SING.

YOU'RE
BOMBING
UP THERE,
INOKEN!

N v Vo v
T
I'M A UHH... WELL,
UM KINDA KONOSU I HEY!
YEAR, OH' LIKE A : YOU ALL UM
: I PLAY ! ALSO  now Mg, M
Es DRUMS PLAY  THe cLuB
AND I'M KEY-  PRESIDENT.

BOARD.

I'MA
SENIOR,
50
PLEASE
ASK ME
ANY-
THING!

g
Afr ACTU-

. 6, — ALLY
MAY LOOK
LIKE FAKE
FASHION
GLASSES,

BUT THEY'RE

/ THE REAL

! THING!!




I'M
MIWA
INUZUKA

NICE TO
MEET
YOU,
TOO!

AH, I'M

HAPPY!!

MO,
PLEASE!

DON'T
SAY IT'S

/‘j IT’S

LIKE A
REVERSE
HAREM

KINDA Il




WELL,
C'MON?
GOT A
BOY-
FRIEND?

-/

0o

HAVE A
BOY-
FRIEND?

YoUu MIWA!

HEY,
HEY,
HEY,
HEY,

SHUT UP,
INOKEN!

J \\I &/
NN QHRI

FRIEND




KAN, YOU KAN,

REALLY ARE

ARE AN You

AIRHEAD, EVEN
LISTEN-

AREN'T

VA? A ING?

« YO
4. K4
by % T
WONDER %
WHAT THAT
WAS ALL
ABOUT...? .

TP EET
- BUT LIKE SAEKO
MAYBE WAS BEING
I IMAG-
INED IT. A LITRLE
STANDOFFISH
WITH ME...

. REALLY
AN AlR-
HEAD...?




NN ®

WHAT’S YOUR
RELATIONSHIP
WITH THAT
GUITAR GIRL?

WE'RE JUST
HAVING
A REALLY
CASUAL GET-
TOGETHER,
THOUGH.

~ You
GOING TO
PRACTICE
?

Y’KNOW...
I THINK I
ASKED YOU
KIND OF
A WEIRD
QUESTION
EARLIER.

COULD I
TRY ASKING

IT ANOTHER

28



WE'RE...
FRIENDS

e e
YOU MEAN
SAEKO?

WHAT'S...
OUR
RELATION-
SHIP...7




}
B I o =
& SO THE
== NEXT SONG | .
WE'RE _
LTHIS DON6 A
AND.. 5. LN

WE'VE GOTTA THIS S ~——
FIGURE OUT et —
AND WE'RE
OUR SEATING G00D!
ARRANGEMENT -
FOR THE CAMP

BUS.

50
BASICALLY,
ONE OF Us

HAS TO SIT IN

THE MIDDLE

THERE'S
FIVE
OF Us,

...AND 1 MY BODY
CAN'T CRAM JUsT
IT INTO THE TAKES UP
CONFINES OF TOO MUCH
THE MIDDLE SPACE...

'm,
...PHYSI-  UH
CALLY ..
INCAP-
ABLE,
CTUALLY.




I16UESS
THAT MEANS (
TS EITHER &
ME OR
TSURUTA IN
THE MIDDLE
SEAT...

YEAHHH!!
50
LOVEY-
DOVEYYY

You
GOT
SOME-
THING TO
SAY, THEN
SAY IT.

WHAT'S

WRONG,

TSURUTA
?

YOU'RE

...00 YOU
PREFER THE
WINDOW OR
THE AISLE...7

MAKING
A WEIRD




ARE YOU
SERIOUSLY,

WAAAAH! LIKE, TRYING
NO, THAT'S TO SIT NEXT / HEY NOW
NOT IT! T TO MIWA OR [ g HEY
MEAN, IT’S SOMETHING? NOW!
] KIND OF IT, TSURUTA,
2" BUT THAT'S DON'T
NOT IT!! L TELL ME
AH, I ) =

KNEW I
SHOULDN'T |
HAVE
SAID IT!!

I SWEAR,
....... I WASN'T
by 200 THINKING

o ANYTHING

I'M NOT
TRYING TO
GO AFTER
HER...

SORRY, &; m{*f’% MO|$E OF
PLEASE
JusT GET TO

{  KNOW HER

FORGET
' BETTER.

ABOUT
IT.

I WAS
JUST
I MEAN, THINKING
YOU'RE s

IT'D BE KIND
KINDA THE | | ‘52 \ice To
HUSBAND.
WHAT DO BE ABLE TO
vousaz || siT8Y Her,
THAT'S ALL!

WHAT’S
THE
PROBLEM?
THEY
CAN BE
FRIENDS...




...THANKS TSU-
FOR RUTA,
THINKING EVERY-
ABOUT ONE...
ME. N
c
—
JARNA)

THEY'RE

FRIENDS,
I KNOW S‘F’M}g 5
MIWA’S NOT :
RIGHT?
GOING TO ;
THAT'S
BE STOLEN NORMAL
RIGHT  AWAY FROM ’
? ME BY SOME
GUY AT THIS

POINT...

S0, I'D LIKE
IT IF YOU
COULD RELAX
WITH ME AND

JUST BE...

...FRIENDLY.

THERE'S
ABSOLUTELY

NO WAY

I WILL EVER,
EVER FALL IN
LOVE WITH
A MAN.

That actoally
horts a little
for some

\ Teason..

\'J SNH

g

S~

"\\\\\D
w

:L'“
V]
\.n

\ s d

i\ / 2
{ /
N SN

HEY, ABOUT
EARLIER... YOU
REALLY DIDN'T
PICK UP WHAT

I WAS
PUTTING
DOWN.

YOU'RE
KINDA

BAD AT
CHOOSING
YOUR
WORDS,




'
1o

REALLY
THAT
BAD

AND I

TOLD HIM

WE WERE

FRIENDS...

S e

An! | was
eeauung

UM,
ACTUALLY...
I WAS
PARTNERED
WITH KAN FOR
THE TRAINING
CAMP...

AH, NO,
I MEAN... MM
IWASNT 7
BEIN' THAT
SERIOUS
ABOUT IT...

FOR SOME
REASON,
KAN WAS
ASKING...




HE
JusT
WENT

"HMM.”

YOU'RE NOT
BAD AT
CHOOSING

YOUR WORDS.

YOU'RE NOT
CAREFUL
ABOUT WHO
YOU TELL,
YOU'RE
GONNA HAVE
A BAD TIME,
FOR REAL.

PO You

I'M JUsT
MEAN WONDERING
HE'S AN
AIRHEAD YoUE
H WOULD
- ASK YOu
kan 1 SOMETHNG
AREAL  pht
MYSTERY, '
TO BE
HONEST... M
I o
ITSFINE.  you || §
WE KNOW  HAD TO, YOU'RE
WERE  THoueH! || gl NOT
ACTUALLY WHY? MAD
DATING. - ?
.
WELL, Q\
1 TOLD
SOMEONE |
WE'RE
JUST
FRIENDS. )~/




COME
T'LL ‘ERE!
GIVE YOU
A BIG
HUG!

ANYWAY,
WE CAN
TELL THE
BAND
GUYS THE
TRUTH...

AW,
C’MON,
STOP
LOOKING
SO DOWN!!

Wil
M- 2

PEOPLE
HUG
THEIR
FRIENDS
|

FINE,
WE'RE
JusTt
HUGGING

¥

'
'
=

IS THAT
OKAY?
THERE’'S

SO MANY
PEOPLE

WE'RE
NOT JusT
FRIENDS...




AHH...
YOU'RE
SO NEEDY,
AREN'T
YOou?

NOW, AND
ALL THOSE
TIMES IN
THE PAST...
DOES THAT
MAKE ME
NEEDY?
SHE'S ALWAYS
REASSURING

ME LIKE THI/S.




BUT THAT DOESN'T MAKE ME

A PAIN IN THE AsS...DOES IT?

EHH, THE
SHOPS
/& AWAY...

AREN'T
THEY A
LITTLE
LATE?

AH,
NAH...
NEVER
MIND.

NG

ITLL
BE F'NE. ......
WE’'RE
DONE WITH
THE MEET-
ING PART
ANYWALY...
A4
...SEEM HA SHEESH... ANYWAY,
LIKE HA... ITS LUCKY TSURUTA,
THEY'RE, AND YEAH, SAEKO’S You
LIKE, A THOSE IT GOT SUCH PLEASE REALLY
SERIOUS TWO... REALLY A BIG TRY TO SCARED
REAL HEART! STOP ME BACK
COUPLE... STIRRING UP  THERE!
DRAMA IN
THE BAND!!
T
\
L O <7
—=/ | AN NS
1

38



C’MON!
SPITIT
ouT!

>

IT's
BOTHER-
ING YOU,
[SN'T IT?

BUT
IF SHE’
iiery e MosT
WITH \
WTHEN  sAEk0 |7\ (N I et
I'M > ...AND 60 1 \
HAPPY KNOW SHE B FOT%NQEV A
FOR HER, WANTS TOBE  EX\ pappy
AND ALL. | WITH WOMEN... g\ ‘
‘ N2 Nod
TAKU-
MI. DAMN

I NEED
TO JusT
SAY
WHAT 1
THINK.

LUCHA.

TELL ME
HONESTLY...
WHAT
DO You
THINK...

...OF A
THOSE
TWO L\ 4
DATING
?
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REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 12: As If I'd Get Jealous

YOU'RE
BEIN REAL
/\/ FORCEFUL
—— TODAY.

I MEAN,

DITM IF YOU'RE
PRETTY  ASKIN'...
USED TO

AH, WELL.

WHY'RE YOU

ACTUALLY ASKING ABOUT
P THIS ALL OF A
SUDDEN?

NOTHING

YOU JusTt
CALM WANNA

DOWN, MAKE SURE
IT'S ALL THAT WE'RE
FINE! NOT GONNA
HURT MIWA,
RIGHT?

WHAT'S

up, cey

...5INCE
WE'RE ON
THE TOPIC,
CAN I
AsSK You
SOMETHING
I?




...DOING
AN OKAY
JOB?!

Do

I SEEM
LIKE I'M

ACTING
NORMAL
AROUND
THE TWO
OF THEM?

S

y

I THINK
YOU MAKE
A LOT OF
JOKES
ABOUT IT,
BUT...




AS LONG AS
I CAN ACT
NORMAL, IT'S
FINE...

/ «.CUZ IN
| THE PAST, 1
SCREWED UP

THIS KINDA
THING...

..AND HE
cuzr CONFIDED Irﬁfg
WENT TO
IN ME THAT
prafis FRIEND
HE LIKED A
6uYs GUY IN OUR é@ﬂ%ﬁ
SCHOOL. CLASS. e

AND HE'D AND WE
PLAY - ~  BASICALLY
AROUND [ £ ) JUsT THOUGHT
WITH US N\ - ) OF BEIN’ GAY

AS SOMETHIN'

I WONDER
WHAT MY
FACE LOOKED
LIKE WHEN I
SAID THAT.




AFTER THAT,
I BASICALLY
DION'T TALK
7O HIM
ANYMORE.

HE WAS A
GOOoPD GUY.

I SHOULDA
BEEN THERE
FOR HIM.

THAT'S
RUDE!

SO
NOW
BUT I WONDER )
IF I'M TRYIN’ SARKD
TOO HARD AND o BE frrs
COMING OFF SURE TM  MIWA
AWKWARD OR ON THER ...
WHATEVER. EDE TS
TIME. /_A_/
l\
\
f I HAVEN'T
/ SAID
LU\ IT WAS ANYTHING
CHAAA PRETTY BAD WRONG,
s WHEN I TRIED RIGHT?!
TO ASK ‘EM HOW 1I'M 6OOD,
GIRLS DO IT,

RIGHT?




YEAH,
I FEEL
BETTER

= 1
Ahh? Didn’t | %
" yov buy N8
WHERE'S AnpEning e v ety
MWA? | N L7 N ol T
’ R N N % 4 e
= T .
o ( T j :;.:: - =
=\ }\
I ﬂ\ ?\ . \y
T g LA\ ma BN
HER = e /i WHAT DO |
ge- N7 0 T 1 < | YOU MEAN, T\ )
HIND. A\ i GAH? NS
s i o | £ SN — =
SHE HAS
MllfKUN, BESIDES, LIKE, A'
A LET'S GO FOURTH GROUP
wd, TF?E EIIEEH PERIOD IS PRESENTA-
o005 e ALMOST TION OR
tne 52 - OVER. SOME-
THING
SHE'S  TOMOR-
GOTTA  ROW.
GO WORK
THINGS
OUT WITH

THEM...




ASKIN IF
REALLY

IT'S
OKAY!

THAT'S
WHAT
WE ALL

DECIDED,

RIGHT?

HEY, SO
WE ENDED
UP WITH

TSURUTA...
...FOR
HE MIDDLE
SEAT ON THE
BUS. THAT

OKAY WITH
you?

=
55
S\ T'M JUST LIKE...
W NO OTHER 6UYS iy el
| ARE ALLOWED THAT MEAN SAEKO
TO GET CLOSE YOU GET N'T Y
O MY JEALOUS, e
ﬁ . GIRLFRIEND!! MIKKUN? EXER 2]

JEALOUS?




...EVEN IF
I KNOW
THERE'S
ABSOLUTELY
NO REASON
TO WORRY
ABOUT
CHEATING...

...EVEN IF
I KNOW

INTERESTED
IN EACH
OTHER...

THEY’'RE NOT  GIRLFRIEND

Y'KNOW,
IFI'M
BEING

HONEST

..IF I SEE
ANOTHER
GUY
GETTING
CLOSE
TO MY

HMM... T
WOULDN'T
HAVE
FIGURED
THAT.

THERE'VE
EVEN BEEN
TIMES WHEN
I'VE PICKED A
FIGHT ABOUT
IT AND THE
GIRL BROKE
UP WITH
ME.

I CAN'T
REALLY
IMAGINE YOU
GETTING MAD
CAN'T? AND PICKING
1 GET FIGHTS...
MAD LIKE
EVERYBODY
ELSE.

.1 STILL
JusT
GET
PISSED
OFF.

1 GET THE
SENSE THAT
YOU'RE
IMAGINING
SOMETHING

TOTALLY
EVIL!

|I’JH

I GET MAD...
HONESTLY,
SOMETIMES
I JUST FEEL
LIKE IT'D BE
MUCH EASIER
JUST TO TIE

MY GIRL
).




JEALOUSY

AND
TRYING TO
TIE PEOPLE

DOWN.

THEY'RE
JUST SUCH
FOREIGN
CONCEPTS
TO ME...

I MEAN...
I DON'T

REALLY HAVE
THE LUXURY
TO DO STUFF

LIKE THAT...

IT%
STUPID.

THAT'S WHY
I WILL NEVER
ACT LIKE THAT
WHEN I'M
PATING.

SOME-
THING

...ANYWAY,
YOU SEEM
KIND OF
BUMMED
OouT,
SAEKO.

I'M  HAVE TO
DOING  GO!
PERFECTLY
FINE!!

1T

DOESN'T
HURT,
ANDI ’
DON'T

DOES
YOUR
STOMACH
HURT?

THERE’S
THE BATH-

/ THINKING.
I78

+AND IT CAN EXHAUSTING

MAKE PEOPLE FOR BOTH
KNOW. HATE EACH THE JEALOLS

OTHER. PERSON
AND THEIR
PARTNER...




mw  MONTH

AND TS
OUR TWO-

ANNIVER-
SARY

UGHHH,
e I'M SO
R TIRED OF
R ALSO, TESTS!
I HATE
SHIIT, T REPORTS!

\ WANNA

‘ GO HAVE

‘ FUN!

NEITHER

il




HEY,
A WHAT’S
WITH

_____ THAT
o ATTITU-

SORRY...
THANKS.

OHHH,

C’MON,
I DON'T
WANT TO
HAVEN'T p BE..
you
HEARD
2 ...THAT
COUPLE
THAT'S ALL
OVER EACH
nee OTHER...
ALREADY
THAT
COUPLE...

HEY,

MIWA...

LIKE, DO You = ARE%EIS -

GET MAD WHEN HM? JEALOUS

YOU SEE OTHER OVER ME?

PEOPLE ’
TALKING TO
ME, STUFF
LIKE THAT

7




YOU SEE,
...AND I'M I'M 5O
ENVIOUS OF SHY...

HOW GOOD
YOU ARE AT
TALKING TO
BUT PEOPLE.

THEN I
TRY TO
THINK, NO,
DON'T
COMPARE
YOURSELF
TO OTHERS

DON'T
THINK

IF I HAD
TO SAY, 1
JUST KIND
OF THINK...
OH, THAT'S
AMAZING,
THAT’S SO
GREAT...

.50 1
GUESS THAT'S
WHY I'M NOT
JEALOUS.

I WANT YOU
TO LIVE YOUR
LIFE LIKE YOU

I GUESS \

THAT'S A
STRANGE
THING TO
SAY AS YOUR
GIRLFRIEND,
THOUGH...




.WE
BASICALLY
THINK
EXACTLY
THE

...AND  SAME
T
SUR-
PRISED
ME.

\ J

EXCITED,

I MEAN,
IWAS A
LITTLE

THAT’S
ALL...

A

Troonw !
\

%ﬁ‘ —

YEAH,
REALLY!

ARH...
WE'RE
REALLY
WELL
MATCHED

IMso
GLAD THAT
MIWA FEELS
THE SAME.

I'M
HAPPY.




HEH
HEH

wIT'S
KINDA
STUPID.

7
3
“Zalp OH:
BUT
7 LET'S
. THE NOT...
NOISE...
_ \ I DON'T
WANT
e 7] SOMEONE ~—2
y: = / OUTSIDE
//// TO HEAR o
% = —"‘: US... b /‘7\
THEN I’LL
HAVE TO J
KEEP YOUR g
MOUTH I
BUSY... '
- &u '
WE 7y,
DON'T NEED
JEALOUSY. WE MN
DON'T NEED TO ; @’
TIE EACH OTHER N S /
DOWN. el y
~N\ /| (WFF i
e o |
/
— B
1 2/ wecaw
= , BOTH BE
5 o ; it FREE.
IM b
STILL oy
HER .
WOMAN.
AND
MIWA’s
STILL MY
BEAUTIFUL,
ADORABLE

GIRL.



SUMMER
VACATION
STARTS
TOMOR-
Rowl L]

LET'S
DRIINK

EVERYBODY!
GOOD JOB
ON FINALS!!

EASIER TO
GET DRUNK
IF YOU'RE
SLEEP-
DEPRIVED,

1T S0
STRANGE...
SHE DIDN'T (!
EVEN DRINK |
THAT MUCH /

MIWA, 1
BROUGHT

YOU SOME

WATER.
DO You
THINK
YOU CAN
DRINK




SAEKO...
M’SORRY

MIWA, YOu
OKAY?! 1
CAN TAKE
YOU HOME!

LOCK,
WE'RE FINE.
THERE'S
NOTHING
TO SEE
HERE.

HEY, MIWA
CAN'T GO
HOME ALONE
LIKE THAT,




> <

50, MY

AND I'M

SHUT IT!
OH NO, PLACE 15
YOU DON'T .I’ USSH... PRETTY
GETTO oo  ARE you CLOSE.
STAY OVER AW grcp NG
ANYMORE /TI7  WeR AWAY?

ALL.

cooL?
MIWA'S
PROBABLY

USED
TO DRUNK-
SITTING
RIKA...
OH...
I
MEAN THAT
WAS A NICE,
.. THATS STRAIGHT-
HOW FORWARD
CHILL REPLY, IF
WE ARE, I 54y 50
AFTER MYSELF.

S

S

SORRY...
I GUESS

I'M TAKING
HER HOME

1T'D BE <

A GREAT
HELP.
THANKS,

USSHI! /




SAEKO,
YOU CAN'T
SAY STUFF
LIKE THAT.

«.ALL
RIGHT, I'M




NO, BUT

SERIOLSLY.
JEA é%US' Y
] WHATEVER
SUCH A 18 JusT
BUMMER; OUTSIDE
7P 7 S
stupip, || 1RRITATING XPER
z STUPID
K N ow. LR e
5
KNOW
THAT
/
7"”?”6
(3 ‘> | O
2
Lo,
N
ToJ L
”@G;I r




I'MsOo
FREAKIN’
MAD I
KINDA
WANNA
DIE!!

HUHHH ?
THATS




How Do WE
RE|ATIONSHIP?



---------
o

| }|

(Ihop’rer.}lB: A Naive Girlfriend

(

i
/( OH, MIWA,

ARE YOU UP?
MORNING!

-
ﬂ .

N




/—\/ HONESTLY, A Hl_f*A M-
I DON'T UM... .
REALLY YEAH, I WHAT’S ".“,?; .
REMEMBER BET YOU'RE GOING ON
‘Ag:gT-I-- MUCH SUR- HERE...?
ABOUT '
DO? LAST PRISED: |
NIGHT... : !

HERE I
AAAAM/ /Y —
LEWME ¥ - 55
STAY! N\ 1
v, P / -]
e S ) /"\
- - / )
HEYYY, NAH, I Vo WEREN'T
MIWA/ DECIDED e you
HOW YOu NOT N GONG
FEELIN'? CUZ LIKE... TO. — TO SOME
’ I'M TOO H % GUY's
N / DRUNK R PLACE?
" ~ N4 | MoI
N 2 =~ COULDNT | -
S, \ GET IT |
N | UP..

™
IE /\




ANYWAY,

WHOA... HOW

@, LOOK,

MIWA'S 1G0T | BOUT
BoOze/ WE DRINK

ALL WET... e

THAT/
SHE JUST
FELL
ASLEEF..

OH, USSHI,
YOU'RE SO
MASTER-

Y
SORKY, OKAY E&

SHUT UP/ ,
wecotns N U4 om T
MAKE SURE 2\ GET THS

SHE DOESN'T
CATCH COLD!

OFF
YOU!

1]
A\ OH,
} MAN, IT
w,ascio
U
I DIDN'T FUN!
THINK IT AH,
WAS VERY ng'iNﬁr
HONEST... 5000
MANY... M
y P |
A ]
s |




THOUGH
IT'S A
LITTLE...
EMBAR-
RASSING

...THAT
You
SAW ME

\4
I WASHED %oHRARDY
THEM RIGHT TO TAKE
AWAY, SO 1 OFF YOUR
DON'T THINK CLOTHES
THEY GOT WITHOUT
STAINED. ASKING.

USSHI...
ISN'T
THIS A
PROBLEM?

THINK

SHE
TOLD
ME SHE
DOESN'T
REALLY GET
JEALOUS.

I DON'T

SAEKO
WOULD
BE MAD.

BESIDES,
IT WAS
Just
FOR A
SECOND...

THAT'S JUST
HOW YOU'D

) I MEAN, WE

SHE'S DIDN'T ASK
GONNA SAEKO’S

BE SO  PERMISSION
L\ MAD! TO LOOK

AT MIWA’S




SURE IF WE

IT WAS
JUST ONE
OF THOSE
THINGS

I'M

EXPLAIN
IT, SHE'LL
UNDER-
STAND.

\'\4/\

/

BEING \ /
WITH
ANOTHER
WOMAN \
SOUNDS
HARD...

ALL CAREFUL
AROUND BOTH

I MEAN,
YOU'VE
GOTTA BE

MEN AND
WOMEN...

HEY, I
DEFINITELY
WANNA SEE

THIS PLACE!
AND THE

FOOD
STANDS,
LIKE THIS

ONE. THAT
LOOKS
GOOD!

_‘_“—‘f“_"l——r‘"j. '“'l‘lllll%l

@@ =




. .
3 N« AHHH...
1LOVE
\ FESTIVALS!
/J.lr ITS A
GREAT
, WAY TO
7, .- KICK OFF
Z \V SNy SUMMER |
\ D | VACATION!
]
SN
you HEY,
COULD  MIWA
AT LEAST  ..7
ANSWER
ME.

B
AND YOU DRIVE
Re FROM YOUR
HOUSE TO
THE STATION
TO COME TO

SCHOOL EVERY
DAY, RIGHT?

AFTER I

DRIVING
..THE  TEST.

INSTRUC-
TOR
TOLD
ME...

PASSED MY 1N

THIS YOUR
CAR,

R, THERE'S
] NO NEED
s TO BE ALL
s =\ STIFF LIKE
THAT, IS
THERE

=)
) N
)

66



"YOU ARE

FUNDAMENT-
ALLY

UNSUITED
TO

IN
PARTICULAR, DRIVING.

YOU SHOULD

PREPARE FOR

DEATH IF YOU
DRIVE ON A
HIGHWAY."

) s

ALL RIGHT
L NOW! I'M A
I-1 DO IT!!  DEFINITELY THING
GET EVE'N GOING TO ON THIS
IT, ALL IFI'M  BE THE ONE BEAUTIFUL
RIGHT... [ DEAD! ~DRIVING ;
HOME!! 17’5 PLANET

NOW.




AND PLUS,
I HAVE YOU
ALL TO
MYSELF ALL
DAY LONG!

WELL, I
MEAN, OF
COURSE!
THIS IS

LIKE YOU'RE
REALLY
HAVING A
GOOD TIME
TODAY,

HELLO,
LADIES!

HEE HEE,
HAVE ME
ALL TO
| Yowr-
ANTE  oen N SELF-

N Ty




You'p You
DEFINITELY LONELY,
HAVE TONS JUST THE
MORE FUN TWO OF
IF YOU HAD

A FEW GUYS
AROUND!

WE'LL BUY

AREN'T

ALL THE

WELL... ese

50, You
IN HIGH
SCHOOL?
COLLEGE
?

COLLEGE ¢
GIRL! NICE...
WHERE'D
YOU COME
FROM?!

IT's
FIIINE, I
CAN TAKE
CARE OF
BOTH
OF YOU,
CAN'T 17

YOU'RE
POUTING
BECAUSE

NOBODY’S

PAYING

ATTENTION




WE'RE
RUNI:IING

PR
Al

EVERYTHING AHHH,

UP TILL THOSE

THEN WAS CREEPY

SUPER FUN! PICKUP
ARTISTS

BUT REALLY
THEY PISSED
RUINED ME OFF!
IT!!

IFIT
WEREN'T
AGAINST
THE LAW,
I'D'VE

KILLED

‘EM.

IT'S ALL KILLED
BECAUSE || THEM
YOU'RE Gt
TOO CUTE,
MIWA!

ARE
YOu...
INSULT-
ING
ME?

70



YOu
SHOULD AT
LEAST BE
ABLE TO
PROTECT
YOURSELF.

SORRY...
I
WISH
IWISHI -
COULD'VE
DEALT WITH
THEM AS
WELL AS
YOU DID.

WHAT
WERE YOU
DPOING, JUST
ANSWERING
THEM
NORMALLY?




50 AS
LONG AS
YOU ARE

STILL WITH
ME, YOU
DON'T HAVE
TO WORRY

N-NOT
REALLY...

SAEKO,
EYES
FORWARD!

WE'RE
MOVING! |

WHAT, DID
YOU THINK
I WAS MAD
OR SOME-

L

...BECAUSE,
LIKE, FROM
NOW ON T'LL
BE THE ONE
TO PROTECT
YOU.

AH... I
MEAN,
AS A

JOKE...

72



THE LOVE
HOTELS
ALONG THE
HIGHWAY ARE
DEFINITELY
HERE JUsST
FOR THIS.

RIGHT?
THAT’S WHY
THIS LITTLE

DETOUR

WAS A
GOOPD IDEA,

RIGHT?

N
Wi

SHOW
ME!!' T

HEY,
HOW
COME
YOU KEEP
FACING
THE
OTHER
WAY?

I'M A LITTLE ~— WANNA
EMBARRASSED “Z SEcll

RIGHT NOW, YouR

THAT’S ALL... NAKED
It’s s d \ Y P BODY!!

3 v
bright. w T /\l‘\ = i
2 N\ \ 2/ 7 < J] -

73



EVEN
THOUGH I'VE
ALREADY SEEN
YOU IN MUCH
MORE COM-
PROMISING
POSITIONS?

I FEEL LIKE
I'M JusT
CAUSING

TROUBLE FOR
EVERYONE
AROUND ME,
MAKING THEM
OR WORRY.
MAYBE I'M

FORCING

THEM TO

CODDLE

ME.

175

EMBAR-
LATELY, rlzsgs-
EVERYTHING NG-..
HAS BEEN
EMBARRASS-
ING.

ESPECIALLY
YOou,
SAEKO...

I FEEL

LIKE YOU
ONLY
EVER SEE
MY BAD o (
QUALITIES. ﬂ
“

///

’__/’
) 4// C

o

I JUST KEEP
THINKING THAT
I DON'T WANT

YOU TO TELL ME
I'M A PAIN IN

TH
.AGAIN. Fi




LOOK,
IT’S SAYING
STUFF LIKE
THAT’S THE

PAIN IN
THE ASS.

HM?
THAT'S
A TREAT
FOR YOU!

I THINK
WE'RE ALL
USED TO
IT AT THIS

...BUT YOUR
NEED FOR
HELP 15
ANOTHER
TRAIT OF
YOURS
THAT I FIND
ADORABLE.

N




YOU'RE
NOT JusT
SAYING
THAT?

I5 /T
REALLY

OKAY
FOR ME
70 60

=4

THAT'S

BASICALLY

THE MAIN  “JUST”
EVENT ?
OF THE

TRAINING

2 | o
v

)
l.,‘”ﬁ A |

I MEAN,
WE'RE JusT
GONNA BE
DOING OUR
PERFOR-
MANCE
AT THE
TRAINING
CAMP,
RIGHT?

PRACTICE
HOWEVER WE

LET’S GO
SOME-
WHERE FUN
INSTEAD!




AND IS IT WONDERFUL
ABSO- \ OKAY IF THIS DISCOVERY
TRADITIONAL THAT WILL
LUTELY EVENT 15 COME OuUT
NOT DESTROYED OF THIS
i BY YOUR TRADITIONAL

GENERATION?

.

THAT’S THE
KIND OF

EVENT.

INTER-
ACTING
WITH NEW
MEM'BERS

GOING
FORTH
INTO NEW
FRONTIERS
OF
FRIENDSHIP
AND MUSIC
TOGETHER!

<
4

50...

A4

I THOUGHTV
IT MIGHT BE 'M IO\:SSWI]I?DE
A PROBLEM
IF I COULD KIND ASKED SORRY,
ONLY PRAC- OF A KENSHIN TO  INOKEN
TICE DURING BEGINNER DO THIS

TRAINING WITH US...

CAMP.

77

AND SINCE
BOTH OF
US ARE
PERCUSSION,
WE CAN
EVEN HAVE
A SPECIAL
PRACTICE!

THEN
T'LL
PRACTICE
WITH YOU
AS MUCH
AS YOU
WANT!




OH, NO
WORRIES,
IT WASN'T
JUST YOu,
MIWA!

GLAD WE
TOOK THE
TIME TO
PRACTICE IN
ADVANCE.

BECAUSE,

) OF COURSE,
I'M IT WAS ALL
SORRY KIND OF A

MESS!

GOD, I'M
TIRED OF
YOUR FORCED

KAN... SMILES...

YOU'RE
TOO
YOU PAY
TOO MUCH TIMID.
ATTENTION

TO PEOPLE’S
EXPRESSIONS.

HASN'T
ANYONE
EVER
TOLD YOU
THAT IT'S
ANNOYING
?




LIKE
THAT
PARTNER

THERE ARE
THINGS
YOU CAN
AND CAN'T
SAY, YOU
KNOW.

WHAT
DO YOu
MEAN
"PARTNER”

WAIT,
KAN]

You SAY
"PARTNER,"
WHAT DO
YOU MEAN?!

THAT
CAN'T
BE
You TRUE,
TOLD US  MIWA!

WAIT,
WHAT?

KAN, ARE YOU DIDN'T
SECRETLY YOU AND HAVE A
CLOSE
MIWA... BOY-
ENOUGH
FRIEND,
THAT DIDN'T
YoU TALK Jou?!
ABOUT o

THAT
STUFF?




WHAT'S
THE RIGHT
THING TO

SAY...?

CAN I GET
THROUGH
THIS?

. LIKE
SAEKO
ALWAYS
DOES.
PLEASE

rrrl



BUT T
CAN'T BE
LIKE THIS
FOREVER.

SOME-
TIME...

HAVE...
EVEN A
SMIDGEN
OF A
CHANCE?!

SHE TRIED
7O COVER IT
UP TO MAKE

ME FEEL

BETTER...

SHE WAS
DEFINITELY

-.DI5AP-
POINTED
IN ME,

HEY,
DO You
REALLY
HAVE A

BOY-
FRIEND
7!




I JUST CAN'T
KEEP LIVING MY
LIFE LIKE THIS.

THE
DAMSEL IN I HAVE TO
DISTRESS R
I USED

70 BE /5
GONE,
AS OF
TODAY!

WELL...

STRONG,
LIKE
SAEKO.




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



YOU'RE 19
AND YOU'VE
NEVER HAD A

BOYFRIEND
?!

FOR THE
SAKE OF
THESE
THREE
LONELY
WOMEN!!

THAT'S

RIGHT.

PROBLEM
?

YOU'RE

L %

it I CAN'T
AREN'T DEAL WITH
YOU SINGLE i
RIGHT
ALONE AT

NOW? ALL.

N /,\

-

[ — <\

IT'S NOT
THAT IT’S
WEIRD,
BUT
AREN'T
you
LONELY
o 4

N

a Weirdo

Chapter 14: Everyone’s




SHE ASKS WHAT'S

WITH 50 FUN NO 'M o
e el WAY pté’im%.: eo’f‘ue ON
|
MY OWN. .

WELL, I LIKE
BEING ABLE
TO DO
BASICALLY
WHATEVER
I WANT
WHENEVER
I WANT.

THEATER
AND SEE
A FILM...

Y|
S el K.OR 1
\ ‘ CAN SHUT
= NEL ) MYSELF
you «- W A THERE ARE o 1 A
seriousty W/ te B Up g TIMES WHEN COFFEE
ARE Tt 4 3 I JusT SHOP AND
FULFILLED SPEND MY i
JLlISTL LBEY - WHOLE DAY
LOOKING
YOURSELF- AT PICTURE

ALBUMS.

:
et 2 BUT THAT
RIGHT, WHY STUEF
DON'T YOU WOULD
GIVE THIS A BE EVEN
MORE FUN
WITH A

PARTNER.




HOW COME
EVERYONE'S
HERE AT
SCHOOL?!

P

IT's
SUMMER
VACATION,
Y’KNOW!!

OH??
WELL, HEY
EVERY-
BODY!

YOU'RE KIND
OF SWEATY
RIGHT NOW.
YOU OKAY?

, ALL THE

PEOPLE WHO

¥ LIVE ALONE
ARE HANGING
OUT WORKING
ON TRAINING
CAMP

EXPENSES!

WHAT?!
NO WAY.
UGH. I'M
GOING

PRETTY
FLUSTERED
AT
PRACTICE
TODAY.




THE ONE

WE WERE

TALKING

e ABOUT.
GOT IT

RIGHT \

NOW.

I'M NOT
USED TO
BEING
CALLED BY
MY FIRST
NAME.

PREFER
USSHI.

I

EFFECTS
UNIT.

o
25

YEAH!
CAN I
HAVE IT? | e I
15 IT ALL T
RIGHT? o
\\‘ ,
AND JUST
SO You
KNOW...




YOU LIVE AH!

KAN, YOU
ON YOUR -

J

'@
\

IMAKE O
WERE | TAPONT
SUPPOSED | NEVERTO K
TO HELP CALL PEOPLE
US WITH s BY NICK-
WORK N? NAMES.
TODAY!
\ [
i |

HEY!!
DON'T JusT
RUN AWAY
s~ WITHOUT A

N

WHEN JUST
HEARING A
LICANT  MAN 84y My
MAGINE NAME GIVES
BEING IN A ME THAT
RELATIONSHIP.  KIND OF A
START...

THAT _
GAVE el
ME A |

FRIGHT.

89




WHY

POl
HAVE TO
FALL IN
LOVE?

DIDN'T
HAVE TO
GO SO FAR
TO TRY TO
PROVE ME
WRONG.

I DON'T
THINK MOZU
AND ARISA
WERE BEING
MEAN, BUT...

b \
M o

. \\
* S

-1.,'\"- PR
A w%

WHAT

DOES

(T MEAN IF
SOCIETY
MAKES

PEOPLE

APPEAR-

I
GUESS
IT'8
ABOUT
SOCIETY
AND




THIS IS
PRETTY
IRRATIONAL

i . LIKE

L . SOMETHING

Ca /18 WRONG
WITH...

CURRENTLY Ve
LOOK-
IN& FOR HFE:
A BQY-

FRIEND...! /

N



THERE'S
GOING TO
BE A LOT
OF BANDS

FROM OTHER

SCHOOLS

HERE

CAN YOU
BLAME
HER FOR
BEING
EXCITED

?

CAN YOU
KEEP THE
EMBARASS-
MENT TO A
MINIMUM
?

L A "]
- ™

fd_;J -‘

My
. .

OKAY!
THE
VOLUME’S
&QQP ON
VOCALS!

Ll BE

POING MY |
BOVFRIEND ||| |
SEARCH ’ |
WHEN WE
ACTUALLY

CET

STARTED.

YEAH!
I WANT
TO FALL IN




L\
\ HAD TO
& 60 TO
N~ HER
GRANDMA'S.
IN SOME
OTHER
PREFEC-
TURE,
WAY FAR
AWAY

AH, SHE

AND T8
JUsT
TOTALLY
NORMAL

WE'RE JUST

WHERE'S T

MIWA
TODAY
7

GOING
THROUGH A
HARD TIME,
THAT’S

PLEASE
DON'T
TALK
ABOUT
HER
RIGHT
NOW...

MIKKUN'S
GIRLFRIEND
WAS
SUPPOSED
TO COME
ALONG,
BUT...

ACTUALLY,
BOTH

. ARE
SEEING
PEOPLE,
AREN'T
THEY?

MIKKUN




SOMETHING

THAT couLp
BE AN

EXTENSION
OF MY

HAPPENED
NATURALLY,
NORMALLY

..

ROMANCE
ISN'T REALLY
IMPORTANT
ENOUIGH FOR

ME TO GO
LOOKING FOR

LIFE... |

. THATD

- HE’S
DEEINITELY
THE ONE
WHO
OH, MAN,  ci0SE THE
WE LIKE SONGS,
THE SAME
MUSIC...

HE'S
GOT A
NICE
VOICE,
700...
HE'S
GOOD.

..LIKE THAT
VOCALIST
GUY UP THERE
LOOKS KIND
OF SIMILAR
TO AN ACTOR | did

M INTO. B

N

FOR
EXAMPLE...

04 &

AND HE'S
IN THE
SAME
I YEAR
AS ME,

SHOULD
60 TALK
TO HIM

AT THE

AFTER-
PARTY.




TEXT?
LET ME
GET
YOUR
NUMBER!

WOW, YOU
LIKE THAT

THERE'S
LITERALLY
NOBODY TO
TALK TO
ABOUT THEM,
EITHER!

BAND TOO,

you
CAN
JusT
NATURALLY
FALL
N LO-

Wow, /T
REALLY ISN'T
SUCH A B/6
DEAL, 18 IT?

IT8 Just
SOMETHING
THAT CAN
HAPPEN WHILE
YOU'RE LIVING

YOUR LIFE.

I WANT
70 GET
I TO KNOW
WONDER HIM
E T BETTER.
CouLp...

DOES
ROMANCE
START
OUT LIKE
THIS... ?




IM
MISERABLE

WHY AM
I THIS
M/§E§ABLE




\Y4
HEY,

FEELS SURE. ?

LIKE I'LL PUT - USSH!:
TOMORROW  MINE CAN I = =
MORNING'LL  THERE, LEAVE MY N

BE A RUSH. TOO. LUGGAGE
IN THE LY
ENTRY-
WAY?

)

F

WE'VE
GOT TO
GET THERE

WAY TOO
EARLY.

YEAH.
THE TRAINS
WON'T EVEN
BE RUNNING
YET WHERE
I LIVE.

you
SHOULD
THINK
ABOUT
LIVING ON
YOUR OWN,
MIWA.

LIVE ON MY
OWN, I'D
LIKE TO
GET A LOFT

BED...




\
RV
\ .‘\
\\
\
SUEEI
BUT

IT'LL BE
CRAMPED.

A

\

\
\
\

USSHI...
CAN...

...1 SLEEP
IN THE
LOFT S

WITH YOU

TONIGHT

2

YOU'RE
RIGHT,
TOMOR-
ROW’S
THE FIRST
DAY OF
TRAINING...

DON'T GET
SO WORKED
upP, OR
YOU'LL BE
EXHAUSTED
% TOMORROW.

HEY, I'M
NOT GONNA
FALL OUT,
RIGHT?
ITLL BE
OKAY?




...ARE
THERE
THINGS

YOU ONLY
SHOW
SAEKO

I MEAN...

I GUESS
AT SOME-
ME. TIMES

SHE GETS

MAD...

WELL,

GUESS
NOR-
MAL
?

JusT
PRETEND
I DIDN'T

ASK...

pEc)-

PO You
BECOME A
WOMAN

|

GUESS
IT’S A
LITTLE
LIKE...

CAN YOU
EXPLAIN
WHAT YOU
MEAN...7

100



I Just
FIGURED
OUT THAT
I'M NOT CUT
OuT FOR
LOVE, IS

...50
DON'T
ASK ME

ANYTHING,
JUST GO

AHEAD AND
GO TO

I'M
JUusT
TALKING
TO
MYSELF

...BUT TURNS
OUT HE AND
RIKA GOT
ALONG
BETTER.

THAT’S REALLY
JUST PAR FOR
THE COURSE,
50 ITS FINE.

BUT

.1 MET A
GUY I WAS
KIND OF
INTERESTED

I DON'T...

> REALLY WANT
TO FALL IN
LOVE ALL

THAT BADLY.

o N

JUST AS AN
EXPERIMENT -




you
ASLEEP
?

WHEN 1
SAW THEIR
FACES...

el
THOUGHT,
AH, A MAN
AND A
WOMAN.

...THE
IDEA

THAT
al’LL 3
HVETO o
BE A
WOMAN..- IIM NOT
'Ll REALLY...
HAVE TO OPPOSED TO
PRESENT AS BEING 1N A
I REALLY Ches RELATIONSHIP,
HATE IT. AND YET...




lF 1

WANT SORRY...
TO BE THIS 1S
SOMEONE KIND OF
SOCIETY CONFUSING,
ACCEPTS... ISN'T

e

SOMEONE -..I'VE
WHO ISN'T REALIZED
ME. A THAT I'LL
DIFFERENT HAVE TO
BECOME

BUT I DON'T
THINK THAT I
CAN TOTALLY
DO THAT...

...NOT
EVEN
SOME-
THING 1
Do.

I'Mm

GOING
OUT WITH
THAT’S A WOMAN,
IN NO WAY You

SOMETHING KNOW.
SOCIETY
APPROVES
OF, 15 IT?



WHEN I
WAS IN HIGH
SCHOOL, 1

WORRIED SO
MUCH ABOUT
THAT KIND OF
THING...

..BUT IN
THEEND I
COULDN'T

CHANGE WHO 1

AM-A WOMAN
WHO LOVES

WOMEN.

...IT CAUSES
PLENTY OF
PROBLEMS.

oL
TS /A A
WEIRDLY SOME- &
PERSUA-




WELL, OF
COURSE. I
THINK MY
PROBLEM
AND YOUR
..ARE  PROBLEM

SURPRISINGLY,

IT’6 OKAY TO SIMILAR
LIVE THE WAY IN A
YOU WANT . WAY.
TO. =

S
=]

R T [

.BUT I THINK ALSO, AND
YOU WOULD BE THIS 1S
BETTER OFF JUST MY
DATING PERSONAL
SOMEONE A OPINION...
LITTLE BIT
OLDER THAN
ANOTHER

FRESHMAN...!




NOW
THAT I'VE
GOTTEN
THAT ouT
OF My

M
AcTualy SYETEM

KIND OF
HUNGRY.

EVEN IF
YOU'RE IN
A RUSH, IT
WON'T DO
\ YOU ANY
o éoov.

6

THINGS
MIGHT
CHANGE

WHAT
WILL BE,
WILL BE.

ALL I KNOW
/8 THAT
CAMP /5

GONNA BE A

GOOPD TIME.




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



11 Il
H(Elqyrqlglgl

WHAT’S UP
WITH THE
HAIRBALL?

NASTY
TIMING

HE AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND
BROKE UP
YESTERDAY.

THEY'VE
BEEN

TOGETHER

SINCE HIGH
SCHOOL.

- Stop eryiny
T g, SOB

ITs such a
HEY, bommer- SOB
SAEKO A Y.
e /\./’\"\,\\ S“?
ﬁ N1
| ‘\l\l 'h{‘.h\

7 N




4

EVER SINCE
THAT DAY,

SAEKOS
BEEN A

LITTLE...

... TOUCHY.

AN

ABOUT
THE
SEATING

ARRANGE-

MENTS

WASN'T
MIWA
GONNA SIT
BY ME?

TSU-
RUTA...
THIS 15

THE REAL
ARE YOU ~WORLD.
UNHAPPY  THINGS

SITTING PONT
NEXT TO  ALWAYS

ME? GO HOW
You




/ ..BECAUSE
I DON'T
HAVE IT

TOGETHER.

DID HE
MEAN BY
“PARTNER"
?/

DO YOU
HAVE

A BOY-

FRIEND?

oued
HAVE TO
CHANGE.
BUT...

DECIDED

WHY I

: KNOWS
\ / ABOUT
[~ IT?
/

HE y-

/\ DOESN'T
; KNOW/
avENT ol
AN\?‘I}E‘II-{?NG UNDERe-

TN STANDING.

\ HIM.
| Pa

YEAH,
THAT'S
TRUE.

I GUESS
I DON'T
REALLY
KNOW.

I-I'D REALLY
PREFER
IF WE
STOPPED
TALKING
ABOUT ME.

IT's
PRIVATE




MIWAAA,

LET ME
LEAN ON
you!

«BUTIT
WASN'T
SMOOTH
AT ALL!!

wed
MANAGED
TO GET
THROUGH
/T..

AHH, CAN
IGETUP
IN HERE
AND SLEEP
BETWEEN
THESE?

\ OH... IT
MUST HAVE

I WAS
BEEN TOUGH 1 ﬁl‘{rP ngTREK
AT THE BAR )
LAST NIGHT. DIDN'T LAST
GET A NIGHT.
You LOT OF

WORKED
HARD.

Aw, that's so nice. | want

to do that with a How dace ov

girlFriend some-
day .-

put on this

this ovt

W] )
g
TN

dsdest | ey AL
\ou'se downd LOOK 50

PISSED
OFF...




YOU WERE
EVEN OFF  INCE
WE'VE
GRANDMA'S
EACH
ONOWR o H
THREE- '

MONTH
ANNIVER-
SARY.

SAEKO,
WHAT’S
WITH
you?

YOU'VE
BEEN
STICKING
TO ME
ALL DAY.

OUR GROUP
GOT PICKED

TO CHOP
INGREDIENTS

\ FOR THE
;-k BARBEQUE.

)
... TALKED

AND
HOW
COME
WE'VE
GOTTA

HAVE
BEFORE. ROOM-
G{BLS MATES?

w Yo ANYTHING
SEXY!
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OR WOULD
YOU LIKE ME
TO HUG ON

You, TOO...7

SAYIN'
STUFF LIKE
THAT 1S
RUDE TO
PEOPLE
WHO ARE
ON THAT
TEAM.

LOOK,
WHATEVER.
PRACTICE
DON'T GO  WILL START
TO THE SOON!

WRONG

STUDIO. M

GOoT
IT!

=




PLEASE
TEACH ME,

IDEA WHAT
TO DO...

/“:/ vou N

LIKE JusT
...AT ...YOU NOW... \
TIMES IMMEDIATELY ’_3 PERSONAL
LIKE HAD A & coxmuul-
. CATION
THAT. COMEBACK

IT WAS ' ‘ %‘ E o Sl
AMAZING. j il

IF SOMEONE
SAYS SOME
RANDOM SHIT
AND YOU
RESPOND BY
GETTING ALL
SERIOUS,
SO s qust
GOTTA B EXHAUSTING.
RANDOM
RIGHT
BACK.

LOOK,
(TS LIKE
THIS...




IF you
JUST LET
THEM GO

AT YOU ALL
THE TIME
WITHOUT EVER
RESPONDING,
YOU FEEL AWFUL
IN THE END.

HUH?!
WELL, /
F/ THAT -
u eee You "
7 GOTTA
P
%
¥

d

o

IF I COULD
TELL THEM
HOW I FELT,
I WOULDN'T
FEEL SO
ANXIOUS...

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO TELL
THEM WHAT
YOU REALLY
THINK.

YOU JusT
GOTTA GET A
YOUR POINT

ACROSS.

...50 YOU
DON'T HAVE
TO DO IT
ANYMORE.

I...WANT
TO BE
STRONG
ENOUGH TO
PROTECT
MYSELF...




\

WE LETS
HAVE GO BACK e
TO GET TO OUR = 1

OUuRr ROOM. i 0
INSTRU-
MENTS.

RIGHT,
...ONE LET'S GO
MORE  THROUGH

TIME IT...
BEFORE
WE CALL
IT QUITS.

KAN!
PUT A
LITTLE
MORE

ENERGY

INTO IT!




MIWA,
THE PART
AT THE END

OF THE
HOOK...THIS

\\ " "y

I wAs
EMOTIONALLY
PREPARED
FOR A
CONFRONTA-

«.8UT IT'S
TOTALLY

-BUT I
DON'T
WANT
7O BE

OCH,
I WAS
THINKING
MIWA, THAT,
IT’6 GOT TOO!
THIS
RHYTHM
THERE.
THATS
YEAH, IT'S ngZéf/T
RIGHT I WAs
THERE, .. FOLLOWING
THE SHEET
MUSIC...
SO
LISTENED O
TO THE 1 ‘a Q’ 2
SONG A .
20 MANY R -
TIMES I t
MEMORIZED .
/.. 7y .3 o
."; T
i




UM...I'M
ACTUALLY
PLAYING
ACCORDING
TO THE SHEET
MusiIC...

.50
WOULDN'T IT
BE BETTER
FOR YOU
TO MATCH
ME...7

YOU'RE
RIGHT!




WHAT'S
UP WITH
MIWA?

NOW
LOCOK AT

DAMN
MIKKUN

ALL OLDER
GIRLS,
TOO!




BUT IT'S
BEEN A WHILE
SINCE I'VE
PLAYED WITH
SPARKLERS,
AND I WAS
LOOKING
FORWARD

LET'S
SNEAK AWAY
DURING THE
FIREWORKS.

YOU CAN
DO THAT
ANYTIME...

HANG OUT
TOGETHER

CAN WE
AT LEAST
BRING SOME
SPARKLERS
WITH Us?




I Just
THINK
THEY'RE
SO
PRETTY...

REALLY...7

ALL THEY
DO 15
JUST

T g
> OH, 5TOP! ] g
i A P %8 YOU'RE A
S St BILLION
> TIMES
L woro? [/ PRETTIER
AH HA HA, T
WELL YOu
SET ME
UP, SO 1
HAD TO!

HERE'S

[N ARy
4 S

LOOKIN’
AT YOU,

COULDN'T
|

I'M NO
GOOD AT
THINGS
LIKE THAT.
IT'S TOO
EMBAR-
RASSING.

KID.

YOU TRY
(T TOO,
MIWA.




SAEKO
REALLY 15
ACTING

DIFFERENT
SOMEHOW




: <) 1 KNOW
WE CAN'T
BUT 0o IT
CAN IN THE
WE HOTEL
PO IT ROOM!

NOW I'M
STARTING
TO REALLY

OH

ARE THOSE
TWO EVEN
TRYING
ANYMORE?

THEY'RE
NOT
HIDING
IT AT
ALL.




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do We
[REIATIONSHIP?



OH T
TOLp YOU
ALREADY.

I WANT YouU

TO BE A BOY
WHO "CAN" PO
ANYTHING ON
HIS OWN, ANP
BE INPEPEND-

NO, NOT
THAT...

EVERYONE
SAYS ITS A
WEIRD NAME,

ANDP T PON'T
LIKE IT

THE MORE
PIFFERENT
YOU ARE,
THE MORE
SPECIAL
YOU ARE.

I PONT
WANT YOU
TO BE
NORMAL,
JUST LIKE
EVERYBOPDY

|
Chapter 16: The Woman | Hate
Most in the Entire World




P <Dt

THEN. -

NOT
BEING THE
SAME AS
EVERYONE
AROUNP
YOU...

IF YOU'RE
FREE, CAN
YOU GO
GET MORE

V

KAN,
PLEAAASE! WANTED
ME TO
> . | I\ Askyou
j \ TO...

BEFORE
THE
STORE
CLOSES,
OKAY?




THIS IS

WELL,
MAYBE YOU
SHOULD
GO SLEEP
IN YOUR

NOT

BUSY GOING,
SLEEP- I'M
ING. NOT

r B

YOU'RE
THE MOST
INTENSE
PERSON
IN THE
ENTIRE
cLue,
MIHO.

IF YOU'RE
NOT QUICK
ABOUT IT,
T'LL KILL




THIS
FREAKIN'

YOU CAN

INSTEAD.

SOMETIMES
FOLLOW THE
DRUMLINE

1T'S HARD
TO TELL .

FROM JUST ElLE

THE SHEET '

MusIC

I'Mm /
g | ousT
SUCH A /
l || I BEGINNER

PRM(

W (O

NO WAY...
YOU HAVE
TO RUN AN
ERRAND?

AHHJ SUMP\ER \ el

THEY'RE i l l l | \ O

MAKING
ME RUN pm«'t@

ERRAND




[~

I ASKED
IF THEY
couLp
HELP ME
WITH
I'M EXTRA
PRACTICE.

YOU'RE

NO, NO...

WELL, NOT
YOU'RE NOT BAD.
GOOD... FAR

PLEASE
STOP...

ARE YOU
GONNA

WITH
ALL THOSE
DUDES
SURROUNDING

...You
ALMOST
LOOK LIKE A
NORMAL GIRL
WHO LIKES
Guys.




I'M NOT
SURROUND-
ING
MYSELF

... THAT
ISN'T
WHAT I'M
DOING.

>

HUH,
WHAT’S
WRONG,

TSURUTA
?

STOMACH
HURTS!!




The

etk

n

AH, KAN,
YOU WERE
ON YOUR
WAY OUT
SHOPPING,
OUT YOUR RIGHT?

DuTY....!

PLEASE
GO, DON'T
WORRY

SHOULD 1

AH, NO, CALL AN

1 DON'T AMBULANCE

THINK... ? :
ACTU-

ALLY, I'M
ALREADY
GETTING
BETTER!

...BLH"le ...KNOW
YOLRE WHAT’S
JusT  CVERIN 1 GOING ON
LET ME

KNOW.  ANYTHING




I KINDA
LOST
THE
THREAD
HERE...

I'LL
COME
AND
GET IT
LATER.

BRING IT TSURUTA,
BACK TO CAN I AsK
THE PARTY YOU FOR A
ROOM FAVOR REAL
FOR ME, QuICK?
PLEASE?

...NEED TO
LEARN TO
DO THINGS

ON MY




THAT'S {
NOT
IT.

SHOP'S
CLOSED
ALREADY.

I-I'M
GOING TO
ASK YOU
DIRECTLY

DIDN'T
HEAR
ABOUT
IT...

PID YOU

HEAR

ABOUT
Us FROM
SOMEONE
?

wee s




—
N
| WHA=-
A\ AY i
iy DURING
Q—y y ’ THE FIRE-
; / WORKS,
Coar Do) (| 1  youeuws |\
A 0 I JUST  GOT ALL
N\ v ' ‘ SAW  HOT AND
NO AV A— 7N ' /H mour heaw.
WAY . N N IN THE .
. oNe OPEN.
o J : .‘ b
MAKES D‘éﬁ?ﬁ WELL, IT'S
ME A LITTLE
UNCOM- \;1'4(:5:: LATE
FORT-
ABLE. SEE. FOR YOU
TO TRY
: — TO HIDE

THINGS.

YOU'RE
ALWAYS ALL

OR WERE

\ °‘§$H§§F“ YOU TRYING
' FLIRTING TO HIDE AT

ALL?

AWAY AT
g SCHOOL...

...BECAUSE
WE'RE BOTH
WOMEN?




4t i)
JUusT

REALLY
ssslPF LIKE IT

...IN FRONT OF ”;?%'5
OTHER PEOPLE.
SAYING
1 WOULD
THINGS TO
APPRECIATE OUT US...

THINK IT'S
FUNNY...?
BECAUSE

WE'RE BOTH

DOES BEING
AROUND
PEOPLE...

..WHO ARE

DIFFERENT

MAKE YOU
UNCOMFORT-
ABLE?

ALL COUPLES

MAKE ME
UNCOMFORT-

L THINK  ABLE, AND
ANYONE HONESTLY...
WHO DOES
PDA SHOULD
JUST DROP
DEAD.

BUT
THAT'S
NOT
WHY I'M
HARASSING
YOU.




=
\

Chi)

[

= )

q

1T
, SERIOUSLY
v & IRRITATING.
ALREADY §

CRYIG

|5
\
1
|
[

..YOU'VE
NEVER
IN YOUR
LIFE BEEN
HATED BY
OR  SOMEONE.
HATED
ANYBODY.




yYou
JUST LIVE
YOUR LIFE,
CAREFREE.
NEVER
HAVING BEEN
BETRAYED BY
ANYONE

EVERYONE
SPOILS
YOU AND
PROTECTS

YOU.
YOU musT
HAVE BEEN
RAISED IN
A HAPPY
ENVIRONMENT.

[

PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN
PROTECTING
ME...

..A LOT
LATELY.

BUT I
KNOW THAT
I CANT LET
THINGS GO
ON LIKE THAT
FOREVER.

I THINK
I WANT TO
CHANGE.




I WOULPN'T
WORRY
ABOUT IT.
I'M SURE
IT'S JUST
ONE OF
THOSE
APOLESCENT
PHASES...

PEOPLE
CAN'T
CHANGE...

THEY JUST
LEARN TO

LIVE RIGHT...
OR THEY DIE.

POCTOR,
PLEASE

MAKE THIS

BOY
NORMAL.

CAN YOU
FIX HIM
BEFORE
HE
GROWS

I PON'T
KNOW
WHERE
I WENT
WRONG
WITH HIM.




YOU'RE

\ e ou KAN, YOu
) OUT OF SLUG! BASTARD!
BOOZE
MIWA FOEOA(’.ES “A"llzg
W Yyou

DOING

I WHAT ARE

YOU TWO

DOING OUT
HERE? ARE
YOU GOING
ouT?

’l

WAIT,
HUH...?

ACTUALLY...

WHAT ARE
YOU DOIN’
PARTYING
OUT HERE?
IS THAT
OUR BOOZE
YOU'RE
DRINKING?
I CAN'T
BELIEVE
you!

NOBODY’S
ACTUALLY
ASKING
ANYONE OUT,
RIGHT?

OH
GOSH!
KAN, TELL
ME ALL
ABOUT
IT!




over ontil you

carry it back
to the

JusT
WONDERING
IF SHE'S
WORTH
GETTING SO
JEALOUS
OVER.




WHATS
50
GREAT
ABOUT
HER?

IM

EVEN SHOCKED.
THOUIGH
SHE’S
..NOBODY NOT
REJECTS HER, ~ NORMAL

EVERYONE
LOVES HER,
SHE LIVES
THIS CHARMED

LIFE...

CAN'T

BELIEVE
SHE
EVEN

EX/STS.

b j/\\‘ I)U\QED /‘ o ) \/ f'ﬁ

)’\ A
T0 BE - -
ﬁ‘xﬁ\' LR T@T ﬁwéj/ r

DIFFERENT. " ABOUT
. ME? /
RN \\V\L\;&\\\w}.‘ )
\ A N \. Vo @
\ ANNEN ‘
\ NOW\I \ ﬁ/ ] J—_ L i— " MY /\_./
.J'UG'T WAN T &-{=\ ) PAREN 74
TO KILL 7 \ ; _,1,-\ /
THAT PART ! \ e \ % 1 \_/ EVERYONE -
OF MYSELF. / AROLND ME +

REJECTS
ME.



I Just
WANTED TO
LIVE A LIFE

WHERE I WAS
ACCEPTED.

I WANTED
A SILLY LIFE
WHERE I
COULD WORRY
ABouTt
STUPID
NORMAL
THINGS.

I'M THE
ONE WHO’S
JEALOLS.

I'M
JEALOLS
OF THEIR
LIVES.




ANYHOW,
ABOUT
EARLIER...

I WASN'T
REALLY
JEALOUS
OR ANY-
THING.

THERE
ARE OTHER
GIRLS IN
HERE, SO NO!

You
DON'T

_ LIKE THAT
IDONT  wiND OF
GET THING.

JEALOUS
EITHER,
50 DON'T
WORRY...

=
‘{ﬁ\
[ |

\\




How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



THIS 15...
A B/G

..OUPER
INCREDIBLY PROBLEM...
JEALOUS RIGHT TRZ,jI ZZFULL%
NOOOOW...
SUPER...

I'VE
BEEN
50
AWFUL
LATELY

AND ITS
NOT LIKE

Chapter 17: I'll Never Forgive You



/\/ OHH, I

KNOW
THIS ONE.

BROTHER
PLAYS IT

THIS
WEAPON’S
STRONGER.

MORNING!
=BNEL IS ZAWA LET  LOOK!
e ME BORROW
HARD,

THOUGH

YOU TWO
REALLY GET
ALONG, DON'T
You?

I CANSIT
NEXT TO
MIWA,
REALLY?!

SURE?! IS
IT OKAY?!

WHAT?!
ARE YOU




WE ALREADY
DECIDED
YOU'D SIT BY
ME, RIGHT?

RIGHT?!
I KNEW

WELL...YOU
SEEMED TO
WANT TO SIT
NEXT TO HER
WHEN WE
50  WERE ON
I'M  THE BUS...

TAKING

ARE YOU
PLOTTING

SOMETHING
?

I'M
JUST

ACTUALLY,
I WANT TO ’
DON'T WANT JusT SAY SORRY GIOTNS%
TO RESTRICT BECAUSE FOR WORRY
HER CHOICES SHE'S MY MONOPOLIZ-
IN FRIENDS GIRLFRIEND NG HER FOR TOO HARD
OR DOESN'T MAKE 50 LONG, I ABOUT WHO
WHATEVER IT RIGHT FOR GUESS. MIWA GETS
ME TO DO CLOSE
TO, OR

WHATEVER

151



JUST BE AS
FRIENDLY AS
YOU LIKE,
OKAY?

DO you
REALLY
MEAN
THAT?

HEY, MIWA,

WANT TO

EXPLORE

THE HOTEL

TOGETHER

AFTER

WITHOUT THIS?
SAEKO?

Q

< WELL,

MIWA AND
EVERYBODY
ELSE, DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT ME.

THEN
MAYBE TI'LL
COME BY

AND STEAL
HER AWAY.

WHEN
PEOPLE SAY
THINGS LIKE
THAT, I JUST
WANNA TRY

TO MAKE

THEM

JEALOUS.

I GUESS 1
REALLY AM
NALGHTY.

COME
ON NOW,
STOP
TEASING



UM, WE l, 50...
FOUND A % HOW'D
SUPER-FANCY YOUR
CONCERT HOTEL
HALL THAT EXPLORA-
WOULD BE (! TION
6REAT FOR W Go"‘?
PUTTING ON r/
A SHOW. _
__(/ GO @A e
povou \ 4 )
THINK WE o
CAN USE IT ‘
TONIGHT? A =]
;y —
WHAT,

PO YOU REALLY? 1
THINK I'M A WOULD THINK
MISCHIEVOUS YOU'D LIKE

KID OR THAT KIND OF
SOMETHING?! EXPLORATION

THING, TOO...

EITHER
y WAY, I
COULDN'T
Q T}
RIKA SAID f
SHE WANTED
TO GO
WITHOUT
ME...




I'M
SERIOUS, I'M NOT

THATEIT! Wi To| SULKING
WANT TO BE "
I HATE A WEIRDO o
CONTROLLING  AND TIE YOU
SHIT AND DOWN!

JEALOILISY

YOU'RE

SULK-
ING,

YOU SAID
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT
LAST NIGHT,
ARE YOU TOO...
REALLY

THAT
AGAINST
IT?

ACTUALLY

...IT WOULD
BE FINE WITH
ME IF YOU
WERE A
LITTLE
JEALOUS
FROM TIME
TO TIME...

IWTM—IZ



YOU'RE
MAKING
\ AN
INCRED-
% _ ’}‘1’ IBLE FACE
I\ 5 RIGHT
I¢ You " }& NOW...
ONLY
KNEW / A /
WHAT I'M 7, \ _
GOING
THE’OUGH
\

WHAT
?

NOT LIKE
YOU'D BE
JEALOUS
OVER ME,
ANYWAY.

..I'VE
GOT TO
KEEP A
CERTAIN

SENSE OF

DISTANCE

BETWEEN

FOR
IT TO
LAST AS
LONG AS
POSSIBLE

I
KNOW
HOW

SERIOUS
JEALOUSY

I'VE
HAD
EXPERI-
ENCE,
AND I'VE
FAILED.




ALL RIGHT,
NOW WE
CAN GAME
UNTIL
OUR NEXT
PRACTICE
SESSION!

BUT
THAT
DOESN'T
MEAN-

You
WANNA
HANG
OuT WITH
MIWA
TOO?

You
HAD A
600D

TIME

BEFORE,

RIGHT
?

WHY DON'T

YOU GAME

WITH THEM,
MIWA?

156



BECAUSE
I'M NOT
EVEN
REMOTELY
WORR/IED
ABOUT IT!!

—

I WANT
MIWA TO
MAKE A LOT
OF FRIENDS
AND NOT
WORRY
ABouT
ME.

157




...KEEP
TALKING
ABOUT HOW
THEY'D LIKE
TO TALK TO

CAN YOU
ACT AS AN
INTERMEDI-

ARY FOR

us?

FIDGET FIDGET
2 =

YEP, I'M
TOOOOTALLY

THEY MIGHT
LOOK
SCARY, BUT
THEY'RE
SHY.

THAT’S
FINE.

THEN YOU
JUusT

MIWA OVER
THERE?!




LOOK,
MIWA’S
HAVING

TROUBLE.

THAT’S

...THERE'S

NO PROBLEM
WITH THEM WELL

BECOMING

FRIENDLY. WE'RE
ALL FIRST-

\4




\Y Now sHe's
JUST BEING
STRANGELY

STUBBORN

LIKE SHE'S
HAVING
FUN TO

WILL YOU
STILL BE
OKAY IF
MIWA ENDS

THEN.

ME.

""""""" MAN,
..... SAEKO’S
S U BEEN

R TR\ ANNOYING

LITTLE e

.......... BIT
MORE,




HEY!
YOU'RE
DOING

IT RIGHT
NOow!!

H II""""!"‘"INHIII

| Ll
(¢

OHHH...
DID You
SPILL BEER
ON HER?
THAT’S SO
FUN...

NEXT TIME
I'D LIKE

TO TRY A

LITTLE OF
THAT...

I'M...
NOT. .
JEALOUS!

ARE YoOU
OKAY?
You
SEEM
SUPER
SHAKEN

MIWA
AND 1
SLEPT
TOGETHER
THE NIGHT

BEFORE
THE
CAMP.

15

PRACTICAL
JOKE OR
SOMETHING,
RIGHT?

IT
DIDN'T
STEP
OVER THE
LINE OR
ANYTHING,
SO I'M

FINE, I
GUESS.

THIS
LIKE A




AH HA HA...

SORRY TO [

DISAPPOINT, NO WAY!

BUT NOT IN USSHI,
THE WAY SERIOUSLY
YOU'RE 21
HOPING.

SHE
CRYING
7

ORIGINALLY
PLANNED
TQ HAVE

SEEMS LIKE
HE WON'T BE
ABLE TQ PUE
TO A BROKEN

HEART. SO T'LL



MIWA'S

-HELLBE
GIVING AN
APQLOESY

AND MIKKUN'S
JUST ABOUT
TO GET
INTERESTING,
TOO.

KAQRY,
I'M SQ
SORRVY!!

MNP
THE P15-
APPQINT- APQLO-
INE ElZE
QUTCOME FOR MY
I WEAK-
CREATED NESS
\/x




GET VIDEO

JEALQUSY

ad

WHAT'S |
WRONG
NG}

AP T
THOUEHT...
WHAT’S
GONNA
HAFPEN IF
SHE FALLS
IN LOVE WITH
SOME QTHER
&uy?

N

TREALLY PQ
UNPERSTAND

PIPN'T HAVE
TQ WORRY

BUTSTILL.

MY EX, WHO

WQULPN'T
MAD IF YOU

HAVING FUN
WITH QTHER







o HAVE

o You

r STARTED
TOe

...HATE
ME AFTER
ALL...?

sl

i
R

i

e

dEEe

DON'T
GET
IT... J

=

 ul

<
—

THAT'S _ h

A TOUGH <=8 RIS
ACT TO : =
FOLLOW. '

WHY
ARE YOU
PUSHING
ME AWAY
ALL OF A
SUDDEN
2

YOu STAY
WITH

I
HAVE JUST
.you 7 - W\
GOTTEN = ;
TIRED OF <
wWAITNG B =
FOR ME TO -

CHANGE?



AHHH

I HATE
THIS... I
CAN'T THINK
ANYMORE...




How Do WE
[REIATIONSHIP?



£
2
=

2z

SAEKO




THE...

P-PLEASE
STOP
WITH ALL

170



\C

PID
SOMEONE
SAY
SOMETHING
BAD TO

You...?

PID
SOME-
THING

ARE YOU

OKAY?

WHAT’S

WRONG
?

7

SO01
JUST GOT
CARRIED

NO
MATTER
WHAT 1
Do, You

BASICALLY
CAN'T GET
MAD.

You
HAVEN'T
DONE
ANYTHING
WRONG,

I'M
STICKING JusT
CLOSE
5% iy

PUSHING




WAS THAT
REALLY THE
REASON?

R T T o W R R T T B AN N
oo % =4
) — R

EVEN
YOU...
-.HAVEN'T
EVER BEEN
THAT
CHILDISH.

YOU Just
DIDN'T REALLY N-
KNOW AM A NOOO
YET, 1 BRAT!
GUESS.




LIAR.
I'M THE
YOURE  WEAK
STRONG,  ONE.
SAEKO.

I'M
TELLING
YOUu I'M
NOT
STRONG!
SHEESH!

HAVE
NO
IDEA
EITHER

MANAGED
70
OBSCURE...

My
ACTUAL
REASON.

MY TRLE...
FEELINGS...

TALKING
ABOUT
ANY-
MORE!!

P




YEAH. I
WONDER
IF THERE'S
FOOD
LEFT.

MIWA
HASN'T
ASKED ME
ANYTHING
ABOUT
IT SINCE

THEN.

JusT
BEING
NICE AND
TRYING
NOT TO
WORRY

WE'RE
GONNA PULL
AN ALL-
NIGHTER
WITH SOME
UPPER-
CLAGSIMEN

| WE'RE

: NOT UM,

? GOING MAKE

= BACK SURE
” N TO THE YOU'VE
) ROOM GOT A

TONIGHT ~ ROOM KEY

N YOU.




DOES
EVERY-
BODY
HAVE
A FULL

CHARGE?!

I DON'T
HAVE THE
- RIGHT
TO BE
DOING
THAT
WITH YOU
NOW...




ss2adh
s 1]

..BUT AHH,

TH/S... clo)
THIS 15 CAMN [T...

THE I'M
BEST... ! JUST THE
WORST...

ARE

5’&‘5 ALL THAT
i SHIT TUST
MASO- HAPPENED!
CHIST?!

THOUGH I
MADE HER
FEEL ALL

......

I PUSHED

YOU AWAY, WOULDN'T
I HURT YOU THAT
SO MUCH... MAKE
YOU NOT
WANNA

DO IT?



IT's
TRUE,
THOUGH.

IN THE
END, 1
TALKED TO
SO MANY
PEOPLE...

..AND 1
FEEL LIKE
A =/ I'M A LITTLE
. LESS SHY.

A

I WANTED
TO CHANGE
THAT
PART OF
MYSELF...

...60 THE
TIMING
WAS
Al JusT
O\ RIGHT.

&

ACTUALLY,
THAT'S
HALF A

LIE.

...AS MUCH
AS YOU
THINK YOU
DID.

BUT...

el
DON'T
THINK |
YOU HURT /
ME...




i

WHAT?
I'D
NEVER

I'M
LIAR.

WE'RE
NoT
WORR/ED
ABoUT
THE SAME
THING AT

ALL...

... THINKING
WHAT IF YOU
STARTED
HATING ME...

I WAS
LONELY

I THOUGHT
YOU MIGHT
HATE ME,
AND I WAS
SO ANXIOUS
ABOUT THAT.

ANXIOUS

we Were (] - <
WORRIED /
ABOUT
THE SAME | |
THING... o



P
A
N
T

—Z>-g

IF
—{ ANYTHING,
I'D LIKE

T..
=3
HARDER.

I
/ l, x\
\\ 7
/
5y
N
Ny

AND I MADE
MIWA SO
ANXIOLS. ..

..BECAUSE
OF MY
FOOLISH
PRIDE.

I WAS 1 O/ T
WORRIED A ES > 7
I MIGHT =
HAVE JUsT J\) 24

HIRT |27 > § 0

you... <




IFI
THINK
ABOUT IT
CALMLY,
I GETIT

— N

I'M THE
ONLY
ONE WHO
GETS
7O SEE s

MIWA... —

-

w10
FEEL
HER...

, ()
; HER LIKE \ —s i
s THIS. j v

IT'S
FINE IF
YOU HURT
ME...

\

\
\

PLEASE,
MORE.




THEY

4 DON'T
KNOW
WHAT THIS
/8 LIKE...
I'M
THE ONLY
ONE WHO
DOES.

IM

FINE WITH

THIS...

FIRST
LOVE'S

FIRST

LOVE
WAS YOU,
KOUKI?!

You
KIDDIN
ME?

—

... THOSE
AWFUL
FEELINGS
AFTER
TODAY.




IS
BASICALLY
IMPOSSIBLE
FOR YOUR
FIRST LOVE
TO COME
TRUE,
THOUGH!

YOU'RE / |
) THE REAL i ‘,!-‘.’;27’1‘
INNOCENT YEAR IN
HERE! MIDDLE
SCHOOL
...AND I
PUBERTY - _ COULDN'T
REALLY . - EVEN
WAS AN | ; TALK TO
EMBAR- ; MY FIRST
RASSING () ! T LOVE.
TIME... | { :
/)
-~
- IF IT WERE
[}
L BUTI . L
cm.gwx GET IT ) & COULD'VE
AT LEAST
WKEI’NI { FOLLOWED
el HER ON
TWITTER...




N

WHAT
AM 1 WE'RE
SUPPOSED  GOING

TO SAY ~ HOME
TO MY TODAY!

YOU'RE
FEELIN".

THERE’S
GOTTA

“SORRY”

CAN'T
FIX

BE A
LIMIT

SOME-

I MEAN...
I DON'T
THINK THAT’S
UNUSUAL
ENOUGH FOR
TTOBEA U
PROBLEM
IF YOU TELL
THE TRUTH

HOW WILL
I EXPLAIN
THIS TO
MY MOM?

I
CRIED
SO MUCH

THAT
MY FACE
GOT ALL
SWELLED
up...

YOU THINK
WE SHOULD
HAVE A
PARTY TO
WE CHEER ,
COULDN'T MIKKUN UP?

REALLY BE
THERE FOR
HIM DURING
THE CAMP...




JUST TAKE
HIM OUT
AND PARTY
DOWN.

MAYBE IF
WE ACT
LIKE WE'RE
NOT DOING
IT ON
PURPOSE

DON'T
\ YOU THINK
. < THATLL
N JUST RuB
‘ MAYBE
. ) W TN //K
: - 1l
/\\ ; e \\ i § / i /
7
W
w i l| 1T'S JusT
N TOO SAD
_ o IF THIS IS
, ) N HIS ONLY
GETTING  MEMORY
N THEN FIRST
PN GOING TO  gUMMER IN
i TRAINING COLLEGE
¥ CAMP AND
77N CRYING ALL
= NIGHT. |
— |
. a\oo\))(v ¢ = -——- WHEN
WHAT'S ) s T o857 OOPS... — MY
Gl w25 % S — '/ 1 JusT
oot 200 LOOKS - WANTED ~ HEART
OPINION, vkt DTy gs T | IT WAS
FNIOS G e s O | LKE T H TO BE LEFT oot
! 520 |\ A TOUCHY ALONE FOR €
2 SUBJECT...




WAIT,
THE WAY
YOU SAID
THAT...

<

HAVE YOU
HAD YOUR
HEART
BROKEN
BEFORE?

IMAGINE
SOMEBODY
DUMPING
YOU, MIWA!!

1
WASN'T
DUMPED

OH, IT'S

CHANGE OF
SCENERY.

JusT
BEING
DEPRESSED
FOR SO
LONG IS
HARD..




NAH,
IT'S NOT
URGENT

e

SHOULDN'T
you
ANSWER




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



HELLO!
IT's
ME, THE
AUTHOR,
TAMIFULL.

I NEVER

REMEMBER
ANYTHING
BuT
"LOOKS
TOUGH"...

THANKS SO
MUCH FOR
PICKING UP
PONDERING VOLUME 2
WHAT TO OF THE
DRAW COMIC!
FOR THIS
AFTERWORD...
\ | BEFORE I -+-AND
STARTED SINCE I'M
~ SERIALIZING FINALLY
7 ’ DOING A
I DECIDED
A | T T
PROTAGO- THOUGHT BAND
w NISTS PLAY I'D TELL CLUB...
GUITAR AND YOU A
BASS... LITTLE
» L,___ STORY
AN AB%TD ME
F%éf _ GUITARS AND
- a COMICS!
—
THEY .
SURE HAVE TVE ONLY .’..EXCEPT
A LOT OF EVER DONE I ‘F',E ;;'(E‘[’,ER A
EGQUIPMENT. DRUMS AND
LOOKS VOCALS... GUITAR OR
TOUGH... BASS!!




THIS ONE’S
REALLY CUTE, A
AND IT LOOKS
LIKE I COULD iz : wzgzﬁ;fcy
DRAW IT...BUT E X Y A VAGUE
D1 WOULD SAEKO ; (M IMPRESSION/!
BUY IT...? 2 TIME TO
sTUDY!!
MIWA
WOULD AND 80 I
DEFINITELY WENT TO AN
BUY THIS INSTRUMENT
WHITE ONE, eI
THEN...

I MIGHT

AS WELL HEE
LEARN TO HEE...
PLAY THEM, I
SINCE I'VE BOUGHT
ALREADY EMm...

Gor

% malﬁbg’ as soon 35

od
¢ oast the sebop pesiod 50 I JUST
i thfﬁﬁan? thew|l make i theis ASKED THE
; 53| o Finish at least one song: PEOPLE I
INSTRUMENTS P2 Wi comic is gpina KNOW WHO
HAVE 97 1o end op keeping M CAN PLAY BASS

COMPLETELY AND GUITAR
CHANGED AND MUDDLED
INTO THROUGH
REFERENCE SOMEHOW.
WHATA  MODELS AT g : |

WASTE!!  THIS POINT...
SOMEONE,
PLEASE
COME PLAY
THEM!!

—The End —



HOW DO WE RELATIONSHIP
\VOLUME
=" commenTary Teac

COMIC

-

AHHH,

I CAN'T
577&4?&&7
IT!

OHHH,
OUR FIRST
TIME. 50
600D
THAT HIAgéﬁY
MOMENT Lo
WHEN -
YOUR
HORNY
SWITCH
WAS TRULY
FLIPPED!

A \'“k v I WENT
W, AND PUT
"P _ A HICKEY
SAEKO, \ RIGHT ON
PLEASE. W You, BOLD
AS ANY-
1 TOLD
YOU THAT THING...
CAUSED ME
NO END OF
TROUBLE,
AND IT WAS
SERIOUS... @

HONESTLY,
YOU WERE
Hougr:l?"rl LN\ THE ONE
. o WHOSE
REALLY NEEDINESS
THINK... SWITCH
WAS
THAT'S Looks FLIPPED.
hese.
V4




SHUT UP,
SHUT UP,
SHUT UP!

. TS

sl 1L
i ) N

3

3

L

|/ \/ ;

AND YOU
WERE THE
ONE WHO
SAID THAT
JEALOUSY
WAS
STUPID...

...WHILE
YOU WERE
OVER THERE

JusT-

IT's
YOUR
FAULT FOR
BEING SO

INNOCENT
AND

«.IS NEVER
GOING TO
CHANGE,

BUT YOUR
TENDENCY TO
TRY TO USE
SEX TO FIX
EVERYTHING

Continved tn Volome 3!

YOU'LL
GET
BETTER,




Tamifull

You may think my self-portrait is “cute” or
“super gross!” | want you to know how |
feel: “I'm drawing something serious, but
| want you to enjoy reading my manga
as entertainment.” My design is based

on thoughtful calculation.

... I'm actually 374 lying...
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HELLO!
8
ME, THE
AUTHOR,
TAMIFULL.

THANKS SO
MUCH FOR
PICKING UP
PONDERING VOLUME 2
WHAT TO OF THE
DRAW COMIC!
FOR THIS
AFTERWORD...
\ | BEFORE I --AND
STARTED SINCE I'M
g, ﬁgffégﬁc& FINALLY
) DOING A
I DECIDED
LA | SV
PROTAGO- THOUGHT BAND
NISTS PLAY I'D TELL CLUB...
GUITAR AND YOU A
BASS... LITTLE
” L 1| story
“THAT AB%{E e
ANE.. GUITARS AND
X /! COMICS!
==
THEY «
A LOT OF EVER DONE L o Ar:l(ré\g-:i? A
EQUIPMENT. DRUMS AND L
LOOKS VOCALS... GUITAR OR
TOUGH... BASS!!




WHITE ONE,

THIS ONE'S
REALLY CUTE,
AND IT LOOKS
LIKE I COULD
DRAW IT...BUT
WOULD SAEKO

BUY IT...7

MIWA
WOuLD
DEFINITELY
BUY THIS

THEN...

AND 50 I
WENT TO AN
INSTRUMENT
STORE...

ICANT
DRAW A
comic
WITH SUCH
A VAGLE
IMPRESSION!
TIME TO
sTUpY!!

I MIGHT
AS WELL
LEARN TO
PLAY THEM,
SINCE I'VE
ALREADY
Gor

HEE
HEE...

BOUGHT
EM...

INSTRUMENTS
COMPLETELY

HAVE

CHANGED

INTO

REFERENCE

WHAT A
WASTE!!
SOMEONE,
PLEASE
COME PLAY
THEM?!!

MODELS AT
THIS POINT...

Yo maube as soon 85

th
they et past
the band, they

for
opal

to Finish at least !
This comit is 308
to end vp keepnd me

e setop pestod
| make it thelr
least one sond:

pf?,u'-(ﬂ bosl.-

50 I JusT
ASKED THE
PEOPLE I
KNOW WHO
CAN PLAY BASS
AND GUITAR
AND MUDDLED

SOMEHOW.

THROUGH
-

—The End —




OW DO WE RELATIONSHIP
V"2 commentary Toack

coMic

STAAAND oy
! eoio
I CAN
THAT  LARDLY
was THE  RED
MOMENT fa
WHEN -
YOUR
HORNY
SWITCH
WAS TRULY
FLIPPED!

A I WENT
}y AND PUT
4}, A HICKEY
SAEKO, RIGHT ON
PLEASE. YOU, BOLD

I TOLD
YOU THAT
CAUSED ME
NO END OF
TROUBLE,
AND IT WAS
SERIOUS...

THAT'S
TRUE
-

HONESTLY,

YOU WERE
HUH? I THE ONE
DON'T WHOSE
REALLY NEEDINESS
THINK... SWITCH

WAS
fle FLIPPED.
Y)Y hese and
hese.




S TRSRNSSIRRT

SHUT UP,
SHUT UP,
SHUT UP! (¢

—F
WS SN S E

v ,sé

[ s JEALOUSY

Y vou were
A over TuERE
JUST- |

AND YOU
WERE THE
ONE WHO
SAID THAT

WAS
STUPID...

...WHILE

IT's
YOUR
FAULT FOR
BEING SO
INNOCENT

vV
...5 NEVER BUT YOUR
GOING TO TENDENCY TO
CHANGE, TRY TO USE
S IT? SEX TO FIX

EVERYTHING

Continved tn Volome 3!



Tamifull

You may think my self-portrait is “cute” or
“super gross!” | want you to know how |
feel: “I'm drawing something serious, but
| want you fo enjoy reading my manga
as entertainment.” My design is based

on thoughtful calculation.

... 'm actually 3/4 lying...
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