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Saeko and Miwa open up to each other and say “I like girls!” on the night of their
band club’s welcome party for new students, and then ride that wave right into dating.
It's a total romance, interwoven with the tales of the lives of their light music club friends!

T Band Club
1ST-YEARS

Miwa Inuzuka @gass)

She’s really popular, but she’s never fallen
in love with someone who likes her back.
Saeko is her first girlfriend.

Saeko Sawatari Guitan

She has an assertive presence /ﬂ\ \l&\

in the club and a bad habit
of getting jealous over Miwa. T hey ‘re

% dating V) O




Tsuruta prums)

and immediately confessed. He's

Fell in love with Miwa a first sight,

got no chill when it comes to girls.

Lucha (Guitar)

A refreshing and lovable character
with an outsized body. He came
from an all-boys” high school.

Mikkun (Vocals)

A pessimist to the bone.
He's cheerful, though,
and good at singing.

Inoken (prums)

Just a little bit annoying.
He's inferested in Miwa.

N
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USShi (Guitar)

The one with the most common
sense. She has anxiefies about
her lack of romantic experience.

Rika (Vocals)

The crazy girl of the club. She's
uninhibited when it comes fo sex
and is occasionally an airhead.

. The President
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Everyone Has Their Reasons

| Can't Let You Touch Me

The Man Who Wants fo Be Past Tense

Because | Trust You

Naked Armor

Dazzling First Love

Love Is Blind

Traveling Companion to Freedom

Before the Storm

On My Continuing Serialization
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Chapter 19: Everyone Has Their Reasons =
s é@” =
— WHOA,
j THIS 15
% SAEKO?!
&\\W\\Q WOW...
0
29 DOESN'T 1 /S Dy
f SHE? |
EVERYONE , -
lh %o & ' PSRN LOOKS
,I P LIKE A
LITTLE
“THE BOY.
SAWATARIS A\ L. AL
HAVE TWO SN Nad
SONS, DON'T  BYP -
THEY?”

THEY'D SAY.

A
- (—

UM, COULD

AC YOU NOT

INVASION

TELL HER
32@& EVERYTHING
ABOUT
PONT ME,
MOM?

OVER- _
REACT! (J&===2

£
)
| D &,
i £

7 [ %

i"

VYOU ALWAYS
WANT TO
DON'T KNOW EVERY-
you? THING YOU CAN
ABOUT THE
PERSON
YOU'RE DATING

N .\i\\\\““‘“
\\ ‘\\\ “ "'I"‘a 7 N\
| /| S




] | | e
= LET'S GO
. [ OUT FOR g‘g:‘}f""
LUNCH — LisTen To
— SOME-  ANYTHING

 WHERE!

R\ SAYING
\
i 1LovE
THEN.

g2l vour

& A
Tyl |
\ o o8 SUCHA Il c’MON.
S oPer ’
B A ' !
ALWAYS ~ OFEN .
LITTLE
= == 4 I‘f'
L Ll

ALSO,
THINGS
LIKE
THAT...

...WHEN

SHIN AND
HERE,
PLEASE!
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e JUST
BE HAPPY
FOR

YOU...

THINK IT'D
BE OKAY
IF IDID,

YOU KNOW.
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MY
MOM’S
SHY LIKE
ME, SO
EVEN IF
YOU COME
OVER...

.SHE'LL

PROBABLY
JUST HIDE

SOMEWHERE.

U
v

I
MEAN,
You
WORE
THEM
WHEN
YOU WERE
A BABY,

RIGHTU
w?

iy

ANYWAY,
MY MOM’S
S MAKING
A SUKIYAKI FOR
%

DINNER, EVEN
THOUGH IT'S
STUPID HOT

TODAY.

SHE'S WAY
TOO FIRED
UP BECAUSE
YOU'RE
\ ‘ STAYING OVER
\ TONIGHT.

IT'S JusT
WEIRD TO
THINK ABOUT
YOU BEING
SO SMALL...

1T'5 :
JUST... HMA. ..
FAMILIES... HOW DO
LIVES... 1 PUT
EVERY- LIFE- Telas
ONE'S STYLES...
ARE SO
DIFFERENT,

I GUESS.




\ N
! THERE'S
T I——— ONt
/ MORE
o ) (s
7> .
!% YEoA g WONDER-
> \ : ING
ABOUT
A
\ \ \ s
(oo
2,
YOUR =
MIDDLE
SCHOOL
GRADUATION
ALBUM WAS
THE ONLY
MISSING
BOOK.
WHY?
[ -
THERE ARE ...TH'ERE -
ELEMENTARY WEREN'T ANY
N cchooL | PICTURES OF | |
PICTURES AND YOU AT THAT A
7 HIGH SCHOOL AGE OUTSIDE ]
N/ ||\ Towssor oFsciooL [frl-
VAAN=" NONE FROM .
- MIDDLE
SCHOOL.

REALLY?
BUT.. |




IT’S
DARK
PAST,

THAT’S
ALL!

YOU GOT
HEH HEH
JUST MY
SECRET

I DIDN'T
HAVE A
SINGLE

FRIEND...

EVERYBODY

I WAS
REALLY INTO
THIS EMO
BAND BACK
THEN...

...AND MY

HAIRSTYLE WAS
SUPER WEIRD
AND ARTISTIC!

ANYWAY,

EAT OVER
THERE!

IS SO DARK,
I DESTROYED
ALL PHOTO-

HV

NO,
NO,
NO,
NO,
NO

10
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ABSOLUTELY
CAN'T
BELIEVE
THAT YOU, OF
ALL PEOPLE,
HAD NO
FRIENDS.

Y4

I FEEL LIKE
YOU JusT
SIDESTEPPED
MY QUESTION,
BEFORE.

NO...

ARE
You
SULKING

7
FOR  SERIOUSLY!
: REALLY I DIDN'T
DON'T

YOU HAVE
ONE,




wienz
MIDDLE
UKH (( sCHOOL?
HIGH
SCHOOL?

—

L '\\ /

§
N

N CLA
TT ((

I

IT WAS
WITH A
GIRL,
RIGHT?
RIGHT?

1IN

LOOK,
LIKE THAT
THING WE

TALKED

ABOUT

ON THE

BUS THAT

EART-  TIME?

BREAK OR

WHATEVER! A//
= |

'i|1

You
MUsT
HAVE

REALLY
LOVED
THAT GIRL,

4
.. I'D '
RATHER  ITS [ . \0s
NOT  JUST ) | rare
REMEMBER
NO
ITIF FU
AT ALL '
POSSIBLE.



e 1 DON'T
HAVE ANY
N FEELINGS
. FOR HER
NOW.
q =
U) AL | k REALLY,
\ — NONE.
v ( \\ a
\\ IT'S JUsT,
'/ / THERE’S A
; 2 HIGH SCHOOL
I 7 REUNION IN TWO
' /. WEEKS, AND
SHE’S GONNA
BE THERE.

I'M NOT
SURE IF
I SHOULD

WHAAA? Sk

OH MY

GOD, SAE7l 1T
s \\\ \ )

IT'S SAE!
BEEN
FORiEIVER

O

HAVEN'T
SEEN YOU
SINCE
GRADUATION, /
You RIGHT?
I SERIOUSLY
| NEVER

‘ GET N
| TOUCH,




AH, HEY.
1, WE'RE SAE’S

FRIENDS
FOR A FROM MIDDLE
SECOND, SCHOOL...

I DIDN'T
EVEN
RECOGNIZE

YOU.

1
LIKED IT
BETTER
SHORT,
THOUGH.

WHAT'D




] = S "
N 1 Dl
R e | ") ?
w b
seriousty, |27 |~ I ’ |
CUT IT , : / ! WHOA:
OuT. g ' THAT
THAT'S R
MY DARK | B lN(‘:Sl
SECRET . ME BACK!
, PAsT! 1§ ——
i | I l\ | 13

So
meah DON'T
" A oAk
& SECRET!
51
WA

SHE I TOTALLY
REALLY ( ) HAD A CRUSH
0ID HAVE ON GUY SAE,
FRIENDS, YOU KNOW?
THEN.

YOU SHOULD
GET TOGETHER
WITH US WHEN
THE BASKET-
BALL CLUB
MEETS UP!

8UT,
SOME-
THINGS...

YOU LIAR.
YOU HAD
GO0D
FRIENDS
AFTER A-

ARE
you
DONE
ALREADY
?
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ITé 50
UNFAIR,
JUsT
ACTING
LIKE
NOTHING
HAS
HAPPENED

<O S
¥
i
N
! e \.\
; \
\
- b i
f

. BUT I
CAN'T PRESS
SAEKO LIKE
THAT.

I REALLY
WANT TO
KNOW...

I WANT
HER TO
STOP S/DE-
STEPPING
My
IMPORTANT
QUESTIONS.

..AND DON'T
WANT TO
REMEMBER.

AFTER ALL,
THERE ARE
THINGS I
DON'T WANT
TO SAY...

A

o7,

e

2

o

-

\
/

I WANT HER
TO STOP
TELLING

SUCH
oBvIoUS
LIES.



I MEAN, THE
SECOND YOU
WASH OFF
THE SWEAT,
YOU JusT
GET SWEATY

WHAT’S
THE
POINT OF
A BATH
ON A
DAY LIKE

THIS?!

'

AND
DRYING
MY

THE
FUTON
WET!

ARE YOU HEY, WHY
SURE? DONT 1
IT’S A DRY YOUR

HAIR FOR

17’5 FINE! you?

LET ME
DO IT FOR
YOU AS
THANKS
FOR
LETTING
ME STAY!

18



IF | WHAT’S
YOU KEEP g “E WITH

THAT UP, THIS
I WON'T WEIRD
DO IT! . GENER-
I'M osiTY?
KINDA

SCARED.

i/ HEY,
SNV WERE

REALLY?
YOU THINK
THAT'S
CuTe?!

SAID IT
MAKES IT
SOUND
LIKE I'M
NOT CUTE
ANYMORE

YOU'RE
CUTE, You

L1l

H_i )
|

iy
L
L



A LITTLE
MYSELF.

LOOKING
AT THESE
M IT FEELS ~-MAKES  picTURES
A LIKE I'V ME HAPPY  oF you
\ AP BECAU
MANAGED ECAUSE -
TO GET WXL
....... S
= INTO YOUR JUsT
SMILING
ALL THE

I GUESS

WELL, M
PHOTOS ARE | U
BASICALLY 5
Qy THE TANGIBLE | {)
RECORD R
OF YOUR

MEMORIES.

OBVI-

utr T
g i OusLY.

ONLY
SHOW THE
HAPPY
MOMENTS,

DON'T
THEY?




I'VE
GOT MY
REASONS

THANK

YOU! AHH,
THAT WAS
EASY.

YOU MUST
GET TIRED
OF DRYING
YOUR HAIR
EVERY DAY
WHEN TS
SO LONG.

WHY NOT
cuT IT

=
—— \




I'VE
GOT MY
REASONS!

I PREFER
GIRLS WITH
HUH?! LONG HAIR
REALLY

2

WELL,
PERSON-
ALLY, I
LIKE IT
LIKE
THIS.

THAT’S A

THE \

I'VE
HEARD
OF (Tl

~Z TXwnm

YOU'RE
THE ONE
WHO’s NOT
FAIR.




MIWA,
YOU'RE
HURTING
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[RELATIONSHIP?



Chapter 20: | Can’t Let You Touch Me
\

YOU

ABSO-

LUTELY
CAN-
NﬁT

WAY




YOU DON'T
HAVE TO
SAY IT SO

VEHEMENTLY

Sy
/ AHr GEEZ-
I ALREADY
TOLD YOU, - COONME
I'M JUST DIDN'T 17 R Sl W W/
BETTER
SUITED TO
BEING THE B |
TOP.

IT's GOOD
ENOUGH FOR
ME TO JusT

MAKE YOU FEEL

GOOPD.



I'M NOT
TOUCHING
YOU OR
ANYTHING...

TAKING THE
ACTIVE ROLE,
YOU DON'T GET
TO FEEL IT.

YOU'RE

MYSELF.

«.FUL-

DON'T
LOOK
SO
EXCITED
ABOUT

IT!!

’

DOES
THAT
REALLY
MAKE
YOU FEEL




L@, EVERYBODY

T MASTURBATES

SOMETIMES,
MIWA.

1 BET YOU
JACK IT LIKE
CRAZY WHEN

YOU'RE AT
HOME, DON'T

You?!

S0 You
REALLY

.00
YOURSELF,

I NEVER
EVEN
GOT OFF
BEFORE
I WAS
WITH Y=

YELLING
ABOUT
IT!

CAN'T.

I MEAN, MY
IT'S JusT,  SEX DRIVE

I CAN'T LET  DOESN'T
SOMEONE HAVE
ELSE DO IT ANYTHING
TO ME... TO DO
1 JUST WITH IT.

you X!
REALLY
DUG YOUR i
OWN
GRAVE,




MY OWN
GASPING AND
MOANING
MAKES ME
FEEL GROSS.

THERE’S
ALWAYS THIS
CALM PART OF MY
BRAIN THINKING,
“WHAT ARE YOU
EVEN FEELING?
GROSS.”

I CANT LET
MYSELF LOOK
RIDICULOUS FOR
LONG ENOUGH
TO LOWER
MY DEFENSES
AND COME.

Gross
§
\V4 4
THIS IS YOU'RE e THAT
A ME REALLY IT'S NOT  MEANS
PROBLEM. CUTE, LIKE... I LOOK

THAT STATE
EITHER...

WHATEVER!
I'M GOING

THAT’S
IT FOR
TOhiIlGHT




YOU'RE
SPECIAL,
MIWA!

BUT I
SAID

I'M I WASI
DONE SORRY!
WITH YOU, Aeer:

FORGIVE

N/

W N

YOU'RE
IMPOS-

JERK
JERK JERK
JERK!

FORGIVE
YOU,
50...




YOU'RE

YOU'RE
NOT
ACTUALLY
SHY AT
ALL?!

-

...YOU
DIDN'T
REALLY
SPEND
ANY TIME
WITH THE
OTHER
MOMS
AT ALL.




WELL,

ADULTS
HAVE
THEIR

REASONS!

YOU'LL

UNDER-
STAND
SOON

ENOUGH.

THERE'S
PLENTY
MORE
IN THE
FRIDGE.

N— ____
T = TR
Jq ] ~$ i W LIKE
1) MUCCHAN'S
G | FAMILY
H WOULD GO
ON A TRIP
WITH OTHER
FAMILIES
AND
STUFF.
I WAS
PRETTY
JEALOUS.
YEAH.
avpeo || Treating
WALNUTS, || me ke hi
(g RIGHT? 2 ¥id !
600D. N A

HEY,
MOM?

LET ME
TAKE YOUR

IN THAT
CASE,
I THINK
T'LL HAVE
ANOTHER




...HIDE
THINGS
FROM

DAD?

INA  wWHA?!
SCANDAL- WHAT
ous ?1

...DID YOU
TELL HIM
ABOUT, WASN'T
LIKE... ASKING N
YOUR A WEIRD
EXES WAY, IT'S
7 JUST...




IT'S ABOUT
A BOY-
FRIEND.

I'VE
ALREADY
FIGURED

THAT OUT,
YOU KNOW.

You
STARTED
DATING
RECENTLY?
YOU'RE IN THE
SAME CLUB,
RIGHT?

I
IF IT'S KNEW
SOMETHING T.

ABOUT THE You .
DISTANT CAN'T HIDE 2
PAST... ANYTHING
FROM YOUR
MOTHER,
1 YOU KNOW.
RECOMMEND
A POLICY OF
"DON'T ASK,

DON'T TELL."




WELL,
THAT'S
JUST AN
OPINION,
REALLY.

L7

THOUGHT -/

IT WAS BAD TO -
KEEP THINGS
FROM YOUR
PARTNER.

YOUR
FATHER
[9..!

WELL,
HE'S VERY
SERIOUS,
RIGHT?
HE'S
QUIET.

ALSO,
YOUR
FATHER
WAS
MY :
EATHER'S GRANDPA'S

EMPLOVYEE.

THAT'S
HOW WE
MET.

WE
WERE
CLOSE
ENOUGH
IN AGE,
S0...

...YOUR
FATHER'S
FIRST.




I
COULDN'T
EXACTLY

T - TELL
T HIM THE
NS \ TRUTH,
| RIGHT?!
NO, 1
SUPPOSE
NOT.

...SOMETIMES
THERE ARE
THINGS YOU
KEEP FROM
SOMEONE

e

...50 THAT
YOU DON'T
HURT
THEM.



Burt
I GUESS
EVEN THOUGH
DAD DOESN'T
KNOW ABouT

MOM’S

v THEY

PAST...
STILL GET

ALONG
REALLY -
WELL... z
S
H
) IF NOT
TALKING
ABOUT YOUR
HONESTLY, KINONESS,
Ny i
[ oo BUT... THAT'S WHAT
EVERYTHING. ~
( } I WANT TO
/ ( \\ 0 0-
I WANT HER ..IT MAKES
TO ENTRUST ME A LITTLE
HERSELF TO 54D TO
ME, BODY . KNOW THAT
AND MIND. THERE ARE
AREAS I
CAN'T TOUCH.
aut
CAN I
..ENTRUST

MYSELF TO
HER LIKE

THAT

NOW?




OH...
THE
REUNION.

TODAY'S
THE LAST
DAY TO

"SORRY
TO REPLY
50 LATE.”

I'lLL BE
COMING
GONNA
BE OKAY
?




PUSH
YOURSELF
TOO HARD
OR YOU'RE
GONNA
GET HURT!

ANYWAY,
THIS DAY
ISN'T

ABOUT ME,
IT'S ABOUT
MIKKUN.

DOESN'T

LOOK LIKE

7 HE’S REALLY

\ BACK ON

HIS FEET

/ YET, YOU

HIS

SMILE 1S
REALLY
STIFF.



vou
STAND?
HOLD
NO,
wArT, ONTO

THAT's  ME:
T00
FORWARD
OF ME,




1
JusT
TWISTED
TA
LITTLE
BIT.

...TO TRY AS
HARD AS 1
CAN TO HAVE
FUN RIGHT
NOW.

AN AMBU-

SHOULD
ICALL

LANCE
7!

IF you
CAN'T
SKATE,
DON'T
PUSH
YOURSELF,

'Ll

ﬂ GO BUY
SOME-
THING
CoLD

FOR

you!




ALl I'VE
BEEN DOING
LATELY...

wel8
WORRYING
ABout
I FEEL THINGS FROM
LIKE ALL THE PAST
THAT TIME AND GETTING

HAs‘E.é'sz DEPRESSED,
I WANT TO L JUsT i
WASTED.

ABANDON WANT TO

BLOW IT
EVERYTHING AL AWAY.

I WANT TO
CHANGE
EVERYTHING

THANKS,
TSU-
RUTA.

V1D CRoylre



/ P pre s TsﬁERETA
OH, COME
M ACTUALLY oo
NOT- ONLY NICE
LIKE THAT

TO MIWA
2

...NOW
THAT You
MENTION

/O“ O : e ey .
o | At LY T
...HOW
LONG :
AREYOU | : =

- PLANNING
ON BEING IN =
LOVE WITH
MIWA?
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MIWA,
DID YOU
FALL?!

= IT FEELS \— n
== ‘ o

MUCH BETTER
NOW THAT

TSURUTA I'VE PUT
BOUGHT SOMETHING

ME A COLD ON { il

L=

THIS ISN'T
THE END
OF OUR

CONVERSA- &

TION, JUST

SO You

KNOW...




2

MR/
||k wiove
A\J N LOV

TW; / &
Ty, TH POINTLESS N\ Al WY
r s ) e
: ; YOU JusT
!
HAVEN'T ) OULDN'T GIVE UP
. H e | ALREADY
) ' BETTER ?
y TO FIND
_ i & SOMEONE
| Ae o
VA,

I'VE
THOUGHT
ABOUT
GIVING
upP.

Wl
CAN'T!

I'VE I'VE
REALLY TRIED,
FALLEN e
IN LOVE =

WITH o

HER. T



I MEAN, I
DEFINITELY
UseEpD TO
BE ONE OF
THEM?!

LDION'T
EXPECT
THAT...




TSURUTA
SAID
MOVE
YOUR
ASS.

LOVE YOU
THE MOST
IN THE

I SAW HIM
HOLDING
HANDS
WITH SOME
OTHER
GIRL JUST
A LITTLE
WHILE AGO.




.. WHO
DON'T HAVE
HOBBIES OR

ANYTHING
ELSE THEY
WANT
70 Do.

... WERE
CREATED
FOR EMPTY
PEOPLE...

SURE

PILES UF,
DOESN'T

LOVE AND
RELATIONSHIPS
AND STUFF
LIKE THAT...

PLAYING
HOUSE
LIKE A
KID JUST

urs S

WHAT I gopep,

THOUGHT,

ANYWAY,

RIRINYON

IS THE

BEST, AN




THIS IS
Just
TOO0

HEART-

WRENCH-
ING...

WELL,

THAT'S
NOT

STRANGE

THIS
KIND OF
LOVE I8
FANTASY,

AFTER ALL.

AHHH?!
RIRINYON!!

I MOCKED
AND
SNEERED
AT LOVE IN

«8UT I
WAS MOVED ngefs“

BY LOVE IN
FICTIONAL
WORLDS.




I HAD
NO
/DEA...

e THAT
LIKING
SOMEONE
couLp
MAKE YOU
S0 HAPPY.




BUT I'M

3 NOT THE

3 i ONE WHO
AT T 3 CAN MAKE
G BEST : HER HAPPY.
BE BEST ; ¢

FOR ME TO
GIVE UP,

Sweet! 've T IS %
= G _ ——

"""" Aoesot neves cleared
N dod \\\ this level! / o)
) . ;-'/ q_ y 7 .m 95£/T |

o e SR U e x
@U—-E)ﬂﬁ b %\t ), - ng W T
. i a‘* GIVE UP.

ALREADY
..WHY  OUT HERE
DON'T BOWLING

WE MAKE
THINGS
INTEREST-
ING?




| 4 8 | ) MONITION

THAT

N L | 'M - go\rﬁ' MIWA'S

WY \ PRETTY =S GONNA

BAD, KNOW THAT W g2 Aot

Fa” Fy” ACTUALLY. FOR SURE... { ‘ PLACE.
. [

(R e T I
| | | " |

AL

RIGHT

i !

N \\ ..GET LET’S

\ FlRED qu ALL"'
5 , 9% JUST LIKE
el = THEY ARE

A

HMM... 5O

HOW ABOUT
THE FIRST
PLACE
AND LAST
CIMON’ IOOTAKE PLACE'.'
T

PHOTO
SOUNDS

FUN!

BESIDES,
I'VE GOT
A PRE-

AR \\\
\ ‘ />
. -
/ = /]
':Z..a' //
N .



IIIIIIIIIIIIII . \y . \ / / —
V5) ~ o
READ SHUT — /-— L%%E'
& THE uP, HEY, GUYs, |\ | o
WHY'RE o A\
YOU ALL il o
50 DOWN, | 4
HUK?! N\ | /A
> \ i | Iy A [ \
; / | af : f >
By (W 2] A
cmont  COYN R [ '
LET'S il A K\\ >/
PARTY, L NP5 A '
RIGHT?! r/ D\ — | \h
( |
e 7
CI:?U\I?D HEY, /well ke T
1 NOT 50 I'M e ot
TAKE (T || THINKNG n
SERI?O!USLY -

..YOU
ACTUALLY
TOOK
WHAT 1
SAID TO
HEART?

WONDER,
IFI
BECAME A

..WouLp  WOMAN...




I'M
JUST
TRYING

TO
CALM

YOU'RE
NEXT,
RIKA.

5
K

szp-x

THAT’S
NOT WHAT
I MEANT!
STOP MAKING
WEIRD HAND
GESTURES! A

\ A

poYou | —
EVEN FEEL [
BAD AT |//
ALL?l Y

@ Q\
11y .{ “" Q
o A
\
)
- §
WHY
CAN'T
SHE LIKE

GuyYs?




...DESERVE
TO HAVE A
CRUSH ON
HER.

WHAT’S
up?

MAYBE 1
SHOULD
QUIT THE

I FEEL
LIKE IT’LL
BE A LITTLE
EASIER IF 1

JUST...

.GET
SOME
PHYSICAL
DISTANCE.




YOU'RE
NEXT,
TSURUTA.

WHAT'D
WE DO
ABOUT

DRUMS?!

I DUNNO
WHAT TO
CALL THAT.
DETERMINA-
TION?

I WISH, JUST
ONCE, THAT
SOMEONE
WOULD LOVE
ME THAT
SERIOUSLY.




I GUESS

I DON'T
WANT A
STALKER
OR
ANYTHING,
THOUGH.
I'D LIKE TO HAVE = I'VE
JONINONTHS o HUH?  (  INOKEN 2
CONVERSATION! GOSH! PD1 SOMEONE TAKE OVER CIDED.
SERIOUS THING? FINALLY SOMEONE ME?! FOR ME
LET ME HELP  sTARTED || SAY I'M '
OUT WITH THE TO LET USEFUL
PROBLEM, ME IN!
PLEASE!

115
MIKKUN!
YOU SEE,

MIKKLUN...

..UH, HE'S
HAVING TROU-
BLE FORGET-
TING HIS EX.
IT’S DRIVING

HIM MAD!

AH! INOKEN!
THANK
GOODNESS
YOU'RE HERE!

W-WELL,
INOKEN

58



v \
ARE DATING

HER OR
CUTTING
HER OFF
REALLY
THE ONLY
CHOICES?!

HUH?

HE JUsST
LOVED HER
SO MUCH THAT

IT’S DRIVING
HIM NUTS, AND
HE NEEDS TO
MAKE A CLEAN
BREAK!

HE DOESN'T
EVEN WANT
TO SEE HER
EVER AGAIN!!

LIKE... I
MEAN...
ISN'T i
s JUST A
WASTE?
YOU MET
SOMEONE
SUPER
GREAT,
AFTER
ALL...

7
...SINCE
I ONLY AT
EVER GET  LEAST, ...50 EVEN
D%T:»ED ;gﬁ? IF YOU CAN'T
TURNED DO IT "' BC?YEFEIEERND
"\\-
‘\4 ...YOU
Y CAN JusT
{ BE A
@
AT .
FRIEND!H |
N




HOW \

DO You
BEHAVE
WITH ALL
THOSE
FEELI'I;IGS

|
|
=
4
-
<

AR OFErIY,

OR .
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT? ;L'Mﬂl'm

WELL, I'M A
PRETTY FAN
GO0D AT 1
THAT.

...DOING
THAT
DOESN'T
MAKE YOUR
FEELINGS

DISAPPEAR.

_i

.-.WHY NOT
JUST TRY
TO CHANGE
THE TYPE
FROM OF LOVE

You
ROMANTIC  fgg(?
LOVE...

4
I'm
SO FEEL BAS|-
FREE TO CALLY A
LEAN PRO AT
ON ME, HAVING A

il BROKEN
T HEART.




I WANT TO
SEE YOU
HAPPY.

IDpo
WHATEVER
I CAN
7O MAKE
SURE
YOU'RE
HAPPY.

I DON'T
EVEN KNOW
WHY I FELL
FOR YOU...

..OR WHAT
IT 15 ABOUT
YOU THAT

I LOVE.

I Just
LOVE TO
SEE YOU
SMILE.

I
SUPPOSE

Ty

il T8
POSSIBLE
THAT EVEN IF

I QUIT THE
CLUB AND
GET SOME

DISTANCE...

4
MIGHT
STILL

LIKE HER
FOREVER.



L HAVE TO
MAKE SURE
7O MAKE A
DISTINCTION
HERE.

DON'T T ' S — TIME
WORRY T o FOR
ABOUT IT. ORES!
YOU TWISTED SCORES
YOUR ANKLE,

REMEMBER?

EXPECTED,
MIWA 15
LAST \

SORRY,
SAEKOOO.




WHAT’S WITH
YOU? YOU'VE
GOT “BAD
AT SPORTS”
WRITTEN ALL
OVER YOUR
FACE!!

LOOK
AT THE
SCORES.
TSURUTA
IS IN

Is
BOWLING A
SHOOTING
GAME?

I'VE
JUsT
ALWAYS
BEEN
PRETTY
GOOD AT
SHOOTING

STOP
ENJOYING
THIS,
you!

IN CASE!
0

MAYBE I'LL
STAND WATCH
OUTSIDE, JUST

63

. THEN I
GUESS MIWA
AND TSURUTA
HAVE TO GET
INTO A SMALL
SPACE ALL
ALONE
TOGETHER. /

UM




V-

You

ABOUT

\r

DON'T
HAVE TO
WORRY

ANYMORE,
OKAY?

ME

FAREWELL,
AND
THANKS.

COULD 1
TALK TO
YOU FOR
A MI};IUTE



How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
[REIATIONSHIP?



= e :
/ @/ §=/= ! !
— i —_ / : ‘
~_ Chapter 22: Because | Trust-You |! H]/ I
b R M:frr:'..___m,__ : J,:l/ LI

_ ( RIKA, CUT
\ BEAUTIFYIn IT OUT!
0L UTION,
._ 5TOP
‘. __W TRYING TO

LISTEN IN.

H - i )_/
j EVEN IF

| SAEKO AND
| I BROKE
L P, ID...

LIKE IT'S
SOMETHING
IMPORTA-
N




WE'RE
HAVING AN
IMPORTANT

TALK RIGHT

NOW!

WHY’'D SHE
GET MAD AT

LATELY
SHE'S

SOMETIMES.

2 T REALLY
BEEN HARD
b ‘5 ON ME.
P
( SHE EVEN
PUNCHES ME

4

You
WERE THE WERE
ONE WHO PUSH-

STARTED
IT, TOO.

S— —N



HUH?!
HOW
AM 1
BRAGIGING
?

YOU'RE
Just

BRAGGING

ON YOUR
GIRLFRIEND

AND

PRETEND-
ING YOU'RE
COMPLAIN-

THAT'S
HOW You
KNOW
YOU'RE
SPECIAL
TO HER.

EVERYONE
ELSE GETS
TREATED
NORMAL.

I'M Just
LAMENT-

MEAN
TO ME!

THAT JusT
MEANS SHE
SHOWS You
THINGS
OTHER
PEOPLE
DONT GET




MUCH
SPARKLE
IN THOSE

WHAT
THE HECK ~ WHAT
WERE YOU  THE
TALKING HECK

UHH




I HEARD
HER SAY
SOMETHING
ABOUT US
BREAKING
UP!

..NOT
SOMETHING
YOU HAVE
TO WORRY
ABOUT.

...BE ABLE
TO FALL IN
LOVE WITH
WOMEN,
THAT’S ALL.

il

(W

I CANT SHE'LL

ASK HER TELL
ABOUT You.
THAT.

=

=

|

i, THET)

17
1 1 e
7
= BT

i
ot

| am 7

..JUsT
ASKING
IF, EVEN
FIVE OR
TEN YEARS
-'-MIWA FROM




AND THAT'S
BASICALLY
WHAT THE
CONVERSA-
TION WAS

ABOUT...
«+:S0
DON'T
READ
ANYTHING

"EVEN IF SAEKO
AND I BROKE UP,
I'D STILL ONLY
FALL IN LOVE
WITH WOMEN,”
SHE SAID.

...AND
SHE

AGAIN.

TURNED
ME DOWN

AND SO
I KINDA...
CONFESSED

MY
FEELINGS
AGAIN...

I SORT
OF WANTED
TO DRAW A
LINE ON HOW
I FEEL ABOUT
MIWA.




8, o ; ] TSU-
, RUTA
4 '

fs)
(/]
/ ; Uy ...YOU'RE

b NOT B
T %, GONNA |
H QUIT THE :
N ﬂ G CLUB, ARE [
K YOu?

THIS

JUST STOP

BECAUSE
IN u
BEngESTgER 1 DECIDED
NOT TO

DO THAT!!

73



M

BN I

L AH ;

F;‘ ™ L

A TIINAT |

}-"‘Jg T 7
N

HEY,

50... \

TO FREAK
OuT, NOT

D-DURING il RS .
THE i T ,
TRAINING i % +:-w D Ng;& 5
CAMP ‘ . ,
‘ LIKE...
q I FEEL
LIKE SHE'S Dy
BEEN T
i ¥ DIFFERENT
WE FIRST [ sal s
MET.
'§g§$ THERE
WAS
/\/ - BUT OF... THIS
I FEEL VE\‘\;EEm SAID gp:gg-
LIKE I WAS ...GHE SOME LASS-
THE ONE DON'T  SOMEONE NASTY MAN
WHO WAS LET IT WAS STUFF TO o
ABOUT MEAN MIWA...




WHEN
oD THAT
HAPPEN?
NO ONE’S
ACTED
LIKE THAT
AROUND

WHAT?
I NEVER
HEARD
ANYTHING
ABouT
THIS.

WHO
WAas THIS
UPPER-
CLASSMAN?

BEEN

WATCHING
You

GuUYs.

/

NOTHING
TO DO
WITH IT!

REALLY
TRUSTS
AND
BELIEVES
IN=-

AHHHH!
WAIT,
SHUT

up
i

LIKE, SHE SOME.

I THINK
THAT’S
AWE-

MIWA
PROBABLY
JUST...

«.WANTS
TOBE A
LITTLE
STRONGER,
LIKE YOU.




DO You
6uyYs,
LIKE, GET
..FOR  POINTS
PRAISING
ME AND
MIWA, OR
SOME-
THING?!

WHAT
THE
HELL

¥d|

WHAT’S
WITH

SAYING
WE'RE
SPECIAL
TO EACH
OTHER,
THAT WE
TRUST EACH
OTHER...

IS THIS
REALLY
ALL
RIGHT?

-.8UT
/TS EMBAR-
RASSING.

I
MEAN,
M
HAPPY




HOTELS

AREN'T

...AND MY CHEAP,
PLACE IS AFTER
TOTALLY ALL...

FREE!

MY FAMILY
DOESN'T
REALLY
CARE
ABOUT
THAT KINDA

THING.

I'VE BEEN
STAYING
OVER AT

YOUR PLACE
KIND OF
A LOT
LATELY.

GET YOUR

OF
COURSE,
IT WOULD
BE
BETTER
IF You

.COULD

OWN
PLACE.

S

ALL RIGHT,
TIME FOR
THE BRA!
LET 'EM

...BUT SHE
SAID T
WAS TOO
DANGEROUS,




Youp yeLL MIWA
ATMEIF
1 JUsT
DROPPED
YOUR
CLOTHES
ON THE
FLOOR!

I'M

KINDA...

NOT

FEELING

f

I Doﬁ;"r THOUGH

KNOW

WHAT 1
MEAN,

y!
!

=

\

50
0
o Y

RR
KAY
w 5




SAEKO...
YOU'RE SO
SKINNY...

I'M
JEAL-
WHAT DO OUS.
YOU EAT TO
KEEP YOUR
WAIST 50
SLENDER?

PLEASE
DON'T




I SOUND
S0 NASTY
AND sLUTTY!
CAN'T
Do IT!

I REALLY
CAN'T,

I JusT
CAN'T!!

AUULIGH
5000
GROO0O545!!
I CANT,
I CANT,
I CANT,
I CAN'T!




DIDN'T
THAT GET
ACROSS?




WHY ARE YOU
OKAY WHEN
I HAVE SEX

WITH YOU?

«.I'VE
NEVER
REALLY
THOUGHT

100
WHATEVER 1
WANT WITH
YOUR BODY,
MAKE YOU

SCREAM...

LITTLE
EMBAR-
RASSED... ...AND YOU
DON'T FEEL

DISGUSTED
WITH
YOURSELF?

. TELL
ME I'M
BEAUTIFUL
AND GET
EXCITED




...IT MAKES
ME FEEL LIKE I
WANT TO GIVE
ALL OF MYSELF
TO YOU.

I BELIEVE
IN YOU AND
TRUST You
TO BE KIND.

i “

n




IF YOU'RE

P BAKERY,

=== RIGHT?

GOING TO
SKIP A DAY
OF WORK,
TODAY'S A
GOOD ONE.
kK K
E g I'M THE
R x.’
ONE ON
THEY REGISTER
DON'T TODAY.
HAVE
ENOUGH
PEOPLE,
IT'S A THEN.

DEFENSE-
LESS.

HEH

AN
[ N
%_,L |
Cave e
anty [T
g ;
v

PART-TIME,
50 1 ONLY

I'M

SELL IT.




ALWAYS
LYING TO
HER AND

HIDING
STUFF
FROM HER.

THIS IS A
LITTLE...
UNEVEN.

ALL RIGHT,
NEXT TIME
WE GET
TOGETHER
WILL BE
OUR FOUR-
MONTH
ANNIVER-
SARY.

Nl e ™ =

7o




.\ A1

MNN\:S:CNz




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 23: Naked Trust

p—

SORRY,
WE'RE
READY TO
ORDER!

You
HAVE THIS
EXPRESSION
ON YOUR
FACE LIKE
YOU'RE
ABOUT TO
LOSE YOUR
VIRGINITY,
EVEN
THOUGH
YOURS 15
LONG
GONE.

WHAT’S
WRONG,
SAE...?7

AH,
JUST A
FEELING

I GET.




I GUESS

Y- MY
... WHAT WELL, YEAH...? SERSSSSSSSINASS] INTUITIONS
KIND OF : .
PERSON WHY —] ARE
Tt 8ﬁ¥£~, 177 USUALLY
DATNG KINDA PRETTY

GUESSING SPOT-ON.

Stop  Sawatari! [:

slacking  Kameido!
and get
to work
G !
'M
G WROOONG! PICTUR-
2 YOU DIDN'T ING
.- GET ANY SOME-
OF THAT ONE
WHO'S
SERIOUS
7 BUT
TV | SOMEWHAT

\ ANNOYING.




|

Ik
/n¢
\

IT was
JusTt
SOMETHING
I SAID
IN THE
MOMENT...

.. TELLING
HER I'D
LET HER

DO ME...

7 ARE YOU
{ okAY? PO
\ YOU FEEL

HONESTLY,
I KIND OF
REGRET..




OH, THIS
WOULD BE
CUTE ON

I'M
WONDERING
HOW YoU

YOU'RE
REALLY
WIRED
TODAY,
SAEKO.

PID
SOME-
THING
HAPPEN?

3 \\\\\\&\ \\\\\\\\\\\

ACTING
\NONC\\F\—

- HASN'T
FORGOTTEN
THAT SHE’S
DOING ME
TONIGHT,
HAS SHE?

I DON'T
THINK
THEY'RE
CUTE,
ACTUALLY.




THAT'S
OoDPD. YOu
USUALLY
PAINT THEM,
DON'T
You?

aisd
THOUGHT
MAYBE 1
SHOULD
KEEP
THEM
BARE.

SHE'S
ABSOLUTELY
READY, ISN'T
SHEDDAL

WOULDN'T 8

YOu BE =
EMBAR- ,
«THE  RASSED B
SAME IF WE :

DIFFERENT
COLORS?

EARRINGS N \WORE




IF you

N-NO, DON'T LIKE
IT’S NOT IT, WE
THAT 1 CAN WEAR
DON'T THEM ON

LIKE IT DIFFERENT

I WANT Us
TO DO GIRL-
FRIENDY STUFF
LIKE THIS
SOMETIMES.

IT IS OUR
ANNIVER-
SARY,
AFTER
ALL.




KNOW,
AFTER
ALL THAT,
I'M STILL
THE ONE
TAKING

You

THE
LEAD.

NOT A

6uY’s
SELFISH-
NESS.
MAYBE
THIS THIS I8
ACTUALLY GOING TO
FEELS KIND 6O WELL.

OF GOOP.

ANYTHING

TO STRESS

ABOUT, I8
/T3




AH, NO
IT’S FINE!
IT FEELS
SUPER
GOOD!!

DOESN'T
IT FEEL
GO0D7?

W

OH, SHES
COMPETITIVE!
AH, Now
SHE’S ouT

TO MAKE

SOME

NO/SE OR
WHAT  gyeny
DOES  Tu/NK

THAT  'M NOT
SOUND  exc/TeD.
LIKE,

THOLGH
?

IT CouLp
HAVE BEEN
SWEAT,
YOU DON'T
KNOW!

OUCH
|

o0
WHY'D
YOU PUT

IT INSO




...ARE
you
JUsT
PUTTING
UP WITH
THIS?

LOOK,
YOU HAVE

TO KEEP
; A CLOSER

ou EYE ON

%‘E’g_” HAVE TO YOUR

COMMUNI- PARTNER’S
VALUING CATE! REACTIONS
SEX?! ' !

J

IT'D Just
MAKE THINGS
WORSE IF WE
KEPT GOING
IN AN UNEVEN
RELATIONSHIP.

ﬂmﬂmfsi

\ ] i WEE \
- ‘/-\ | PUTTING UP
; S ! WITH IT?!
/ ‘, WHY DO
/ WELL, T YOU SAY
MEAN... THAT?
I'M JusT
WONDER-
ING IF
YOURE  \—
ACTUALLY
OKAY WITH '
THIS. 4 |




LOOK, JusT
DON'T GO IN
WITHOUT
PERMISSION.

REALLY...
REALLY NOT
GooD AT
KIS5ING. ..




AND

COULON'T
Was = come
EVEN

ls
that what
“prefers to do VT4
the loving,
rathes than
being loved”
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Ll /
il

e i
, = ﬂl‘gllhllnug

ey il

o l!?‘ lh s’lir'r

oL JUST
COULON'T
LOSE
MYSELF
/N IT. _

. ANOTHER
ME WAS
OUTSIDE
> My BODY,
WATCHING,
JUST LIKE
BEFORE

-
b

Gress

Wheat
are you

feeling
7

=4 You're not \\ .
- actually like

I'M —1 this,are

so \\_/_.E YGU?

USELESS .
...OF TRYING ) o
TO PROTECT I7s TR
WHAT’S PROBABLY i
DEEP INSIDE MY HAY... £

OF ME.




UGH,
I CAN'T
BELIEVE I'M
CRYING...

/TS 50
PATHETIC.

102



YEAH,
YEAH...
COULDN'T
SLEEP.

IIIL 10 ;’[ 1 S ' \ \\
I THINK, \ | AH
LIKE, THIS ‘ CAN I
HOTEL IS ' BLOW
A LITTLE MY
NOSE

TODAY,
HAVE 17

THAN

BIT
DUSTY...
WAAH,
THIS 1S
PRETTY
ROUGH.
YOU'VE
, GOT A IT 157
I HAVEN'T ey, STRON- I DIDN'T
TOUCHED GER NOTICE
YOU AT CONSTI-
ALL TUTION




YOU'RE
THE
WOFST

e -So
THAT
YOUR
BODY

REMEMBERS. /




SLEEPY \gm

..AND 1
GUESS THE
GIRL I HAD

A CRUSH

ON BACK

THEN IS

COMING.

I THINK I
..BUT MENTIONED
THERE’S A SOMETHING
LITTLE ABOUT THIS
REUNION EARLIER...
FOR MY HIGH
SCHOOL
COMING
up...

BUT
NOW I'M
THINKING

wrode
PROBABLY
WON'T.

BUT I
DON'T FEEL
THAT WAY
ABOUT HER
ANYMORE...

...50 EVEN
THOUGH 1
HESITATED
AT FIRST,
I DECIDED
TO GO.




I DON'T
WANT TO
MAKE You

>

...FEEL
UNCOM-
FORT-
ABLE, SO

You
WHY  SHOUD VoY

NOT JUST GO, ?
?! LIKE ’

AHHH

.. THIS 15
BECAUSE SHE
REALIZED I
WAs CRYING
LAST NIGHT.

106



SUCH A
BIG IDIOT!!
You
DUMMYYYY!

IF You
DON'T CARE
ABOUT HER
ANYMORE,

e WHAT'S THE |

CRAZY, PROBLEM? L /i

You. AL

- BELIEVABLE
ENOUGH
RIGHT NOW?

GO ON
TO YOUR
ALUMNI
MEETUP!

SHOW
ME THE PICS

WHEN YOU
GET BACK!



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 24:
Dazzling First Love

MIWA, IS THIS
THE FIRST TIME
WE'VE SEEN
YOU SINCE YOU
CUT YOUR HAIR
SHORT?

T
LOOKS
GREAT! 5O
CUTE.

MAYBE I
. C'?EICS'K SHOULD
IS CUT MY
MEGU’S : HAIR
BOY- SHORT,
| TOO
FRIEND! oue
SUMMER’S
ALMOST
\  OVER.
n - 0/
ABOUT < C —
aFEl You, D'w \—\",", HE'S
i MIWA? 4% TOTALLY
POPULAR GOT A =N DIFFERENT
AT YOUR BOY- FROM
CoLLEsE FRIEND?

COLLEGE
DYNAMIC THERE's  CIRLS
; HASN'T ARE 5O
GG CHANGED CHANCE  LHCKY!
NG me AT ALL. TO MEET
BACK. GUYS AT

WORK.




OH, NO,
NOTHING
LIKE
1 THAT...
DON'T
HAVE...
ANYONE.

SORRY, I
HAVE TO
GO TO
THE BATH-
ROOM...

BLOOMER!

e,

[ .

Y

HAVEN'T I FORGOT

HOW MUCH

’}-5[;; EVERYONE
LOVES

INFERIOR  5055/pING
/N A 4ABOUT

WHILE. ROMANCE,.

b X

R YOU WANT
NN 1060 on WX
DATE WITH
ME SOME-

NO WAY!
THE MEN
AROUND
YOU MUST
HAVE
HORRIBLE
TASTE!!




I WAs
STRESSED
ABOUT THE
SAME THINGS
BACK IN HIGH
SCHOOL.

WHAT’S
uP? you
CUT IT SO
SHORT!



JUST
BEFORE 1
WENT TO
COLLEGE.

YEAH, YOUR
WHOLE VIBE
IS MORE

FINALLY
GET A
BOYFRIEND
7




.50 BAD )
AT SPORTS, }I:;Lg’
g Hrag wef o
Q({ ATHLETIC. IT'S WORRY
2\ KINDA CUTE. £
&
&t
you YW & Z
CAN'T Y
HATE
HER IF
ol
TRY.

HEY, YOU/

FRESHMAN?

1y

THOUGHT
IDFALL IN
LOVE WITH

A MAN

SOMEDAY

TOO.

WHEN I
STARTED
HIGH
SCHOOL...




TRY TO STAND
JUST IN FRONT OF
WHERE IT'S GOING
TO BOUNCE THE
SECOND TIME AND
KIT IT WHEN IT
COMES TO YOU.

..MAYBE YOU
CAN'T MAKE
CONTACT WITH
THE BALL
BECAUSE
YOU'RE
GETTING TOO
CLOSE TO IT.

OH, MAN.
KUMAGAI IS
SO MUCH
COOLER THAN
THE GUYS N
THE BOYS'
TENNIS CLUB.

SHE FINE
THE WAY

X

IJusT
SAW YOU
SWING, AND
I THINK

@) Shihoo!!

'm

I WISH
KUMAGAI
WAS A



AH, YOU
LIKE BIG
SISTERS?

SISTERS
IN REAL
LIFE ARE
SUPER
ANNOYING
/

SHE HAS
THIS
RELIABLE
OLDER-
SISTER
VIBE.

I'VE ALWAYS
WANTED TO
HAVE AN OLDER
SISTER, TO BE
HONEST.

HOW
ABOUT

WHICH o5

GUy ON
THE BOYS'
TENNIS TEAM

BACK
THEN, I'D
NEVER...

THOUGHT
THAT I
MIGHT BE A
LESBIAN.

DIDNT I
TELL YOU T
WASN'T INTO
THE BOYS'

BUT THAT
WAS AGES

Iy !
IM‘"L\)‘ "

y
==k




€ HMM....
o, 44 NO WELL...
ACTUALLY, 7}_ WAY/ " LR
H?E?NS;I ' ‘% HA@Q/A,
SEE IT. ’374 Wi
¢ AN\ [“
‘Q’ o e
A\ -

YOU'D
MAKE A P& \_,
GOOD .
COL)PLE

L — 2 HUH?

W ) 1 =) ‘
., J C_’ |

AH, NO, i

I DIDN'T = , s

MEAN- %

e
@

GO5H, T
PON'T KNOW.
I'VE NEVER
THOUGHT
ABOUT IT.

AND YET MY
FEELINGS FOR
THE OPPOSITE
SEX WERE THE
..BEING ONLY ONES...
LABELED
"ROMANTIC”
BY OTHER
PEOPLE.

ITWAS A
LOT OF
PRESSURE,
AND IT
SCARED ME.

BUTIFT
HAVE TO PICK
TO KEEP
EVERYONE
HAPPY...
N
N
WE'LL HELP
YOU OUT AS
MUCH AS WE
/
HEY, CAN!
SHOULD T
GO GET HIS
PHONE
NUMBER?
C
A
£ I LIKED
% EVERYONE
N ABOUT THE
SAME.

1




~/ INUGZU_’F_CA.
; - RIGHT?
» WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING
HERE 5O
THERE'S -
NO CLUB LATE?
TODAY. 1
AT
- \ I
LEAST W- > LEFT My
w0 2R N e s 5
TISSUE ! Lol BOTHER  ohE 1 BOX HERE
- C . TEAES. = YOU. . YESTER‘
DAY.
.r‘
: NGH 1
'5 qg' WON'T
= e ASK
™ ~ > WHAT
F = HAPPENED.
F

DR P
e

L7
9070.%
'0:'0:‘0;’0:0.




I DDN'T
UNDERSTAND

T AT ALLLL i _ £

AR
o & & X SEcioNs
‘¢
5 3
g w\‘xfaf'\:‘%,l‘-, R
..yYOU NDERSTAND ’\;\\\a NN SN
SHOULD BE  WHAT WE N\

ABLE TO JUST WENT

MAKE IT OVER...
THROUGH
UNIVERSITY 7
EXAMS. N/
& & <\/' YEAH? ¢ l_]\f%uo MEAA%EY Amg-
& HOW 200D LA, ;
X e ) Agesgou | STAND.
A gy SMART“? %( ‘ A
N T i
AW, LK N // ¢ o
I'M NOT R\ (7
AS SMART v s
As ALL ) YOU'EE
THAT.. LIOURE,

!

ﬂmqwrzi
?}/

.SINCE TM \

A TOTAL —
WORTHLESS

FAILURE. /



WHY DO
THINGS LIKE
ACADEMIC
TESTS AND
STUFF EVEN
EXIST?

BECAUSE IF
WE AREN'T
RANKED IN
EASY-TO-

COMPREHEND
NUMBERS...

TELL IF THE
KID THEY'RE
LOOKING
STRAIGHT
AT 1S SMART
OR NOT.

WHEN 1
WAS A
LITTLE
KID...

ouds
THOUGHT
ALL GROWN-
UPS WERE

2

h—

(i

==

5

REALIZED
MOST
ADULTS
ARE PRETTY
STUPD.

THEY
MAKE US
GO ALONG
WITH ALL
THAT-




e |IF UM, T
.. TO TALK == /) MEAN..
ADULTS THOUGHT | 4
THAT IT WAS 1 Yy €
WAY- PRETTY B pa—
COOL.,. hh_“\-___‘ '
NO = S IA\": JUST
7, = ! FORGET
STOP. NIRRT ABOUT ALL
N 9 9 g THAT/
' o H v
" NS (®) L.
7 N =
s E AHH, T'M SO
SUPER < FREAKING
;5,@%“5%} S T EMBARRASSING.
/1
AFTER
THAT
I sTARTED A
TALKING TO
SHIHO MORE
DURING CLUB
AND AFTER
SCHoOL.
|
P o —a
HEY, = 3 N = !_
MIWA, / al
LOOK B ; o L
!/ 2 s i
") N




N . N

N % :

S P O
2 IF - = ¢ L

Tl 17

HACHIYA/
OH/
o
I'M... EA WAN A
I'M FINE ( N R L\ GO TALK 7
, : - THERE A
1 i TOO... TO HIM? ; .z
(/U . ‘ '%L{E.."‘L A . 2, O Mﬂ

SHOULP...

... TRY TO FALL
IN LOVE WITH
HACHIYA LIKE

A NORMAL
PERSON.

I MEAN, MY
FRIENDS...

...CGET 50
EXCITED WHEN THE
TOPIC COMES UR,
AND THAT MAKES
ME HAPPY.




AM T
TRYING
TO FALL
IN LOVE

somd i
KEEP THE
PEOPLE
AROUNP
ME FROM
GETTING
BORED?

HACHIYA'S
A GOOD

Gcuy/
WHY

NOT DATE
HIM?

(e

A\ \

IIM
GM:F%’TOI? ’ DOHI:TSEAKE
|
%FC’)OOF?TZT AN SERIOUSLY!

S|

=

...1 WAS
HOPING THAT
I COULD AT
LEAST BE AS

GOOD AS WHY ARE

EVERYONE
FALLNG  ELSE..
IN LOVE.

YOU TRYNG |
TO RUSH IT,
INUZUKA?




BUT
I'M
ACTUALLY
REALLY
SCARED.

DOES MY
LOVE LIFE

-

..HAVE TO BE i o
LIKE MY REAL
LIFE? WHY ARE
OTHER PEOPLE
IN CONTROL
OF IT?

THE FACT
THAT YOU
FEEL LIKE
THAT..

...MEANS YOU'RE
PUSHING

AGAINST THE
PEER PRESSURE
TO LAY 7
LOVE LIKE AN
you
ponT Neep POT
0 BOW
TO THAT

PRESSURE.




THE N
TRICK TO
NOT HKAVING
YOUR HAND
I y FORCED... AND I
! THINK THE FACT
= g ’7 THAT YOU'VE
i GOTTEN 50
MUCH BETTER AT
s AN STUDYING IN SUCH
A SHORT TIME
“T JUST .8 TO ACT MEANS YOU ARE
DON'T GET LIKE A LATE SMAKT.
AND “YOU'RE
ALL 58O BE J
GROWN-UF, CONFIDENT.
IT'S SO
COOL"

\\
\\ %, AS LONG
645 AS YOU
{ {_ -~ REMEMBER
= AH, CAN  THAT, THE
I YOU GIVE  REST 15
[ ME THE EASY.
e ;ﬁ?GTC
cLUB
N~ . ROOM?

I'VE GOT

TAKE |\ e SOMETHING
C%USN | TO DO N
i THE sOTAFF
HOME. R,

;
[




...REFLECT}

Al(GORT{OR
DESPAIRIED

THEJENTIRE,
HUMAN|RACE!

THAT
CAR IS5
ALWAYS
PARKEL
HERE.

IT
MAKES ME
UNCOM- i
FORT-
ABLE. £

BUT WHEN
I TRIED
SAYING
"I DON'T
UNDERSTAND”....

ALTHOLIGH,
HONESTLY, I

WAsS A PRETTY

BAD ACTOR.

SHIHO'S

EYES

PERIOPICALLY

SHE'S
POPULAR
AND SEEMS

TO BE
LEADPING A
CHARMED

LIFE...

...50 WHY

POES SHE

FEEL THAT
WAY?

PRETEND TO
BE THE KIND
OF GIRL WHO
DOESN'T
UNDPERSTAND
ROMANCE.

RECOMMENDED.

THE
NEXT DAY I
TRIED TO DO
WHAT SHE'D




IJust HONESTLY,

GOT ,
SWEPT e
REALLY
UP IN THE :
UNDER
il STAND
THING/ LOVE

EITHER.

LIKE I WAS
SHOWING
MY TRUE
SELF FOR
THE FIRST

TIME.

I FELT LIKE
EVERY DAY
WwAs NEW
WHEN I
WAS WITH
SHIHO.

el

DEFINITELY
ASK HER

ouT




. e e MY
}) AWAKENING
CAME
= i IN AN
UNLIKELY
MOM/ PLACE.
CAN
WATCH A TV // T I
» SHOW IN LT ﬂ
41\ THE LWNG i (LA ] :
DN~ il
i | \—-‘I{ L ‘” ’l‘ M \ | i
= [ wawynor 7%
ONLY —— you 7% WATCH 1T BOLGHT
IF YOU T w0 M oo NYOUR ~ YOUA
DON'T WATCH oN A ROOM? ~TABLET
T WITH ME? sie I FOR THIT
| | ’ i
~ S U SCREEN. 1?
rj e
|

i I CAN'T
REMEMBER
WHAT THE
SHOW WAs

CALLED.

IT wAs

AND 6Y N\ o SOME HIGH
COINC! 9 | ScHooL
DENCE, > DRAMA |
IN THAT - FROM "
episove... B L = AMERICA. |
l ; = \

o




B ,’__'. \'; \EI

L \ L
| X Wy W
, 7N ’7-— / Paiy
J AL
7 )
(«. = k \‘_\\ A
0 S | /
-/ \ 5.9 [/ \
|
g —\ Ny —
ITs BDH
2 00 WAIT,
NOT LIKE !
TVE NEVER 80,1 WHAT?
HEARD OF IT P
THEN. PRFCRE. THEY 'RE
I GUESS N °o0C  BorH
I MUST \ GieLs.. | &
BE... '\ BUT.. Mp
v / OH...
= ‘|
OH NO... L
I HATE THIS V2 1
KIND OF )\ THATS
THING. "g 7 THE
L) DAY...
a [ ( X !I‘w b ---I BECAME
= ,} \ o = AWARE
) ” MW g OF My
% , LOVE FOR
{ WOMEN.
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RE|ATIONSHIP?



S o
N iy I wAS
. THANK'S = N[ s
TO A SINGLE | [T RaMAUTIE
SEBNE N | . | HH FEE?/N@S FOR
TV DRAMA. W ) EiNad A
LN/l | —
i ) CONCERNE
..OTHER 3 ABOUT HOW
ANXIETIES LN / THE OF THE
THAT FLITTED A / REST OF
THROUGH R NN . THE WORLD
My MIND \ WOULD SEE
700... AND  ME...
- A
A AHH, WHAT ..BUT
A IF T CAN AT THAT
GO OUT MOMENT,
H /4//5/‘5 WITH NONE OF IT
H SHIHO?! SEEMED TO
H MATTER.
H Q
H 20 9 WELL
4 > PROBABLY .
O KISS... F L,
4 ’L | L

/ -

T LTI

.
“



OH . @“

HEY,
..T HEARD MIWA \:_ P
KUMATANI IS L
TUTORING A
YOL. o K
W T, -
MDTERMS i
LOOK. LIKE aL AEH.,H
YOU SAID THEY'RE AR YEAH.
THAT WE GONNA 2 K
sioup  BEREAY [ P T OTn
AL-L- COME, EOUGH. it L w r _! I '”/l[i
RIGHT? CANIJON [k o it
?
I GUESS
T MIGHT
HAVE SAID
U\ 00 THAT..
p BEFORE...
AH..
1)
LM,
S0... WELL...
SORRY, YOU SEE,
; BUT.. SHIHO'S
GONG TO
BE TAKING
= AN MOCK
v ENTRANCE
g TESTS...
" LIMNOT
YOURE ‘W, CETTING
MAKING " B AN \  TUTORED
e TR NG ANVHORE
FACE, .50 SHE'S
MIWA. .. A
L CONCEN-
TRATE ON
HER OWN

STUDIES.



...ARE YOU
KEEPING
THIS A
SECRET
FROM YOUR
FRIENDS?
SHOULD
1 HAVE?
U v
U
NAH,
IT'S
F|NE p; %.%%
M
ICHL
—_—

HEY,
INUZUKA

7 S

& \H\a\"\'ﬂa“\i

\

~

-~

TNAS

?b:f‘v

TELL ALL
YOUR
FRIENDS TO
COME BY
RIGHT AWAY.

It’s obutously
becavse | want to
be alone with uoo!! £

q
/\}_

)

e
3

A

¢

£

R\

P~
[

—

I JUST
THOUGHT
THERE
MGHT BE
A REASON
you
DIDN'T,




™ \ Gt

I DDN'T
WANT TO
BRING A
BUNCH OF
PEOPLE
.TO  HERE...
MESS I T
UF..

AH HA HA/
SORRY, &
IT'S JUST
A JOKE/

—y

Ty G

THIS HAS
ALWAYS
BEEN YOUR
SPOT,
HASN'T IT,
SHIHO?

| P

A

N\

AR-Z0

R i
r"

HWMM...

BUT
AREN'T YOU
A PERSON
COMNG TO

MESS

IT UP?

/f



ALL RIGHT,
LET'S KEEP
THIS OUR
LITTLE
SECKET.

BECAUSE
YOU'RE
RIGHT, THIS
IS THE
ONLY PLACE
1 REALLY
BELONG.

HAS AN
I35 SHE ISSUE, T
NOT WISH SHE
TALKING WouLp
TO ME TELL ME.
ABOUT IT.. WOULP
SHE SAY

THAT?

f ( MusT

BE...

...BECAUSE
I'M YOUNGER
AND
... WHAT UNRELIABLE?
FALLING
IN LOVE
FEELS
LIKE.



you

GuYs

WANNA
GO TO
KAE@OKE

TLL pO
WHATEVER
YOU WANT,

50 PLEASE

LET ME
MAKE YOU

HAPPY.

N

L
je 7\
%”yﬁg/ /\\?\ =N

IT FEELS
LIKE SHE
HAS OTHER

PLACES TO
BELONG,
THOUGH...




GUYS ARE
GOOD AT
GETTING
EVERYONE
EXCITED/

SORRY, 1
HAVE CRAM
SCHOOL ON
SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY.

BUT I WENT
WITH MY
FRIENDS

YESTERDAY

AND HAD A
REALLY
GOOD
TIME.

I THOUGHT

IT WOULD BE
FUN TO GO
WITH YOU
SOMETIME.

ACTUALLY,
I'M
REALLY

THAT'S
OKAY/
T'LL SING
ALONG WITH

AH... T'M
S0 BAD AT
SINGING,

W

."/ <

Iz

HM?
KARAOKE?

OH,
NOT AT
ALL...




OH,

BUT IT
= DO%S#S’

e HAV
DO YOU  ‘gerye

COULD

THNC wg | BE THE
GO AFTER !

— IT WOULD

—=7 BE REALLY SCHOOL,
_{ WD TO OR...2 oY
MANAGE.
r
¢ OH...
—
Q A
| \ U N
| v :
7 you
\f KNOW THAT
{ | CAR THAT'S
ALWAYS
PARKED OVER
IT'S MY THERE?
FAMILY'S.
NN N e o
N\ ‘ THAT'S X
- I DON'T L “f HOW I GET Yliiffi]] SORRY
WANT = A 70 cram Y o5
ANYONE TO 1 SCHOOL THINKING
‘ SEE ME IN EVERY ITS
IT... - DAY. | creepy..
X S\GH 1 i
.50 I GIVE . | 1
THEM THE b P
WRONG Al
TIME TO m ‘ m
PICK ME UP
EVERY DAY. — —
A= —11-




UH,
ACTUALLY
IT'S THE
OPPOSITE

DON'T THINK
T'LL BE ABLE
TO GET AWAY
FOR THE
REST OF MY
LIFE.

THERE'S
NO POINT
HOPING T

WILL.

50..
SORKY,
INUZUKA.

THEY DON'T
REALLY GIVE
ME A LOT OF
FREE TIME,
THAT'S ALL.




IT'LL BE
OKAY AS
LONG AS WE
GET BACK
AROUND THIS
TIME...

PROBABLY
JUST THE

..WHY
DON'T WE
GO OUT
SECRETLY

DURING

CLUB

HOURS?/

MIWA? WHAT
ABOUT

I HAVE
SOMETHING
TO DO

AT HOME
TONIGHT




AM I
GETTING
TOO
EXCITED
?

A WEIRD
REACTION.

-PUT A
LITTLE
MAKE-
UP ON

NG, NO, NOC,
I CANT LET

MYSELF GET
MY HOPES

AH HA HA/
IT'S FINE.
YOU DON'T
HAVE TO
PRETEND.

I USED A
TON OF
PROPUCTS.
I JusT
HOPE MOM
POESN'T
CATCH ON!




GOD, HOW
LONG HAS IT
BEEN SINCE
I'VE DONE
THIS?

SURE/
WHAT SONG
DO YOU
WANT TO
DO?

UM, HOW

ABOUT

WE SING
TOGETHER?

DON'T HAVE
CONFIDENCE
IN MY ABILITY

TO DO IT
ALL ALONE.

WHOA,
KARAOKE
CONTROLLERS
REALLY
EVOLVED AT
SOME POINT.

THEY DON'T
EVEN GIVE
YOU A BINDER
ANYMORE?

THOSE
HAVE BEEN
GONE FOR

AGES.

I FORGOT
ABOUT THEM
UNTIL YOU
MENTIONED
IT.

you
WANNA GO

FIRST,
INU%UKA




2 3
i il .//
/,
; Gl e v B
r | i B
wAs 50 e e
FUN... e —
/e
. W \ J
Y \
L I WISH
S ! TIME
\ coue |y
_ | HAvE JusT ¥} i
™ ¥ A STOPPED ey L
™ ; RIGHT :
THERE.
Bl BECAUSE
NN N I ALREADY |
_— HAD
EVERY-
- g 9 THING
3 4 I'D EVER
N NEED.
WHAT
?
Ny N
EXCUSQ S 2 / uMl
OH..

MIKE? IT'S
EMBARRASS-
ING//




IM
SORRY,
SHIHO.

KNOW OUR
FRIENPSHIP
STARTED
WHEN YOU |
COMFORTED |-=

ME...

INABILITY
TO FALL
IN LOVE.

| I‘I'\; —
l (AN /
I PONT R
N IDI R ..~ BUT
N 3 .
APRRET ﬁ - e
WHATEVER. P S . = LOVE, JusT
) = | . LIKE ANY

IPIOT.

.
U -
o
RS

I'MIN
LOVE
WITH
YOU.

W\
My 4 O\
voice YW ol oW
5
SHOT!




\“-'-“s_;-\\\
:j/;?ﬁ;f.. g
[ you were @\
PRETTY The
%CIEEDT i 2 . g
TO DO 1T,
xt SHIHO. | S \J/ ™ lw
Ha ha! | 7 ¢ i \ \ I
You got 31 ~ ) /
me,'. ‘[l!j O
4 N
\» rpont J V-
(@) HAVE THAT DON'T
0 KIND OF WE?/ it
/ 1l J : =
M MONEY: ~ A = B
Yeah, C- N Y
e // ~ E 4 N
neithes. / Q ’:z/o :/'/:
o= 8 U = 4 b
— D
Uo 7 7 BD M S f g 7\/ /
v | H \i ~ \
it
ol & Zize
i K MONEY
Y YR TO BUY
. » IMPOSSIBLE BOOKS, I
\ AN L AN FOR A BIT. MIGHT GET
A - X A LITTLE...
V] THIS MIGHT
END UP
SEIN}? A
NCE-IN-
A-LIFETIME ...B?UEL'II:SEY
@ MEMOKY. DON'T LIKE
TO GIVE ME
1 _ MONEY.
ONCE- [\J\\
IN-A-
LIFETIME | v
MEM(Z,EY .

IT's
ALL
YOUR
FAULT,
INU-
ZUKA/

YOU MADE
ME SING
THE WHOLE
TIME/

MAN, I
WISH WE
COULD
DO THIS
EVERY

DAY.



I'D LIKE
TO LIVE MY
LIFE SO 1
DON'T HAVE

REGRETS,
EVEN IF I DIE
TOMORROW

L




WHAT'S
IT DONG

UM,
SHOULD 1
INTRODUCE
MAYBE  MYSELF?
IT'LL BE
BETTER
IF WE
APOLOGIZE
TOGETHEE

I DON'T
WANT YOU
TO SEE ME
LIKE THIS.

[

——

ITTI__, ‘

a0
Im WA amaay g
W . 1Y

s
'

RATHER YOU
NOT MEET



I PROBABLY
WON'T BE
ABLE TO
COME TO

CLUB FOR A

WHILE.

..FOR
SEVERAL
DAYS, SHE
OION'T COME
TO CLUB OR
THE CLUB
ROOM
AT ALL.

AND
JUsT

LIKE

SHE
SAID...
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Chapter 26: Traveling Companion to Freedom

"FAMILIAL
BONP "
I HATE
THAT TERM.

WHY 1S 5|'r I EN YOU'RE
ALWAY LATE/
ON ME HOW LONG ik

TO DEAL . WERE YOU

GOING TO
ARE

MAKE ME
you

= 20n _ WAITZ/ DID
You ,. /N YOU WANT
LISTENNG |12 G

ME TO CALL
THE POLICE

' YOU ALWAYS

il EVEN SULK AND

YOUR' 4 THOUGH  ACT LIKE I'M

FATHER | 4 THE REAL THE BAD GUY

ACTS LIKE " ' SOURCE IN THESE

YOUR . /] OF THIS SITUATIONS.
FAILURES p ‘ _, PROBLEM

FAULT, \ TN THAT YOU'RE

' / ﬁ? B Y A SLACKER.

1

YOU SHOULD
SPARE A LITTLE
THOUGHT FOR
ME AND ALL THE

HAH, WHAT'S
FREEDOM?
CAN'T BE

TIME I SPEND
REAL.

KEEPING AN EYE
ON YOU.




WELL, IF
THAT'S ALL,
I DON'T
SEE WHY
WE CAN'T
GET YOU
SOME NEW
CLOTHES,
TOO.

8

BRING
ME
ALONG.

DID
YOU GET
GOOD
GRADES?

OH,
THAT
SOUNDS
NICE.

T WANNA
BRAG
TO MY

FRIENDS.

YOU'RE
DEFINITELY MY
DAUGHTEK.
DO YOU
WANT ANY
SORT OF
KEWARD?

THE ONE
AT THAT
FANCY
HOTEL.

s, S

MAHO, 1
SEE YOUR
GRADES
ARE HIGH
AGAIN.

OH?
HOW
ABOUT A
DESSERT
BUFFET?




THANKS I
FOR DIDN'T,
DINNER. TLL TRY
HARDER
NEXT

SHIHO,
ABOUT

TENNIS.
IF YOU DON'T

I'D LIKE S . THINK THE TEAM
TO TRY - CAN MAKE IT TO
MY BEST — THE TOP RANK BY
TO GET = THE END OF THE
THERE. 111 YEAR, IT MIGHT BE

[1) \  BETTER TO QUIT.

I MEAN
AHK, IF MY EAN,
TYRINTS AT WEVE
GOTTEN
HOME ARE AL
BOTHERNG ~ ERST
YOU GUYS,

' A FEW
I'M SORRY. TIMES.

-

YOU HAVE TO
REALLY OPEN
UP TO YOUR
PARENTS, AT
LEAST ONCE.
YOU HAVE
TO HAVE A
CONVERSA-
TION.

.fijf:[if\'W'-';a :



THEY'RE
YOUR
PARENTS.
IF YOU TALK
TO THEM,
THEY'LL

THINGS
MIGHT
CHANGE IF
YOU JUST
TELL THEM
HOW YOU
FEEL.

IT MIGHT
JUST BE
A SIMPLE
DISAGREE-

PARENTS
WENT A LITTLE
OVERBOARD,
BUT THEY
WERE
THINKING

I MEAN,
YOU REALLY




NOTHING,
REALLY.

I : WgAT .
YOU'RE ‘ 4 e
\ ; . HAPPENING
THE ONE \ . s

WHO
STOPPED
COMING TO
SEE ME.

WHOA, I FELT

I'M YOU'RE LIKE I

GLAD WE STILL DIDN'T
WENT TO WORRIED HAVE THE
KARAOKE RIGHT TO
TOGETHEK. ¢ (\\ SEE YOU.

T HAD A
GREAT
TIME...

..AND T
DON'T
REGRET IT
ONE BIT.

ANYWAY,
IF WE CAN
TAKE FIRST
THIS YEAR,
T'LL COME

BELIEVE
YOU...




I TOLD YOU
50 MANY TIMES
THAT IT WASN'T

YOUR FAULT

THAT THIS

WHOLE THING

HAPPENED...

wBUT
YOU'RE
STILL
TOTALLY
UPSET
ABOUT IT.

YEAH,

BUT I
TOLD YOU
NOT TO




YEAH,
NO, IT 15
SUDDEN.

SOME BAD
STUFF
HAPPENED
TODAY.

THAT'S A
SUDDEN
QUESTION.

INUZUKA,
DO YOU

..LOVE
YOUR
PAE'E}I?TG

sar »




sk
LOVE MY
PARENTS
A NORMAL
AMOUNT

THEY'RE
NICE.

WHEN I
FOUND THAT
OUT, I WAS

REALLY
FRUSTRATED
AND UPSET.

WOULD LIVE
MY LIFE
EXACTLY
HOW I

WANT TO.

... THERE'S
SOMETHING
ABOUT ME,
SOMETHING
AND THEY INSIDE ME...

DISAPPROVE ~ THAT'S VERY
OF IT IMPORTANT.

SO N

RETURN

...J DECIDED
THAT I WAS
GONG TO
VALUE MYSELF
THE WAY THEY
WOULDN'T.




WANTED TO
GIVE MYSELF
SOME
BANGS, I

GETTING
A FRESH
STAKT..

I GUESS
I'M IN MY
REBELLIOUS
PHASE.

I NEED TO
USE THE
BATHROOM.




GOING
BACK TO

ETENNIESE
NEXT WEEK

PLEASE [
DONJT TOO.

CALL ME ' ’
AN DIOT.

My SCORES
ARE PRETTY
GOOD, EVEN SURE HAVE
IF THEY'RE IT EASY.
NOT AS HIGH

AS YOURS.

YOU'RE THE
ONE WHO
ENDED UP
DONT
AT A SAFETY
BRAG ABOUT 278

GETTING
GOOD 5cOrgs  TOR DIOTS!

THERE WHEN THE
COMPETITION'S
SO WEAK.

YOU'RE
SO FAR

ABOVE
ME, IT'S
AMAZING.

I'M THE | /" MORONS
ONE WHO DON'T

HAS TO ; : 0
HOLD THIS = —_— GBE;CL
FAMILY TALK
TOGETHER LIKE
BECAUSE | .‘. THAT/
YOU'RE 5O |
STUPID/




DIE it
ALREADY

[

LWLV

.50 1T MIGHT NO MATTER Il T
AS WELL GO WHERE I [y YEAH, T WAS

...AND SOMEWHERE GO, MY “ THINKING
WHERE I FAR ENOUGH PARENTS ABOUT
CAN HAVE AWAY THAT I ARE GONNA < HOKKAIDO,

FUN. GET OUT OF MY CASE , SO BAD WITH

THE HOUSE ABOUT IT... 313 THE COLD.

FIGURE A

TROPICAL

ISLAND 1S A
GOOD
CHOICE.



N-NO WAY.
1 MEAN,
I WISH I

COULD,

..WE
WON'T BE
ABLE TO

THEN WhY “Grie.
WOULDN'T DON'T YOU ANYMORE.
IT BE GO TO
TOUGH THE SAME
UNIVERSITY
AS ME?

COULD
HAVE AT
LEAST LIED
TO MAKE
ME FEEL
GOOD.

WHAT'S

THAT FACE HONESTLY

...YOU'RE
QEEOIN Ly )
L (7,
MISS WHEN
T LEAVE.

P

el

T'LL BE
GLAD TO
BE RID OF
EVERYONE

o



I MEAN,
SAYING
YOU'LL
ONLY MIsS

YOU HAVE ME...

SO MANY

FRIENDS,

SHIHO.

I'M JUsT
SOME
UNDER-
CLASSMAN,
AFTER
ALL.

WHO
CARES IF
YOU'RE AN
UNDER-
YOU'RE  CLASS-
THE ONLY MAN?
ONE WHO
REALLY
GETS

ME.

DOES IT
HAVE...
SOME KIND
OF DEEPER
MEANING

you
TOOK
ME TO
THAT KARAOKE,
WAS YOu
REALLY KNOW?

WITHOUT \3
THAT DAY... (9§
HELL... N




.15 MORE
FUN THAN
DYING.

I WASN'T
JOKING
AROUND,
you
KNOW/

I'M
SORRY,
REALLY/

I'M
GLAD
yOou
SHOWED
ME THAT
RUNNING
AWAY...

THAT'S WHY
YOU'RE SO
IMPORTANT

PERSONAL
E’EAgONS
- -,

YOU SAVED

OH,
NO,
THAT'S
NOT
IT'S 1/

JUST...

I HAVE
PERSONAL
REASONS,

THAT'S ALL.




N ; YOU
THEN WHAT (T a | WERE
DO YOU ‘ | SERIOUS,
HAVE TO BE THEN?
DISAPPOINTED ! .
ABOUT?/

YOUR
SAVIOR. /&’\?

.1 GUESS
I WANTED
TO BE
MORE THAN
THAT.

WHAT WAIT,
DO WHAT?

YOU




AR/
SORRY!

17 50
T'M - Xy YOU  moN!

: 5 1 100,
COMNG . | MW




... TO MY FAVORITE WHAT pIp T JUsT
UNPERCLASSMAN? ALMOsT pO...

THEY?
IF you
DoNT  JORRY WHY DOES
WANT TO EVERYONE KEEP
ANSWER, ASKING THAT
THAT'S TONIGHT?
FINE.

167



— 1T
A 4 T posn'T
"4\ BOTHER
...ACTING  BUT, ME.
KIND SHIHO,
NO%FA;{AL YoU'ke L
AREN'T " Eﬁg;
BOY-
FRIEND.

wel
THOUGHT
YOU HATED
ME OR
SOMETHING.

...YOU
AVOIDED
ME FOR SO

I WAS REALLY

ANXIOUS BACK

THEN, WHAT
WITH MY
FAMLLY...

...AND
TRYING
TO GET

INTO
SCHOOL.

168



MY LIFE
HAS BEEN
REALLY
COMPLI-
CATED.

THAT'S
KIND OF

THE REASON
I HAVEN'T

BEEN IN
TOUCH
SINCE

THATS =

- AND I WAS
GLAD WHEN
I DIDN'T END
UP GOING
THROUGH
WITH IT.

169

THAT’S

aaaaa

1O
ONE OF
THESE GET-
TOGETHERS
AFTER ALL
THIS TIME?

I SUDDENLY
WANTED TO
STEAL A
K55 FROM
You...

SO WHAT
BROUGHT
YOU...




NO, I
REALLY
DIDN'T
WANT TO
SEE YoOU

I WAS AFRAID I DION'T
70 LOOK
KNOW WHAT I
TOO CLOSELY
WAS FEELING
FIND OUT. ’
ITS BEEN A
) YEAR SINCE I
I'VE GOT OUT OF
COMPLETELY THAT HOUSE.
FORGOTTEN
WHAT IT WAs
LIKE TO LIVE AND MY
THAT GLOOMY L/IFE AWAY FROM
LIFE. \ THEM HAS BEEN
SURPRISINGLY
EASY.
ik
DECIDED
ICouLpb
PROBABLY
COME AND
SEE You
NOW.




WANT TO
TALK TO
YOU LIKE
WE USED
TO, BACK
THEN.

CONFRONT

My
FEELINGS

FOR
INvZUKA
HEAD ON. |

S...

ACTUALLY
WHY 1
CAME
HERE

TODAY.
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REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 27: Before the Storm

YOU'VE GOT
THIS LOOK
ON YOUR FACE
LIKE YOU'RE
FREAKING OUT
\ BECAUSE YOUR
PARTNER'S
MEETING A
WOMAN FROM
\7 THEIR PAST
OR SOME-
THING.

WHAT’S
WRONG,
SAE?

Ry

SERI-

BUT I'M NOT OUSLY,

FREAKING

OUT AT ALL. %AET

IN FACT, I A

WASN'T EVEN HELL?
I TOLD THINKING THOUGH I
YOU MY ABOUT IT. CAN'T SAY
INSTINCTS THE LAST
ARE PART ISN'T

USUALLY TRUE.

SPOT-ON.




@Jidort Dojo OFFice
| °s;:=:c_mc_ FLLITE

nnnnnnnnnn

IJust

HAVE A

DIFFERENT
TOLERANCE
LEVEL THAN
EVERYONE
ELSE!

IT

W

'b&\‘

LOOKS LIKE
THERE’S NO
A THIS
AAKEN ARY NEW PART-
RELATION- TIMER IS
SHIP DRAMA STARTING
FOR YOU, TODAY.
SAE.
T
DON'T
NEED
ANY
DRAMA!

ABOUT YOUR
RELATION-

KAMEIDO?

BESIDES,
WHAT

SHIPS,

/)
A

174



Oh, it’s o
in the [
_ cito.

N

1
SUPPOSE IT'S
PROBABLY
PRETTY
LOW-LEVEL
FROM YOUR
PERSPECTIVE.

Thts |
[0S

fr—

w. W

AHH, WELL,
IJusTt
WENT TO
A REGULAR
PRIVATE
SCHOOL.

7/

T T O et et A

END UP

GOING FOR

COLLEGE
?




I

GLAD THANKS TO
MANAGED
Iu\gésTgF 'SEIE TO GET IN L?(ugei%spé
SOMEONE - WITHOUT WERE PRETTY
i HAVING TO i
e TAKE THE

EXAMS.

/

IF I WERE V= \
YOU, 1'D HAVE 2
TRIED FOR / /

A BETTER J
SCHOOL.

...COME TO
THE SAME
SCHOOL
AS ME.




-~
N

i

WHY WOULD
SHE SAY
THIS NOW

OF ALL

WHY /5 SHE
GETTING
ME ALL

CONFUSED

AGAIN

AFTER ALL

THIS TIME

vV v
AND I WHAT EVEN  WHAT
LUKEHER  rrg  pgour  KNOWING ~ DOES SHE
BETTER T00 HOW SHE REASON MEAN SHE
WITH LATE HURT MY DOESN'T WIsHES I
BLACK / FEEL- HELP ME WENT TO
INGS? rggl oway D e

ABOUT SHE WAS  SCHOOL?!
ME AT
THE

TIME!!

AH,
SORRY. I
SAID THAT
WITHOUT
THINKING
ABOUT
YOUR
FEELINGS.




NOT YOUR
FAULT AT
ALL!

I'Mm

SURE IT'S
BECAUSE
I AVOIDED
YOU FOR
SO LONG.
EVEN IF YOU
WANTED TO
COME TO MY Tr]/’
SCHOOL, YOU .

COULDN'T
HAVE. |

I Just
GAVE UP
TRYING
TO GET
IN TOUCH

WITH YOU.

I
.AND oIp
THERE'S  GIVE
ONE UP...
MORE
REASON

Io/D.

IT5 A
PRETTY
IMPORTANT
REASON.



STOP C’MON,
BULLYING KAMEIDO.
THE NEW
GIRL.

AND
THAT’S
SHE NOT
ICouD
DRAW ON

'/  WHAT  RIGHT,
g WASIT?  UH.
YUMEKO

—~muwO0O00=




THAT'S
ALOT
OF
CHARAC-

TERS

MY LAST
NAME 1S
WASHIO.

THE
CHARAC-
TERS
ARE...

IT

LOOK AT

THAT FACE.
SHE LOVES

THE JOKE
SHE JUusT
MADE.

SURE 15,
“"fY SO MANY
T CHARAC-
WITH THE RS
HEAD?
BUT IT'S
s PRETTY
IMPRESSIVE,
NICE... 50 I LIKE
IT.
_ Y\
1]/ \
THOUGH NOOOPE. ] YOU GO
cuT Some i e
: IT OFF
OFF THE | YoUR-
5IDES... o SELF
?
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ITS A

MANNEQUIN

FOR

I'M GOING
TO A TRADE
SCHOOL...

PRACTICING
PERMS AND
HAIRCUTS
AND THE
LIKE.

.l.To

PEOPLE’S
HAIR...

Love | | To mess you
WANT
PEOPLE’S TO BE A

MESS WITH

ILOVE  Ley HEH.

HAIR...

...HOW ARE

THINGS
WITH YOUR
BOYFRIEND

LATELY?



OH MAN,
I'M SO
EMBAR-
RASSED. 1
WAS JUsT
FOOLING
AROUND.

HE WASN'T
A BAD
FRIEND,

SO 1

TRIED

DATING

IT DIDN'T
WORK OUT.
WE DATED FOR
LIKE THREE
MONTHS AND
BROKE UP.

g == 182



SCHOOL.

I THOUGHT
I'D JUST FALL
IN LOVE WITH
HIM BIT BY BIT
AS WE DATED,

BUT...

AND
I REALLY
DON'T HAVE
THE RIGHT
TO SAY THAT
BECAUSE
I'M DATING
SAEkO!!

OF COLRSE,

THAT YOU
I DON'T HAVE DJI::T \I{-IAVE
THE RIGHT TO PLAY AT
TO SAY THAT FALLING IN
BECAUSE LOVE JusT
IFELLIN BECAUSE
CRAZY LOVE EVERYONE
WITH HER...

ELSE 1S,
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...I GUESS
I HAVEN'T THOUGH

OKAY?

REALLY
CHANGED
HOW I THINK
ABOUT THAT
KIND OF
THING.
\
1
g NN
( v g -++50
I CAN
-, PROBABLY
SAY THES.
WHEN WE
+AND FIRST
YOU FIRST MET..
STARTED TO
HANG AROUND
THE CLUB
ROOM, 1 KIND
OF DIDN'T
LIKE YOU.
= e
[ | .
: = AFTER A
.. WHILE, I
= GOT USED
=1 L TO You
s — | ‘? AND I
"\ WAS LIKE,
—~ /) EH, SHE'S
~. HUH? FINE.
\ you
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SO, INUZUKA...
DO YOU REALLY
UNDERSTAND
HOW
IMPORTANT
WHAT YOU DID

FOR ME WAS?

A WHILE

«.THAT
FEELING OF
FINE GOT
BIGGER AND

BIGGER.

THEN I
WAS SWEPT
ALONG
WITH YOU

HANGING
OUT IN THE
ROOM, GOING
TO KARAOKE
AND
CHANGING
MY PLANS.

o ¢
REALIZED
ICoulb
DO ANY-
THING.

I WAS
LIKE, EH,
FINE, WHY
NOT TRY?
AND
WHEN 1
STARTED
THINKING
THAT...



INUZUKA...
YOU'VE BEEN
THE STRONGEST
INFLUENCE ON
MY LIFE.

YOU GET




— SAE, YOU

== —
N — A", REALLY
i / LOOK
r m DIFFERENT
. TODAY!
. you . | T "
N GOT IT! ) '\
ISN'T IT Il /) Ty
; STYLISH i s /) TKNOW, =
N 2l A IS YowR (=l
L iy HAIRDO!
hﬂ I”‘T ~ ‘( '
=) I
ég}\ s = i 1 . i i ::i 1
a‘ Nk
HEY, HOW OUuRr
LONG DO ORDER
WE HAVE HASN'T HEY, WE
TO WAIT COME YET, NEED TWO
FOR THE MISS... BEERS HERE,
CHECK?!

SOME-
ONE’S
BARFING
OVER
SOMEBODY  THERE!
NEEDS
TO COME
CLEAN IT
up!




ISADIT OH
WAY TOO / NOOO

LOuup!! ' i

\ Ny
W N oa

% E }g "\ SAE %SQ% \ ! N-\ RA ¥
% & zz PLEASE... ||/ LAUGH AT WA WA
Py N

ING TOO

ITIS MAN---
BEEN SO
LONG SINCE
I LAUGHED
THAT
HARD...




/

HMM

AN
AFTER- 3 WHO
PARTY AT WANTS

KARAOKE, TO
HUH? HAVE AN
AFTER-
HOw  PARTY?
ABOUT
KARAOKE
47

LIKE, WHAT
IF MY MOM
COMES TO
PICK ME UP
AGAIN?

STILL GOT
A LITTLE
TRAUMA
FROM THE

FIRST
TIME.
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\Sit

Al

«.HOW
ARE
THINGS

«.WITH
YOUR
PARENTS
NOW?

I'M NOT
SURE IF
THIS IS
AN OKAY
QUESTION,
BUT...




AH,
WAIT, THEY
DID GET IN
TOUCH IN

I WAS AT
WORK, SO 1
MISSED THE
CALL. THAT'S

ALL, THOUGH...

THE SPRING.

AT ALL,

THOUGH.

NOTHING
HAS
REALLY
CHANGED.

BUT THEY
HAVE TO SAVE

FACE, SO THEY
AT LEAST PAY

FOR MY TUITION
AND STUFF.

...YOU DIDN'T
LET THEM
KNOW YOU

WERE COMING

I CAME
WITHOUT
MAKING
ANY
PLANS.

HAVE YOU
FIGURED
out
WHERE
YOU'RE
STAYING
TONIGHT
?




I THOUGHT
I'D JuST

FOLLOW You '
WHEREVER *
YOU WENT

TONIGHT.

Se

L)

s ).

)

—

LET'S GO }/ SN I MEAN,
SOMEWHERE ‘ BASICALLY
ELSE, GET I HAVEN'T
SOMETHING HAD MY
TO DRINK FILL OF
AND TALK. TALKING
TO YOU.

DARTS OR
SOME-

THING. — ' ‘ T

4 — i —— il
WECAN \ — = " _
A V) =, W ‘ e
) ,  —— - /




THEN, IF WE
GET TIRED,
WE CAN JusT
GET A HOTEL
ROOM SOME-
WHERE.

AH, OF

COURSE, IF
IT'S OKAY TO
SAY THAT KIND
OF THING TO

IS
THAT A
PROBLEM
?




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



TO THE
AFTER-
WORD.

THIS TIME, 1'D

WELL, THEN,
LET’S GET

~7

THANKS SO I
MUCH FOR f-lr%"ﬁé,
PICKING UP THE

VOLUME 3 OF AUTHOR,
THE MANGA! TAMIFULL.

LIKE TO BE
STEREOTYPICAL
AND TELL YOU
HOW 1
STARTED
DRAWING
COMICS!
o i clicke, i
n , U
shod bls e[ LET'S s I LoVED TO
comic il
. g PICTURES
il WHEN I WAS
A KID.

These’s also (reate Think of
tons of charactess a story
' — WHOA!
You =\ | comc
HAVE TO ARTISTS
DO ALL HAVE
OF THAT' Draw 10
ALONE?- OF course, yov Learn how to vse a panels
WI-IATl IA also have to be  bonch of technigues. D
PAIN!! aood at art. N\
S iy
=t /IJ\\
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...Mezwr .
I REALLY
GOT INTO UNDER- ‘3‘ NO
LOTS OF STANDING 0 WAY!
PEOPLE THE PAIN P ‘
MAKE ONE /»L"VOL Ifg
THING IN DOI,
roceTHER! || _EVERY- (N LL
THING ALL ‘
(/
MAKING
SOMETHING
B8I6 FROM
THE
EFFORTS
OF A BUNCH
OF SMALL
PEOPLE...
THAT WAS S0
FUN THAT I T8
ENDED $0
UP DOING AWESOME.
A LOT OF
DIFFERENT
THINGS IN
MY SCHOOL
DAYS.
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I 6UESS

MAKING AND I IFT HONESTLY,
mmes wrw || “oont BuT ooir  IDUKE  ,KNOA
A GROLP WANT TO EVERYONE MYBELE, IT 7O MAKE THAN I
JusT Takes || RAIN.ON  WORKED wouLp ge T BETTER  r o 64T
COMPRO- THEIR 50 HARD 20 MUCH ~ THAN THIS! /T WOULD
MISE... PARADE. ON BETTER... BE.
TH/S...
oké‘ M
v

BUT
WITH
COMICS
o /S
You SC“,P{"’ ...YOU CAN
DON'T Staging, MAKE IT ALL
’ gngB‘LCéK actors, EXACTLY
HOW You
FOR < : N WANT IT
ANYONE! stage TO BE!
d!“e.s;i,ng’
ete. .\
e &
- 17’6
AND THAT’S TRUE
HOW I !
N syl COMICS
OF DOING ARE SO d
T ALL BY GREATI!
myseLr IN | &7
comics! L _
A NG

And that’s why | do everything without assistants...



HOW DO WE RELATIONSHIP
QVOLUME|
"= CoMmEnTARY

A \x

“ *F

TRACK

coMIC

I MAKE

ety oodl |
v NOT I DON'T

THE PAST, REMEMBER

ALL...

THIS WAS
AROUND
THE TIME
I TREID
TO TOP
You,
WASN'T

IT FEELS
LIKE
YOU'RE

YOU'RE
ALWAYS
LIKE THAT,
SAEKO.

/| SOMETIMES
7/ 1 THINK
YOU'RE
HIDING
THINGS...

I REFUSE
TO LISTEN
TO ANY
MORE OF
THIS!

AHA!
SO THAT'S
WHAT
YOU'RE
GOING
TO SAY,
HUK?
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OH MY
GOD,
YOU'RE SO
YOUNG!

o pecy b”
WA A 5 WHAT
L m;ﬁ--ﬂ‘ ARE YOU
"’ LOOKING

AT?!

THIS IS THE
WEREN'T YOU FACE OF A
SAYING THAT YOUNG GIRL
YOU MAKE IT IN LOVE...
A RULE NOT
TO LOOK
BACK AT THE
PAST?!
DON'T
TAKE IT
OUuT ON
ME!

Continved in volome 4!




Tamifull

Even though the characters are all
members of the band club, there isn't

a single scene of them playing in this
volume. No wonder it felt easier to draw!
We’'ll probably see them playing their

instruments more in the next volume...
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THIS TIME, I'D
LIKE TO BE
STEREOTYPICAL
AND TELL YOU

HOW 1
STARTED
DRAWING
COMICS!

WELL, THEN,
LET’S GET
TO THE
AFTER-
WORD.

vV

THANKS SO I

MUCH FOR 1#%",&;;,
PICKING UP THE
VOLUME 3 OF AUTHOR,
THE MANGA! TAMIFULL.

IT'8 REALLY
OULD CLICHE, BUT
BECOME A I LOVED TO
COMIC ORAW
s PICTURES
v WHEN I WAS
FUTURE!

You
HAVE TO
DO ALL
OF THAT
ALONE?!
WHAT A
PAIN!!

These’s also
tons of

OF course, yov
also have to be  bunch of technigues. D

good at art.

(reste Think of

charackess a story
= WHOA!
Fa COMIC
% ARTISTS
HAVE
Draw TO...

Learn how to vse a panels

S x5
= = <
711\\‘% .
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F
gorwro || umoer- b NO
STANDING 0 WAY!
THE PAIN P ¢
MAKE ONE INVOLVED
iRy (7
TOGETHER! -
SR THING ALL ‘.
(/
MAKING
SOMETHING
B8I6 FROM
THE
EFFORTS
OF A BUNCH
OF SMALL
— PEOPLE...
THAT WAS 50
FUN THAT I TG
ENDED 50
UP DOING AWESOME.
A LOT OF
DIFFERENT
THINGS IN
MY SCHOOL
DAY,

xJ
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I GUESS Irs
N, ~AND I =T HONESTLY,
THINGS WITH DoNT BuT o1 IOUKE KPR
A GROLP ANT TO  EVERYONE MYSELE, IT  TO MAKE THAN T
Aot || mal wus || Wkos [ e
e || pmae " on GerTeR YT s
TH/S'-' M
\_/k’\j | s
0
BUT
WITH
COMICS
you SC.TI:pt, ...YOU CAN
DON'T staging, MAKE IT ALL
HAVE TO actors, EXACTLY
HOLD BACK HOW YOU
FOR C ey WANT IT
ANYONE! staQe TO BE!
clre.ssi.ng,
ete. .\

AND THAT’S N B N TRUE
HOW I !
CHOSE

THE PATH COMICS
OF DOING ARE SO -
/T ALL BY GREAT!!
MYSELF IN
comics! -
~ N\

And that's why | do everything without assistants...



OW DO WE RELATIONSHIP
WOLUME
COMMENTARY TRACK

coMIC

g
A\

“ y

NOT TO WHY AHHH!! AROUND

LOOK NOT I DON'T THE TIME

BACK ON ? WANT TO I TREID

THE PAST, REMEMBER TO TOP
THAT! YOu,

THAT'S

ALL... WASN'T

YOU'RE
ALWAYS
LIKE THAT,
SAEKO.

IT FEELS

LIKE T THINK
YOU'RE YOU'RE
wHA HIDING
SHOWING THINGS
7! OFF.

GA P 1 REFUSE AHA!
ToLSTeN [ 50 THAT'S
By woreor || e OuRE
/}', THIS! it GOING
: TO SAY,

HUH?
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GOD,
YOU'RE SO
YOUNG!

WEREN'T YOU
SAYING THAT
YOU MAKE IT
A RULE NOT
TO LOOK
BACK AT THE
PAST?!

,_/\(

THIS IS THE
FACE OF A
YOUNG GIRL

TAKE IT

OuT ON

ME!

Continved tn volome 4!



Tamifull

Even though the characters are all
members of the band club, there isn't

a single scene of them playing in this
volume. No wonder it felt easier to draw!
We'll probably see them playing their

instruments more in the next volume...
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