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I NEVER
EVEN
THOUGHT
I'D BE
ABLE
TO TELL
ANYONE
ABOUT IT.

THINKING...
IT'S SO
SILKY, I'M
JEALOUS.

REALLY

I NEVER
THOUGHT
THIS
DREAM
wouLp
COME

up?
PETTING YOU'VE
MY HAIR  JUST

..I'M JUsT
THINKING
ABOUT HOW
I'M DATING
A WOMAN
FOR REAL




TOMORROW.
I sHouLD
GET TO

HAIR
SPARKED

YOU SAY
THAT, BUT
I DPONT
THINK
SLEEP 1S
ON YOUR
MIND
RIGHT
NOW.




50
STRIP
ALF?EIADY

WE'LL
BANG ONE
OUT REAL
QUICK AND
THEN YOU
CAN SLEEP!

7|

AND NOW

THAT I'M
LIVING MY
DREAM...
MY LIFE |5
S0 FUN I
CAN HARDLY

BELIEVE IT!
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P L a___ AMM...

) Y| e
| Sgr = 7 " DAYTOAL
QUR NEW

STUPENTS!

"X OF COURSE,

AFTER THE
WELCOMING
PON'T BE CEREMONY
SEPUCED COMES THE RITUAL
BY THEIR INSISTENT
EASY SQUICITATION
TEMPTATION! FROM THE
PONT LOSE VARIQUS
YQURSELF SCHOQL
QuT cLups!
THERE!

o0
GlUESS T PEOPLE... LATE FOR
B@Zﬁf TOO MUCH THAT...

INFORMA-

ONE... TION...

ORI MAYBE
WONT Lil
JUST GO
MAKE HOME.
ANY

FRIENDS
s 0 D

x—ﬁ_'”“ R
50 MANY S

/4
N &8

f —E‘{Ll'g 2 =
(YA




...EVEN

THOUGH

YOU'RE JUST

GONNA TOS5
IT IN THE
TRASH AS
SOON AS

HERE ThEy TURN
‘' AROUND!

THAT’S
SOME MAD
CLEAVAGE!




/N

/ THAT WAS

A ) I-I1TOLD
- YOU I WAS
SORRY,

I CAN'T

HELP BUT

WONDER
HOW
IN THE

o
ENDED
UP BEING
FRIENDS
WITH YOU

REALLY
AWE-
SOME

AFTER
THAT.

THE WORST
FIRST
IMPRESSION
OF ALL TIME,
SAEKO.

I DON'T
MEAN |
ANYTHING

! WEIRD
N s AR

MOVED,
OR
SOME-
THING...

. WAS GET IT
THE ALREADY!
FIRST STOP!
FRIEND I
MADE IN

LIKE...
AESTHETIC
BEAUTY,
RIGHT?

COLLEGE.




5UP,

SEE
YOU IN ou
LATER! 2

wanh SHE'S
SUIREV%R Jip the Az‘i %gg
PERSON- aext . Lk
ALITIES \ectore:
WOULD )
CLASH.

On,
¢ 0N

\ was
MJ\X\Q\-

SURE!
THE

MORE
THE

MERRIER,

«.AND 1

THINK Y’ALL
MIGHT GET

ALONG
PRETTY
WELL!

THEY'RE
IN THE
SAME
DEPARTMENT

|\ AS ME...

BUT SHE’S
ACTUALLY
A PRETTY
NICE
PERSON...

.AND
WE JUST

ENDED LP

GETTING
ALONG.

YOU MIGHT
. MAKE

. FRIENDS A
4" LITTLE TOO
EASILY.

10



DON'T YOU
THINK THAT
GIRL WITH
THE SHORT
BLACK HAIR

?
SHE'S IS CUTE?

TOTALLY
MY
TYPE.

DANG,

MANY MIWA, || wHAT
Pﬁo\f LE YOU'RE 5
AVE SUPER T2
You POPULAR.

you

NOW (' ,
MEAN ol

I SPILL
GOTTA IT!

WHAT?
WHY ARE "',},J,'"
you-721 7!

1



WAIT,
LIKE
MAYBE
SOME

TOUCHY

LIKE, THE
KINDS OF

) PEOPLE
LET’S YOU CAN'T
JusT GET TOO
LEAVE CLOSE
IT AT TO, OR

ELSE?

STUFF?

qd  THEY
WERE ALL
AMBIGUOUS

NOT
SURE IF
I EVER
REALLY

HAVE

SOME-
ONE'S
GONNA
HEAR
yout!!

AWE-
SOME.

YOU'RE
ALL DARK
MAGIC
OVER
HERE...

THAT'S \N
"W

W

JEALOUS!

I BET

I'M

ANY DUDE
YOU GO
AFTER

FALLS FOR

12



NO
ONE I'VE

LIKED HAS
EVER LIKED
ME BACK...

.BUT IN
THE END
I NEVER
ACTUALLY
TOLD HER.
B
HUE ™ as | h
| | :
ke . AND
WED
s B0
= Ki
N A 'f W@ JusT G0
-_ Y KNY Aane our
5 N, | TOGETHER.

ACTIVITIES

%

L BUT

WE 6ot
CLOSE
DURING

CLUB

o[22
et

IN HIGH
SCHOOL,

I HAD A
HUGE CRUSH
ON A GIRL
WHO WAs
ALITTLE
OLDER THAN
ME...

3
L)

ITS NOT
LIKE WE
WENT
o LBy r ouT OR
Tl Awvy-

THING...




EVEN

BUT I
DION'T
WANT TO
RUIN OUR s
FRIEND- WONDER
...LUGH
P o o
W TS
AP
d /! how \
E / 'BouT
R| vyourwp |
i O\ SOMEONE |
1 NEW®
N

WE'RE IN
CLASS!
CLASS!

AHH!

HEY, IF
YOU TWQ
WANT TO
CHAT, YOU
CMN TAKE 1T
QUTSIDE.

ANOTHER
ONE OF
THOSE CLUB




BAND
cLuB

MEANS
you

ACTUALLY
JOIN A

I'M I WAS
KINDA IN BAND

LIKE... CLuB

A\ HMM, IN HIGH
Wl sHoup 1 S%I-gOL:

BAND,
RIGHT?

N

YOU.

JUST GOT A
GLIMPSE
OF SOME
INFLUENCE

FROM A GUY

YOU USED

TO LIKE!

SHE'S
SHARF.

DO You
LISTEN
TO ROCK

AND
STUFF,
MIWA?

HOW "BOUT

WE JOIN
1 TOGETHER
?
WANNA :
SEE YOU
PLAY,

MIWA...



‘KAY,

ALL
I THINK you
THIS IS THE FIRST-
FIRST TIME THANKS YEARS
MOST OF FOR !
YOU HAVE JOINING
MET...

& THE BAND 1'1

.50 LET'S
USE THIS
PARTY TO
DRINK AND

GET TO

KNOW EACH

OTHER!

FIRST
TIME
IVE HAD
ALCOHOL

YEAH??
I REALLY
LOVE
THAT
BAND,
TOO!

TOTALLY
WENT
TO THEIR

LAST \
CONCERT
[ -

16



WE DECIDED —
TO JOIN . g0
THESE GUYS’ AMAZING
BAND! \

SHE'S
DN s zea0y
SONENEW
5%552 B N\ FRIENDS
.E
\: A HEY,
X? . M| oo
-All you
~ HEAR

THAT
?

INUZUKA.




WHAT KIND

OF GUYS '\ A 7 HEY,
LIKE? WHO ' N _ You
Do I HAVE ﬁ S i 77, 3 ), [ L GOT A
TOBE FOR [ WM\ / | BOY-

YOu TO i FRIEND

DATE L -

HEY, YOu [ ME?!

ALREADY
HAVE A

GIRL- , /
FRIEND,
MIKKUN!

WHY DO
I HAVE TO
HAVE A
GIRLFRIIEND
?

.. THAT e MEAN...

PEOPLE OF COURSE
JUST I'VE ALWAYS
ASSUME KNOWN...
EVERYONE /15
STRAIGHT.
Oo
M
w R
R v M
= R L
W W R
\\} AV
® *




I KNEW
YOU'D BE
POPULAR,

MIWA 4 DEEP IN MY

HEART, I
KNOW [T'8
NORMAL
THAT I LOVE
WOMEN....

I

THINK I... LBUT I
DRANK JUST DON'T
A LITTLE HAVE THE
TOO COURAGE
TO TELL
ANYONE.

I REALLY
HATE
SITUATIONS
LIKE THIS...




ALWAYS
THOUGHT
THAT ONCE
I WENT TO
COLLEGE

W IL0
Luck out
AND FIND
FRIENDS I

COULD TELL
EVERYTHING
70...

y

OH... you AH...
WAIT, SAID... UM...
Yslqn... FROM YOU'RE YOL% ggRE ARE

, TSURUTA THE YOu ALL

BAND RIGHT
e / ”.7




..WITH
SOMEONE
LIKE YOU,
MIWA.




4 You_
Z HUH?!

\

WHA?!
BUT WE
JUST MET
TODAY-
ACTUALLY,
JUST A FEW
MINUTES

FIRST P | AGO!

I MEAN,
I DIDN'T
REALLY
MEAN
TO SAY
IT RIGHT
NOW...

I-IT WAS
A SLIP
OF THE

TONGLE,

GUESS...

MIWA,
You
SAID
wouLp  You
You WERE
LIKE TO SINGLE
GO OUT .
WITH
ME...7

;\ at{et&ﬂ 3
oot




OH

HEY,
WHAT'RE
pp  You
SOME- _TWO
ONE ASK POIN?

SOMEONE

| will definitely treat wov
right!! | promise! Even though
I'm kind of socially awkward
and a nesd...

WITH THE
VIBE IN
HERE? AM
I RIGHT?

ICAN'T
TELL HIM
THAT I'M
ONLY
INTERESTED
IN GIRLS

OFF ME!!

5- S
stop it | 9
5TOP ljc
HANGING 25

WHAT,
REALLY?
TSURUTA!
NICE
JOB!!




I
MEAN, I
TOTALLY
GET HOW

YOU FEEL!

MIWA’S
SUPER
CUTE,
AFTER
ALL...

/ T
[ /7

YEAH,
BUT
LIKE,

ASIDE

«ISN'T e,
ITA e

ALL
LITTLE TyAT
TOO s

FAST TO
BE ASKING
HER OUT?
YOU 6UYS
ONLY MET

TODAY,
\ YKNOW?

STOP IT!
DON‘T
THREATEN
ME...

§ /5 1FEELLKE SUOSNSS
B 7o LUCHA'S Nt/ wHaT BUT
A4Y)  RuLL- ' 7 WOuLD DIDN'T You
N7 £ POWER GUH?! '{SA.T@%g MAKE A
V) JEALOUSY NO-DIBS
LN PUNCH égglgﬁg FRIEND- PACT WITH
Wes . WouLb b SHIP WITH MIKKUN
welfS  REALLY ‘ AND
Q0P HURT... LUCHA?

I'M
THING 15, REALLY
I SloHT ™| THREATEN-
o S =\ NG You.
OBVIOUS, A\

BUT MIWA'S
ACTUALLY

AREN'T PRETTY
You SHY.
?

24



UMM

SO IT
TAKES
A WHILE
FOR
ME TO
GET TO
KNOW
PEOPLE

SORRY,
TSURUTA

I'M...
WELL,
SAEKO 15

TELLING

THE
TRUTH...

.I'M
PRETTY
SHY...

IT'S REAL
IMPORTANT

NOT TO LET
THINGS GET

JusT NOW
TREAT -
ME
LIKE A
FRIEND!

o

LiLL

THIS
ouy HEY,
SAYS  TSURUTA!!
HE'S  C’'MERE.
GONNA
SHOW US
A REAL
AWESOME )
VIDEO! 2

§\ ls

25




o ——
e
o——
|
T

(i A
-.gi

{ (”

i
| s i,
g T

I'M GLAD
I FIGURED
IT OUT.

SUPER
NERVOUS
ABOUT
HAVING TO

YOU'RE
JUusT




MIWA,
you
COMING
TO THE
AFTER-
PARTY
?

THAT’S

WHAAR?

I CAN
HANG
OUT WITH
THOSE
GuYs
SOME
OTHER
TIME!

27

SORRY!

/| 1 ACTUALLY

WANNA GO

SAEKO! |\ |/,

C’MON,
LET’S
GO!

IF You

WANT TO 60 FOLKS!

TO AN AFTER-
PARTY OR
AN AFTER-

AFTER-PARTY,

YOU KIDS CAN
FIGURE IT

OuT ON YOUR

OWN!

flocha




THAT

WORRIED.

T 2
SSrle =T il 32

‘ LS TVE i HAPPENED
EEN CALLING MIGHT HAVE \:) _ WITH
OH, THAT YOU THINGS < TSURUTA
DOESN'T . LIKE DARK ANERVE ) RIGHT?'
REALLY e MAGIC OR SO I'M OPEE nggh\;é' '
BOTHER : ; ;L WHATEVER. A LITTLE THING...

< peu

s ME...
[

==

REALLY?!

1T’

OKAY
2l

REALLY?

28



ABOUT...
MYSELF.

ABOUT
A FEW
THINGS.

WOULD
LIKE TO

TO YOU
SERIOUSLY,
AT SOME

1

TALK

POINT...

ool T THINK

REALLY  MAYBE
wouLp
BE OKAY
TO TELL
SAEKO.

TR T

DON'T YOU
JUST TELL
ME NOW?!

YOU'RE

GONNA
DRIVE ME
NUTS WITH
CURIOSITY!




I FEEL
LIKE I
REALLY
CARE
ABout
HER...
AS A
FRIEND.

I WANT
TO GET

NOT IN A
ROMANTIC
WAy, OR
ANYTHING.
IT4
DIFFERENT
THAN

..8UT
I FEEL
LIKE IF
PUSH
COMES
70
SHOVE,
I CAN
REALLY

THINGS
WERE

. AND PRETTY
SHE SURFACE-
POES  [EVEL THE

MESS DAY WE

WITH ME BECAME
ALOT  FRIENDS...

RELY ON

HER.

WHAT.,.?!
THAT
CAME

OuT OF
NO-
WHERE

GAHH...
ARE YOU
SERIOUS /£

?

IT's SO
NOT FAIR.
WE CAN'T
JUST TALK

ABOUT

ME!

COME
ON, I'VE
NEVER
HEARD
ANYTHING
ABOUT
YOUR
LOVE
LIFE!

Pt




I
@ YOU'RE

S0

- DRUNK,

b~

MIWA...

WHY
DID You
ASK ME
ABOUT

THAT OUT
OF THE
BLUE?!

I'M
SERI-
ous
1l

.1 JUST
WANTED
TO
KNOW
MORE
ABOUT
YOU...

..ALL
OF A
SUDDEN.

I DON'T
HAVE ONE!
NOTHING
WHATSO-
EVER!!

31




COMPLETELY
HONEST...

LIKE...I
LIKE GIRLS,
YOU KNOW?




115
JUST ONE Agéﬁ-

OF THOSE
THINGS! FIO Effg
I'VE THAT!
DATED
6UYS,

0 1mNoT
[ GOING
ALONG

NO NO
WITH You! NO,
I'M HOLD
SERIOUS You ON A
I MEAN, ! DON'T SEC...
I'M HAVE TO
MORE SAY THAT (
SURPRISED JUST TO
ABOUT GO ALONG
You, WITH ME!

SAEKO... 7
/
|

YOU GET

, ALONG
IOUEE 5o WelL

THAT’S NOT THROWNG ¢ ivC
EXACTLY A YOUR ARMS

OVER THEIR

ROMANTIC \ SHOULDERS

THING...




THAT MEANS
WA TALKING  HUM-

|
THAT  ABOUT YOUR HH...7
CLEARS  ROMANTIC BUT,
TA AT
LOT ;.. THING WITH Oss.

TSURUTA...

I
MEAN,
THINK

ABOUT
IT!

THE
ODDS OF
MEETING
i» ANOTHER

I GIRL WHO'S
OPEN
ABOUT
LIKING
GIRLS 1S
LIKE...




-

YOU'VE
HAD THE
BITTER,
I THINK YOU  BITTER

HAVE

Yong:ER MENTIONED  EXPERI-
DATED A SOMETHING  ENCE OF
WHAT GIRL? LIKE THAT.  LOVING A
ABOUT OR ’ STRAIGHT
FOOLING KISSED GIRL,
AROUND ONE? RlGHT? .
! = . /(ﬁ -

TOTALLY
HONEST

seel
REALLY
WANT TO

GET \\
CLOSE \ \
ENOUGH
DO THAT \\\\
STUFF l//
WITH ‘
YOLUL. \\\\ (’



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 2: Il Go Out With You?

THIS IS
JUsT
I DON'T

REALLY

e

... THAT
YOU WANT
TO GET
CLOSE

ENOUGH




SORTA?

TO THINK
ABOUT
YOU THAT
WAY!!

HEY,
WHAT
ABOUT
You?

DO You

_ LIKE ME,
pio You V . lei:i“ OR
TSAXEK "/ WHAT, You
TE ME?
IT LIKE g & HAIE 108

THAT?!

COURSE
I DON'T
HATE
YOu.

I MEAN,
YOU'RE
MY
FRIEND,
S0...




/ IT'S A
/ GO0D
/ IDEA,
k RIGHT?!
IT'D MAKE
ME SO
HAPPY TO
T'LL GO ouT
TOTALLY WITH YOU,
TREAT MIWA!!
You
RIGHT,
TOO!

i)

I SEEM TO
REMEMBER
YOU SAYING
SOMETHING

TO “FOOL

ME JUST A
MINUTE AGO.

ABOUT WANTING
AROUND” WITH | E

. '{)I'

TREAT
ME

RIGHT
et




HOW WAS NO NO

YOUR FIRST |
DRINKING N /
VA NO, WAIT:
PID  MIWA? : |
you
HAVE
FUN?

THAT'S
GOO0D,
BUT BE
CAREFUL
out
THERE!

I WORRY
WHEN
YOU'RE OUT
SO LATE!

You
COULD END
UP DAT-
ING OR
SLEEPING
WITH WITH
ANYONE IF
AND YOU YOL%:EEESUT
KNOW  cerTiNG

HOW I
DANGER- DRUNK!

ous
THAT 15!

40



WE NEED TO

HAVE A SERI-
ous TALK
NEXT TIME

WE
SEE EACH
OTHER.

MAYBE
WHEN SHE'S
SOBERED
UP...

..SAEKO
WILL HAVE
CHANGED
HER MIND
TOO.

I THINK
MIWA'S
TOTALLY
THE BEST
CHOICE!

HEYYY,
SO ABOUT
THE LEAD
SINGER OF
OUR BAND

...HONESTLY,
MIWA’S GOT
HIM BEAT IN
THE LOOKS
DEPART-
MENT...

-.AND 1
THINK SHE
SHOULD

MIKKUN'S
REALLY
GUNNING FOR
LEAD SINGER,
BUT LIKE...

ARET
= <7 Ve VEA\\Q
4 goofi at

/ll

a1/,

THAT'D
GET YOU
FIRED UP,
HUH,
TSURUTA
”




N4> >PxT S

PUTTING IT
THAT WAY

[SN'T GOING
TO MAKE IT
ANY MORE

APPEALING
TO ME, YOU
KNOW!

I'M NOT
VERY
GOOD AT
SINGING,

THINK 507
WELL, YOU

..you HEY,
TWO'RE DON'T
BEING A  YOU

LITTLE  THINK

TOO

OH,
I GET IT!
YOU'RE
JusT
JEALOUS...

;g

NOOQOO...
YOU'RE
MAGINING

[T...

42




Too | PETERMINED BY
LONG

YEAHHH!!

.VOCALIST
SING-OFF ALL RIGHT,
CHAMPIONSHIP! NOW
BEGINS THE

IT’S THE “JUST
INAUGURAL...

ONE TRY WHETHER
YOU LIKE IT
OR NOT AND

YOUR SCORE 15

THE KARAOKE
SCORING
SYSTEM”
SINGING-

ABILITY BATTLE

A TOURNAMENT

15 THIS

GONNA

HAPPEN
MORE
THAN
ONCE?

WV |

Y, %

1 MEAN, MIKKUN,
BUT s TRUE || SHUT DON'T YOU KNOW
.16 6000 THAT THE HAVE TO THIS 15 JUST

THIS uP AN AFTER-
| LL AWESOME. IDEA OF BE THAT
oby IGET  MIWA i SERIOLS SCHOOL
1607 THATI! SINGING BAND,

” FOR OUR RIGHT?

BECAUSE
I'VE BULT
MY IDENTITY
AROUND THE
TIMES THAT
GIRLS HAVE
TOLD ME “You
SING SO000
WELL!I O”




ACTU-
ALLY... HE'S
S0 GOOD

IT’S NOT
FUNNY...

HMM?
OH,
C’'MON
IT'S
SO
WHAT FINE...
ARE YOU
GONNA

SING?

UH...
HMM

THERE
AREN'T
VERY MANY
SONGS
ICAN
SING ALL
THE WAY
THROUGH

P

44



.. SHE’S
ime;ea
CTING
52 MW}/ Y OPENLY
o1y an ROMANTIC
ANXIOUS BUT WE'RE TOWARD
% DATING ME.
NOW, $0...
I GUESS
THAT’S
NATURAL,

RIGHT?

SINCE WE
TALKED
ABout

PATING...

YOU'RE
NEXT!

MAD

NOT MY I'M

FAULT IF REALLY
YOU'RE BAD AT
DISAP- SINGING!

POINTED
1]

you
GUYS
HAVE

MISTAKE

EA

~

DEPENDING

ON Youl! BETTER

SCORE
THAN
MIKKUN,
PLEASE
1l

o
"
A




Frront

AL i
b,
Ty ﬂ
=N ’
A | A
RUEST7 B = .\ .
— > L I v 4 2
. ¥ N )

N\

\—\/COULDN'T

IT'S NOT YOU COME
e s
Ok A CHEER TotA S
- up!
GARBAGE AT  THAN THAT?!
SINGING YOU'RE
i ACTING

LIKE...




AND WHEN
YOU WERE
SINGING,
THAT WAS
THE ONE
THING
YOU HAD
RIGHT!!

50 THIS
IS THE
LINEUP...

AND HEY,
WITH THE
BASS, ALL
YOU HAVE
TO DO IS5 o
FIGURE OUT
HOW TO
STAY ON
BEAT!

4

£ [ can1

g EVEN

7| PLAY AN

L | INsTRU-

£ MENT
?

I DON'T
SEEM TO
HAVE ANY
MUSICAL
TALENT
AT ALL.

i

You
KNOW,
I'VE




Ah, we've gotta
0o boy yov an
N instroment. #

UM,
WHEN
WE WERE

TALKING
ABOUT
DATING

...YOU
SAID YOU'D
NEVER REALLY
THOUGHT
OF ME...

WHEN DID
YOU GO FROM
LIKING ME AS
A FRIEND TO

LIKING ME AS A

GIRLFRIEND

?




SEEMS LIKE
IT MIGHT
YOU  BE A LONG
WANNA  CONVERSA-

WELL, GET OFF
I DON'T Eopz . TION...
REALLY HAVE MINUTE
LSO I'M ALL MY ?

NOT SURE FEELINGS

HOW TO SORTED OUT
PUT IT INTO YET...
WORDS.

l/

\

Al

...AND
ASKED

ME TO
GO ouT
WITH
YOU...

BUT WHEN
YOU TOLD
ME YOU
LIKED
GIRLS...

— S
PR IT‘SRAR
BUT GOING FoR e o Nouwe
AHEAD PEOPLE To  RIGHT
WITH IT... JUS'[I'N?;UKABLE
...FEELS
LIKE A RELATIONSHIP...
COMPROMISE «-AND
OR SOMETHING. %{Dmifjg
I FEEL LIKE IT"S ABOUT HOW
JUST SUCH A MUCH I
SELF-SERVING WANTED A
GIRLFRIEND.

REASON TO
DATE.




IF YOU'RE
THINKING SO
SERIOUSLY

BASICALLY
MEAN YOU
LIKE, ME

YOU'RE
PRETTY
INTENSE,
MIWA...

51

WHEN THIS
HAPPENED

ROMANCE...
15 GOING ouT
SUPPOSED
TO BE LIKE

MY
HEART
DOES
THAT FLUI\'ER
MEAN
I HAVE
ROMANTIC
FEELINGS
FOR YOU?




I NEVER
THOUGHT

I'M NOT
TRYING

ABOUT ALL
THAT STUFF
FOR EVEN
A MINUTE!

R I%HT AND ANYWAY,

| DO YOu
I MEAN, AN'T REALLY NEED
THIS ISN'T ARE YOU  vou SOME KINDA
YOUR FIRST SCARED  gusr... CHECKLIST TO
TIME AT I-I'M OR DATE SEE WHETHER
THE RODEO NOT SOME- ‘EM? OR NOT YOU'RE
OR ANY- SCARED THING DATING
THING... T SOMEBODY?

I'M
GONNA
LEAVE IT
up 1O
youl!

EVEN
THOUGH
I REALLY,
REALLY
DON'T
WANT TO
BREAK
up!

IF You
REALLY
FEEL LIKE
YOU CAN'T
DO THIS




I
DON'T

WANT
TO

BUT, BREAK
UM... up.

...1'D LIKE
TO START
OVER
FROM THE |[

BEGINNING.

IDONT
WANT UsS
TO BE
GOING
OuT...

..JUST
BECAUSE WE
WERE BOTH




I'LL 6O
OUT WITH
YOU...

ARE
LOVE AND
DATING...

- REALLY
SUPPOSED
TO BE LIKE

THIS?

ID LIKE
70 GET
70 KNOW
SAEKO
BETTER...

- AND
REALLY,
TRULY FALL
FOR HER.




WANNA
DO HER
RIGHT
NOW...

SERIOUS
ABOUT
THE
WEIRDEST
THINGS




How Do WE
RE|ATIONSHIP?



~
T s

A
HEY, |!!
SAEKO H
HONEST, JusT HOW DO
GET THE ONE I PICK A
YOU THINK BASS?
LOOKS THE
8 OH, AND NICEST.
b HAS THE N
NICEST \
\T}
SINCE
YOU'RE A
THANK OH ..WILL  BEGINNER,
youl BE ONE WITH
BEST. FOUR

STRINGS

I'M 80
GLAD I . )
GOT DRUNK _ AHH.
AND ASKED \S
HER OUT!!

Chapter 3: Embraceable You



THE FIRST
TIME I
ACTUALLY
DATED
ANOTHER

AW, MAN, I s
REALLY DON'T il - ALL WE
WANNA THINK

oI0 WAs
ABOUT THAT. WURT EACH

OTHER.

AND AFTER THAT,
THERE WERE ALL
THOSE OTHER

_ : S IME RELATIONSHIPS., ..
AND JINTO: _ BuTI T MEAN, THEY
B OmEs L BIRLEZ COULON'T WERE FUN IN
: | REALLY FIND A THEIR OWN WAY,
MY GIRL- RELATIONSHIP I GUESS.
FRIEND... _ THAT

SAT/SFIED
ME.




YEAH, IT
LOOKS
LIKE ITLL
REALLY
SUIT YOu.

SAEKO!
N I THINK
O\ M eone
,, WITH THIS

N v‘\\\““\\ﬁk

SN, Y
THING \\\w\\\\\i\\\%&,

i // \

2
K

JUST IN
CASE,
I'LL TRY
GIVING IT
A LITTLE
PLUCK

[!ﬁ
)
FOR

HEE HEe... YoU!
JUST TRY
NOT TO
FALL IN
LOVE WITH

ME!




]

ol | W-
| - ; WHAT
| 7!
I/ 1N THE
A B = OF
: 1 TOWN
THIS C'MON \ | '
1S A : - THERE ARE
il SO MANY
[5}4;7 PEOPLE...
| T \
R

\ S 7 IDBE
SUR-
PRISED
IF ANY-
ONE IS
AND EVEN o
IF THEY N
DO SEE IT
AND THINK M
SOMETHING

WE'RE DOING OF IT...
IT, LET'S n/%
INTERLACE /ﬁ
OUR FINGERS!
...WE'RE
Z JusT
= /9 TWO
[ | \ STEANG'
SN ERS
‘.‘ﬂ ; - en
S ...PASS-
~ ING THEM
/ ON THE

STREET...

THAT'S...
TRUE...

60



1/

50

WARM

80
SOOOFT!/
S0 SILKY

p

7
7

GUESS
I'VE BEEN
KINDA
LIKE THIS




I'VE HAD
TIMES WHERE
I THOUGHT
I NEEDED TO
CHANGE TO
SUIT SOCIETY

%YWW
02230
ILa98a

"MD_n_KO

OrHE-

(T

I DONT
WANT TO
LIVE A LIFE
WHERE I'M
JUST...

OH...

I WAS
JusT
THINKING

[

2

...FOR
YOU TO

HEY!!

il
=

BE SO
SERIOUS,

STOP
MAKIN’ FUN
OF ME,
WILL YA?!

62

&




I THINK
THE TWO
OF Us
PROBABLY
FEEL THE
SAME...

ABOUT
THAT.

I WANT TO
LIVE MY LIFE
WITHOUT
LYING ABOUT

MY TRUE
FEELINGS
TOO.

50 Tl HOW I'VE
TELLYOU,  WAITED TO
IREALLY  HEAR THOSE

WANNA WORDS...
ITH YOU, WANNA LIE
MIWA! EITHER.

YOU CAN
LIE ABOUT
THOSE TRUE
FEELINGS
FOR A LITTLE
LONGER

THIS
SUCKS!

I CAN'T /=1 * | 5
FREAKIN' __
PLAY!!

&

AN : w
?‘\\\\\ \\\:}\\\\\ R b

N
SRR : R

\ Y




THIS 15 ;

THE FIRST AW, IT's Us
TIME DON'T BEGINNERS
WE'VE WORRY. OF | || WHO MADE

TRIED TO COURSE IT SOUND

GET OUR TS LIKE
SOUND THAT NOW.

TOGETHER
i

SINCE
WE'RE BOTH
NEWBIES,
LET'S
PRACTICE
TOGETHER!

EASY
FOR
YOU TO
SAY, MR.
SINGER.

I
ASKED
FIRST!

WE'RE
THE
RHYTHM
SECTION,
AFTER
ALL!!

IF SHE
WANTS TO
PRACTICE,
SHE
SHOULD
PRACTICE
WITH
DRUMS!!

NOW WE
CAN LOOK
FORWARD




WHAT’S
IT GOT
TO DO
WITH
You,
SAEKO

Moy

' THE HECK...

A

HEY,

YOU'RE
GONNA
FREAK
MIWA
ouT!

CutTIT
OouT,
C’MON
|

3;«5 FRIENDS
WITH
RIGHT  miwA.

I DON'T
THINK
/TLL BE A
PROBLEM,

. THAT
WE'RE
DATING.

ViV
i

o

Iy
I
iy w ﬂ!

,: ;!‘

Ly }{ h‘n ".




NOW
WE'RE
CLOSER
THAN EVER
BEFORE!

IT’LL BE
FUN, I
PROMISE!

HUH?
DIDN'T
YOU SAY
YOU GUYS
WERE
COOLING

you
SHOULD
GET A
BOY-
FRIEND,
SAEKO!

THEN WE
CAN GO
ON DOUBLE
DATES AND
STUFF!

IT'S FINE...
DON'T
WORRY!

HUK?! AT
LEAST PLAY
ALONG,

SORRY,
I'M NOT
INTERESTED IN
A BOYFRIEND
RIGHT NOW.




AFTER ...NOT

ALL, ITLL TO TELL 78
BE A B/G THEM FINE, I
PROBLEM RIGHT GLESS...
IF THINGS NOW.

GET
MESSY.




FINGERS
Just
WON'T
MOVE
ANY-

TS A
STRUGGLE,

AINT IT?

AND |
CAN'T
SING
EITHER!

CUT ouT
To PLAY
MUSIC...




IT'LL BE
FINE. JUST
PRACTICE
AND YOU'LL
GET
I BETTER!
REALLY
SUCKED
WHEN I
FIRST
STARTED
TOO...

PLEASE
STAY WITH
ME...

AND THE
Moop’s
KINDA...

GAAAH!!
l WHAT
THE
U - HECK
e was
THARAT



i

'. 'T)(FX

NOBODY
ELSE IS
HERE!

H-HEY!
STOP,
SAEKO

I MEAN,
THIS ISN'T
EXACTLY
THE KIND
OF PLACE

o |
WANNA
DO THAT.
THE
AMBIENCE
S...

THAT'S

70




EVERY
SINGLE
ONE
DOESN'T
GOTTA
BE
PERFECT.

<

IT'S NOT  WELL,

ANYTHING,

LIKE IT'S LIKE...
YOUR
FIRST

KISS OR

RIGHT?

OH, 5O
YOU WORRY
ABOUT
THAT KIND
OF THING,
HUH,

I'VE GOT
A NORMAL I

AMOUNT  MEAN
OF EXPERI-

IT..
DOESN'T
MATTER
ANY-
WAY...

..REALLY
YOUR
FIRST?

SO LET'S
KEEP
GOING...

—




THAT
WAS ON
PURPOSE

e

MAN,
SHE'S
BAD AT
THIS...

- BUT
SHE'S
TRYING
REALLY

HARD.







How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



How Should | Know?

hqﬁter.4




= .7
SOUNDED
LIKE You
WERE
FIGHTING.

e e

k=%

...AND
THEN I
HEARD
VOICES,
AND...

=

Z

00

90 T
JUST GOT
IT INMY
HEAD TO

MAKE A
FASS AT
HER.

W_
WELL...

I
THOUGHT I
FORGOT MYy
UMBKELLA
IN THE CLUB
ROOM

YEAH, I
STARTED
THAT.

you
KNOW,
MIWA's 5O
CUTE AND
ALL...

W-WHEN

DD

v

You

m_'} 1

GET

HERE
?

| A

N

\
\

...AND

THEN
I SAW,
UH...

YOU
WALKED
IN ON
SOME- 5% ,
THING ‘
WEIRD/ P

WE'RE
ACTU-
ALLY..

MAN,

'
[ Bl

WHAT
DO You
MEAN,
you
SAW?

AND I
WAS ALL,
GUESS

ILL JUST
GET My

UMBRELLA

AND
LEAVE...

)
\l /// 28

i ((

M-
MIKKUN




I'M THE
BAD ONE
HEKE...

...DID YOU
PRETEND
IT WAS ALL
ON YOU,
AND THAT
IT WAS
SOMETHING
WRONG?

SOIF1I
DO IT
FIRST, IT
DOESN'T
HURT,
RIGHT?

( PEOPLE

ARE GONNA
CALL US

GROSS

AND

PERVERTS

)

77

AND YOU
DIDN'T
HAVE
TO SAY
IT WAS
GROSS

WE
WERE
BOTH

KISSING.




How ‘31

PO
you

WELL.A KNOW
HE'S... ]|
600D THAT?!

PERSON

WHETHER
WE GET
ALONG
DOESN'T

HAVE MUCH

TO DO

\ WITH

. LT

P

HUH...?
WHY ARE YOU
BEING 5O
PESSIMISTIC
ABOUT
THIS?

DUNNO

WA

...SAY
WE'RE
GROSS

HE'S BUT
NOT MIKKUN
GONNA  WOULDN'T

I DON'T

KNOW HIM
-.BUT VERY WELL
You YET...
GeuYs
ARE
PRETTY

DON'T YOU
TRUST YOUR
FRIENDS?



Y'KNOW
WHAT? IT'S
NOTHING.

WONDER
WHY...?7

I
GUESS
IT's
BECAUSE
I'M NOT
ALONE
ANYMORE
7

MAYBE.

BUT
THAT'S
PRETTY

CONFIDENT

OF You.

HUH? ITS
NOT LIKE I
WAS TRYING
TO BE
CONFIDENT

.




- A PO-7I WAH!
STOP 17’5 WHAT THE
MADE TEASING NOT A HéCK"'
FUN OF WEll POEM! il
ME- .
IT's
PAYBACK

SOMETHIN’
ABOUT
WANTING TO
LIVE MY LIFE
WITHOUT
HOLDING
BACK,
DION'T

GUESS
I DIDNT R
MAKE N
600D
ON THAT,

REALLY MADE  THAT'S
ME FEEL LIKE  RIGHT.
1 COULD BE
CONFIDENT

TOO WHEN
REALLY?
NOW I'M
EMBAR-

RASSED.




SIGH

WELL, I 4
GUESS 1 :
GOTTA
GO TELL
HIM!

T'LL
...5INCE
WE'VE GOT MlTELL
CLASS KKUN
TOGETHER ASSUT
AFTER THIS
ANYWAY.

I Q) & THOUGHT

WELL, : ,, THIS HAD
FINE, 7 i ( BROUGHT
i ‘ - i . AT US CLOSER
e ‘ { HEAVEN 7 - ! LEASTA  ASA
X | LTTLE  COUPLE
CLASS! u— :

| AN BIT... TOO!
N f T . \\

81



Q)

X

Y-YOU'RE ,
THE ONE il

WHO FORWARD
WANTED



N V

PLUS,

HE'D NAH

YOU  proBABLY al B
60 TO  TOTALLY
CLASS,  NERvVOUS
RIGHT ¢ you
? SHOWED.

...TO
TALK TO
MIKKUN.

WHAT'CHA

wd'M
REALLY

FREAKIN

ouTl!

IM
SCARED! I
ACTUALLY
CAN'T PO

THIS!!




THIS
5
WEII-

7<U /A,?,p

HOW
2 couLp

= VS HE JUST

ipolialss N = T SN\ A casuaiLy
e T 7 § ) bl APPROACH
e N NAN ME LIKE
- THAT?!

STUPID
1l

\lio- THE S
LENCE CRUSHER /~_,
1S :
,—}GF‘,!;\‘\’ST
THE
RULESI




you
KNOW, IN
THE CLUB

MEAN...
YOU'RE
NOT
WRONG

YOU'D BE
SURPRISED,
ToO!!

HEY,
MIKKUN |

..WHAT DID
YOU THINK
WHEN YOU
SAW IT?

-~ _/ /\( A
/ /_\/' W \\ q‘\\?\\n\-“k_

I MEAN,
ANYBODY
SEES THAT,
THEY'RE
GONNA BE
SURPRISED.

You
WANNA
COME WATCH ME
PASSIONATELY
MAKE ouT?!

LIKE, I
DUNNO...
REVOLTED
MAYBE?

THE
IDEA OF
TWO GIRLS
DATING OR
WHATEVER,
PROBABLY...

PROBABLY FELT
SOMETHING
BESIDES JUST
SURPRISED...




50,

LIKE,

YOU  YOU'RE

AND  REALLY

MIWA  DATING
2 ?

THIS
SILENCE

I'M
NOT AN YOU'LL
IDIOT AND BREAK MY
YOU'RE EARDRUMS,
YELLING, you
ToO!! IDIOT!!

[ HemerT
-\ comes...

LOOK

...THIS
IS KINDA
TOUGH
TO SAY,
BUT...

86




H-HOW
DO TWO
GIRLS,
Y'KNOW,
DO IT?!

WHAT
ARE YOU,
STLlll’ID
?

TONGUES
AND
STUFF,
MOSTLY...

WHY
ARE YOU
MORE
EMBAR-
RASSED

THAN
ME?!
\‘u
X

87




You

DON'T
HAVE ANY
OTHER
REACTION
21

SERI-
ousLy,

MIKKUN,
PLEASE!

WHAT
AN ANTI-
CLIMAX!

LIKE,
"GROSS” OR
“OU CAN'T

DO THAT”
THE oitﬁg:‘ -
HELL | FEELING OF
REVULSION
?

?

WANT ME '
TO FEEL |
THAT WAY
ABOUT |
YOu?
[ ﬂ
A | ?

88



HONESTLY,

I DON'T
. REALLY
KNOW...
...BUT ALL (
REALLY 1 W
bhr SURPRISED

‘ S AND EVERY-

"HM, THING...

WELL
THERE

you

60.”

...I DATED
A GIRL, AND JUsT...

PEOPLE IN MODLE || noT.. HAVE
FOUND OUT, SCHOOL REALLY PEOPLE
AND THERE SAID THAT

WERE ALL KINDA
STUFF

TO You

BEFORE?

...BUT TO MY

GIRLFRIEND

+.MOSTLY
NOT EVEN
TO ME...




I DON'T
THINK THEY'RE
GONNA SAY
ANYTHING
BAD TO YOU

You

SHOULD

TRY

TELLING
LUCHA

AND

TSURUTA

TOO.

..AND 1
DON'T
WANT IT TO
HAPPEN TO
MIWA.

/ 7T ] 7
IR =~ fﬂ-‘:Dv‘;fﬂf{

90



PLUS, IF

YOU DON'T,
| . . = | LUCHA'S
! | & '\ DEFINITELY
S |l /S PGy GONNA TRY
THATS LIf) 1 y ASKING
A 3 i | ; ! | ( ASK ME, M|WA
600D ! ; ' PRETTY ’
GLESS, SERIOUS
DUPDE. ABOUT HER,

TOO! /\/

W N N :
i 1

b.a\\\\\\ : \\\‘ R

\ A “'

..SHOULD




WHAT?!
YOU'RE
THE ONE
WHO
WANTS ME
TO LIKE...

...TRUST 1
IN MY
FRIENDS
AND ALL
THAT...

‘@'HME -

ON
THREE,
WE GO
INSIDE!

YOU JusTt
FOLLOW
UP HOW-
EVER YOU
WANNA.




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



Chapter 5: I'm a Romantic, You See

I DON'T
KNOW
WHAT TO
SAY...

HA
HA

]
: 2 a
. AND b WE
oD OPENED
THEM WE UP TO THE
WERE REST OF
DATING. | THE BAND... [
\ B
= 6 ]
Lﬁ?
: [~
/ T2l
—
THEY WERE [
DEFINITELY |
SURPRISED |
UH HOW DO
Hm NSNE GIRLS DO
R i IT WITH




KIND OF
A PERSON _ @
Lo You ANYONE,
THINK I . HATE
AM?! d g MmEe!

I'M

- NOT
THAT IN-
TOLE'Il?ANT

I was
WORRIED
ABout
A FEW
THINGS...

«BUT IN THE
END, NONE
OF THEM
TREATED
us ANY

DIFFERENTLY.




GO TO STILL

THE NEXT LOOKING
ONE... OVER
THERE,

MIWA?

You
HUH? WHAT NREEZEL%
KIND OF o
MOOD DO TAKING
YOU GET THEA gggop

IN FROM ,
LOOKING IT'LE sszuﬁusw

AT FISH?! AQUARIUM,

AND IT’S

AND AND  OuR FIRST

T IT’5 OUR  DATE IN

SMELLS ONE-  FOREVER!

FISHY! MONTH
ANNIVER-
SARY!!

97



MIWA... >
YOU'RE

PRETTIER
THAN THE ALL F-FISHY
MOST RIGHT, wond
BEAUTIFUL FINE...
FISH HERE... YOURE
RIGHT,
IT’S BEEN
A WHILE
SINCE WE

YOH, HAD A
“I LOVE I'M SO
YOU, HAPPY!H
SAEKO!”

HOW’S
THAT,
MISS
INU-

ZUKA?

SAEKO,
REALLY

DRAMATIC
ENOUGH
FOR YOU?

DON'T
BE MAD
AT ME
AND
P01
HEAR YOU
LAUGH A
LITTLE BACK

THERE?

you
DEFINITELY _
DDl ¢

98




NO
TICKLING

ouT!




AHH, THIS
IS THE REAL
THRILL OF
BEING IN
COLLEGE...

1T
FINE.
ITs
THE

MIDDLE
OF THE

WEEK.
NO
ONE’S

ALL
RIGHT,
LET ME

THIS TRY
TIME  AGAIN

TLL !
GET IT

WHAT IF
SOMEONE
SEES
us?!

Y

I WAS UNDER

 THE IMPRESSION.
 THAT BEING
SOMEONE’S
LOVER WAS.

SOMETHING I'VE
DISCOVERED
NOW THAT I'M
DATING...

.8 THE HUGE
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN

FANTASY AND
REALITY.



BEING WITH

SAEKO 18
NOTHING LIKE
THAT...
..BUT
WEIRDLY
/T DOESN'T
REALLY BOTHER
ME.
78
DIFFERENT
_ g THAN I HAD
THERE ARE /’;"“%’Vf"
20 MANY /
THINGS
THAT I NOW
C'MERE R REALIZE T
A 48 COULDN'T
MINUTE! HAVE

POSSIBLY
IMAGINED...

Irs
INCREDIBLY
FUN...

-AND ALSO
KIND OF A
WONDERFUL

THERE'S  THERE
A I
CROWD,
SEE?
LET'S




- THAT IT
wAs
ALITTLE
MORE
LIKE ID
IMAGINED.

A, wait
U? 3 M'l'wa'.

. SOME-
TIMES

0o
WisH

...HAPPY
ONE-MONTH
ANNIVElRSARY




HEY,
WEREN'T
YOU THE
ONE WHO
WAS ALL

CONCERNED

ABOUT THE

MOOD AND
EVERY-
THING?

WHY ARE
WE EATING
SEAFOOD

RICE BOWLS
AT A DINER

I-IT Just

SEEMED

LIKE You
WANTED TO
EAT HERE!

FOR OUR
ANNIVER-
SARY?
N
AN I |l vourur YT Besioes,
THINK TS YOURSELF TS
BETTER IF OUuT TO FINE!
WE HAVE DO WHAT
FUN... 1 WANTED s
(g 1) O ~
7;,3_,.;_1. \% s i bt
== /
3

You
GET A
/N TUNA [
1 sasHim

FOR THAT.

NO
WAY!
REALLY
?




ISN'T
THAT THE
KIND OF
QUES-
TION
TO ASK
ON AN
ANNIVER-

WHY ARE
YOU ASKING
THAT ALL

5?'?&95 HELL?!
SOMETHING Tﬂgg .
A TEACHER  sTUPID,

WOULD HA HA

PUT ON

YOUR

REPORT




WELL,
IT’S HARD
TO COME
UP WITH

SOME-
THING ON
THE FLY!

SAEKO,

NOW, WHAT DO
T:grs YOU LIKE
FAIR...!! ABO',JT
LT
S\ = HMPH! AS
,_ PUNISHMENT,
- 1I'M APPRO-

PRIATING ONE
MORE TUNA

\
? SLICE!

x> ;

YOU DIDN'T
HAVE TO
ORDER
ALL THAT
EXTRA
SASHIMI,

YOU KNOW.

MY
STOMACH
HURTS...




1 Just
THINK

1'D FEEL

BETTER HMM

IF THERE
WERE

SOME-

AHH...
WISH I 0

COULD
LIE DOWN HURTS B
ALREADY! You

DAMN IT,
MIWA,
YOU'RE

SHOULD
I CALL

REST 340
STAY $70

f HOTEL ~EW o wAvY
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I WAS
MOSTLY
LYING
ABOUT MY
STOMACH,
ANYWAY!




JUST NOT
READY
FOR THIS.

YOU WAIT

KNOW, UNTIL
IowT TS JUST THREE
THAT  WHAT THE MONTHS

WHAT  MAGAZINES
EVERY- SAY...
BODY
DOES
o

¢
|

[l ff [ i

~

LETS GO
HOME.

A
Y4
IT'SNOT  WuA-

THERE 1 GETIT Wiar AT
ARE STILL THAT'S ALL EVERYBODY

TRAINS, FOR TODAY. DOES...

108



BUT MAN...
I FIGURED
I WAS
WAITING,
TO BE
HONEST.

THAT'S
JUST HOW
(T 15,
THOUGH...

..SINCE 1
GUESS IT'S
YOUR FIRST
TIME...

Nou
STOP DON'T

MAKING HAVE TO
FUN OF AN MORE
M ME!
JUST
NOT
AS--. A v

I'M
NOT AS
SLUTTY
AS YOU

ARE, )
SAEKO!! ﬁ%

IT's
NOT...
My
FIRST
TIME.

DON'T
PUSH
YOUR-
SELF.

11t BE
SURE TO
TREAT YOU
RIGHT FOR
YOUR FIRST
TIME.
Q

\\IFL}"P )



I

you
DON'T
EVEN
KNOW

HER!

PICKED
A FIGHT

TELL
ME ALL
ABOUT

IT!

HEY,
RI!I(A

SHE’'S
IMPOS-

FORGET,
REALLY...

SIBLE TO

OH,

BUT YOU
KNOW

DEFINITELY
SHOULON'T
HAVE SAID
THAT...

HEY,
YOU'RE THE ARE
ONE WHO'S M\@:?
GOING _
OUT WITH
SAEKO!!
YOU'RE
MIWA,
RIGHT
?
i -
/ \\\\ . 7 ..fi;.
i JJ]
THIS 15 SN , YEAH! ™y -
USSHI ON 5 I'M THE N,
GUITAR! / _ SINGER, %ESE
o A
7 5[ YOURE
E IN THE
SAME
BAND AS
USSHI,
RIGHT
?




ACTUALLY,
I FEEL :
/ NOW THAT
Sl'":'ﬁ?'l;l& I SEE You YEAH,
TO WANT UP CLOSE, SAEKO
I I
-t I A WHILE
TOO! GORGEOUS! oy

THOUGH
SHE
MOSTLY
JUsT SAID
TO ASK
YOUIFI
WANTED
TO KNOW

MORE!

50, WHAT

St DO You
SHE'S LIKE
REALLY JLKE

o SAEKO-

WE'RE i
ROOTING ‘

FOR You | Y |
6UYs, y W'V . LY —5,
THOUGH! . _ ‘ \ —

LONG HAVE
YOU BEEN
DATING?




WOO!
SINCE
MAY,
THEN?
SAYS THE
ONE WHO
HAD A BUNCH OH MY
OF DUDES IN GOSH,
HER HAREM You 6UYS
THE MINUTE SURE WORK
SHE STARTED FAST!! =
SCHOOL.

HAVE
You
KIS’?ED

RIKA,
REIN IT

HAVE YOU
SCREWED || 5ex

WHAT’S
THE
AVERAGE

7

DOES S
EVERYONE
DO IT
AROUND THE \
ONE-MONTH \ \
22 A\
. @Q\a\\\\\\\\\\m\\\ X

12



IT’S MORE
ABOUT
WHEN BOTH
OF You
ACTUALLY
WANT TO,
RIGHT?

I DON'T

THINK (T 2

HAS MUCH ;
TO DO WITH ﬂ WE'RE
HOW MANY TALKING
MONTHS OR ABOUT
WHATEVER. WHAT’S

AVERAGE!

WELL,

YOUR GIRL 7?7

RIKA HAS
DONE IT
WITHOUT

EVEN DATING

FIRST,

UMM

.1 DO
HAVE TO
PO IT
EVENTUALLY.

BUT You

KNOW...
YOU'RE
DO You DATING
REALLY SAEKO!

THINK SHE

COULD 60

WITHOUT

7

f\/ 1F You

DON'T

" WANT TO
THERE'S  HAVE SEX,
COUPLES vYOU DON'T
out HAVE TO,
THERE Y'KNOW!
THAT
NEVER
Do!




..IF YOU

KEEP HER
WAITING TOO

LONG SHE
MIGHT JUST
DUMP YOU.

SOME
COUPLES
BREAK UP

OVER LACK
OF SEX, YOU
KNOW.
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How Do WE
REIATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
[RELATIONSHIP?



Chapter 6: This Really Is Love

RIKA,
SERI-
ousLY,
cﬂ'{r YOU'RE
£y KILLING
STUFF ME!
LIKE
THAT.
YOU'LL
FREAK
HER OUT!
I WOULD
NEVER TRY
BUT LOOK,
OF US THINK SAEKO AND 1 TO FREAK
" THAT IT'S THINK PRETTY You out
PRETTY MUCH THE ABOUT
YOURE  popriless SOMETHING
SAME.
NEVER gl LIKE THAT.
GOING TO
SOMEONE
CHANCE T

TO HAVE
SEX WITH




N 1 SAID WAIT
Y soMETHING,  'up,
LIKE, DD I

TOTALLY
DEEP JUST izl

WANTS TO

/

i

...AND THEN
YOUR
LOVE GETS
DEEPER AND

DEEPER,
RIGHT?

TOUCH ME
BECAUSE SHE
CARES ABOUT

ME...

.. THEN WHAT
I DI0 wAs
EVEN WORSE.

I MEAN, IF

AND THE YOU LOVE
MORE YOU SOMEBODY,
TOUCH EACH DON'T YOU

OTHER, WANNA TOUCH
THE MORE 'EM?
ALL THOSE

TOUCHES

ADD UP




IF THATS I MIGHT HAVE
THE CASE... JUST STOMPED

ON SAEKO’S
AFFECTIONS.

.. FEEL
EVEN
GUILTIER.

I HAVE TO
ApoLocize. 4B

ANYWAY,
YOU'RE
TAKING
PART IN A
COMPULSORY \
GROUP /
DATE,

I JusT /

DECIDED!! 1\
e




C’MON,
PLEASE?
WE'LL PAY
DRINKS,

NOT
FIRST-
YEARS

PARTICI-
PATING,
S ALL!

YEAH,
WITH THE
THE BAND
CLUB FROM |
CHI U! \

UH

[ 552
YOU COouLD fﬁ |
JUST LET .;f \ \%
MIWA OFF, ! \ ‘;
o u
" L)
1 " \

SHE'S
DATING
RIGHT
NOW!

\d

What? i
What the heck,

this 9:831."5
1\\ newbies
o)

I'M IN A
TOTALLY

50 I CAN'T‘

GREAT

HUK?!
REALLY?!
You
SHOULD

HAVE
JusT
SAID
ol

120



MIWA!
I KNEW
You'D
BE HERE!

I WAS
JusT
THINKING,
‘MAYBE

SHE'LL BE
HANGING
ouTt...”

DIDN'T
REALIZE
yYou
WERE
THERE!

IT'S AN

EMER-

GENCY.
WE GOTTA
GO FAST!

HEY, WHY
ARE YOU
TWO HOLDING
HANDS?

121



TALKING
ABOUT,
SAEgO

OBVIOUSLY
A LIE,
OF DUH!

I ALREA
FIGURED g E o LQ

THE
TWO OF
THEM
WOULD
BE
CoolL...

DIDN'T
TELL OUR
cLuB
UPPER-

CLASSMEN
|
YQFUES_D ABoUT

USSHI
AND
RIKA i

i |

..BUT I'M
STILL PRETTY
CAREFUL
ABOUT WHO
I TELL!

UM...
I WANTED
TO
..ABOUT  APOLOGIZE

WHAT

1 SAID

DURING
OUR DATE.

I GUESS
I MIGHT




WHAAAT?

BUT YOU

ALREADY
TEXTED AN
APOLOGY!
ISN'T THAT
ENOUGH?

I MEAN,
I CALLED

You HOW

sutTy.  CO%E
THAT'S 50

AWFLUL...

...I FIGURE gc‘m‘é
WEBOTH  pgerry

, SCREWED
IT'S P, AND CREEPY

:
N
N

&

&

DIDN'T

I HURT
YOUR D
FEELINGS g
AND INJURE
I'mM YOUR

CON- PRIDE?
CERNED

N
W - o N Y
\ R

R N
N » Bk
X
\
)

IS

s
/-.
o

NS
[

B =

g

1T TT
"r,’%

‘s
7
i

1

Fiv\ r




SAME DAY AS
OUR FIRST
CONCERT!

MY
BIRTHDAY’S
COMIN’ UP
HERE!

AND
NOW
IT'S ALL
FIGURED
out!

\?\\\‘ TR

—

| HMM

I'M NOT
WORRIED
ABouT
ALL
THAT...

WAIT, BUT
THIS IS
A REAL
HURDLE
FOR...

'Ll
FORGET
ALL
ABOUT
IT!

j \

e

+.AND
MAKE ME
FEEL LIKE
QUEEN FOR
A DAY OR
WHATEVER

IF You
WANNA
COME UupP
WITH A
SUPER-
AWESOME
SURPRISE
FOR ME...

124




C’MON,
TURN THAT
FROWN
UPsSIDE
DOWN!

WHAT DO
YOU LIKE
ABOUT
ME?

What was

I REALLY

DO HAVE

FEELINGS
FOR SAEKO.




SHE CAN SHE MAKES

CLEAR AWAY ME LALGH
ALL MY AND CALMS

WORRIES IN ME DOWN.
A MERE

MOMENT.

THINK THIS
MIGHT BE
OKAY...!

EVEN
IF WE GET

WHEN I'M
UPSET, SHE
EFFORTLESSLY
REACHES OUT
7O PICK ME
UP.
£

MORE
SERIOUS

WHAT?
OH NO

THAT’S
OoDD...
I'VE BEEN

THING...

HEY,
MIWA...

...YOUR
BASS
STRINGS
ARE
GETTING

126



BUT
AREN'T
BASS
STRINGS
EXPE;ISIVE

127

IT'S THE
RAINY
SEASON,
SO IT
MUsT
BE THE
HUMIDITY.

<

You
PROBABLY
OUGHTA
CHANGE THE
STRINGS AT
THIS POINT.

PON'T HIT

PEOPLE
UP FOR

SEX RIGHT
IN FRONT

OF THE

GENERAL

PUBLIC!!




v %

IF YOU DO
I’LL... ANYTHING ARE
I’LL... TO HURT you

OH,

MIWA, LYI;JG -
I'LL- ? Wrlogal
T00,
MIWA!!

IT'S NOT
LIKE I WAS
TRYIN’ FOR
THAT WHEN
I INVITED
YOU OVER!

LEAVE IT
TO ME
AND MAKE
YOUR
ESChAPE
BUT,
aLS(ES Y'KNOW,
LET ME
REALLY £
WORET oW
e f G%ES!
1Y
/)

SAE, I
CANT ¢
BELIEVE
you!

HOW DARE
YOU BRING
OVER A
FRIEND
WITHOUT
WARNING
ME!!




OH MY OH,
GOODNESS YOU'RE
GRACIOUS... KIDDING!
THANK YOU YOU'RE
FOR BEING MIWA

THERE il

FOR MY
DAUGHTER

THIS OF..
15 MY SHE’S
GIRL- NOT A YOU'RE
FRIEND,  FRIEND [ ALWAYS

MIWA.

For
having
me...

AND HERE
IAM
WITHOUT
ANY MAKE-
UP! WHAT A
SHAME!

on WOWl
SHE'S WAY
MORE
PRETTY
THAN
IN THE
PHOTO!

129

I'LL BE
UP WITH
SOME
TEA AND
SNACKS




ﬂ\‘NMP

e 4‘u

KEEP
YOUR

HANDS TO
YOURSELF

IN MY
HOUSE!

A BUNCH
OF STUFF
WENT
DOWN N
MIDDLE
SCHOOL,
AND SHE
FOUND
OUT...

4

130



HM? HEY, IS
MMM THERE

ANYTHING
I CAN

HELP

HEY
!

HEE HEE
HEE! A
SUCCESSFUL
SURPRISE
ATTACK!

SHE
DD,

BUUUUT ...DIDN'T
T YOUR MOM
PROBLEM =Pt NOT

0BLE T0 DO
W ANYTHING
GET A il

LITTLE...

CLOSE
?



I DON'T
REALLY
; RE{\?LLY THINK IT’S
@ THEN TL A PROBLEM
\ | TAKE You
\ N uPON

THAT...

THAT’S g
THE P A T o
STUFF - Ty

\_“V '/ /. L) \ 00
-77:-“—7- 4 \ [/ N Al 1

50
6LAD
. THAT I g W
CAN ENJOY 20
TOUCHING WaRM
SOMEONE. -

St 1)



IT5 NOT
THAT I DON'T
WANT TO
HAVE SEX.

I WISH SHE

WoLuLp sToP
TREATING ME
LIKE A CHILD.

THIS THAT GIRL
mMUsT SAID THAT
BE THE MORE
WHAT YOU TOUCH,
SHE THE DEEPER
MEANT. YOUR LOVE
GETS.

I'VE
FANTASIZED
ABOUT
HAVING
SEX WITH A
WOMAN...

«.MANY,
MANY
TIMES.,

I THOUGHT
THAT THERE
WAS NOTHING
FOR ME TO
BE AFRAID
OF TOO...




How Do WE
RE|ATIONSHIP?



re Not in Sync!

s

We

Chapter 7



MIWA

= y ‘,.x J....‘....‘._ —
- A
— Yy / —— Pl




OBVIOUS
YOU DON'T
REALLY
WANT IT!

CAN JusT
GO AHE-

FREAKIN'
ouT!

YOU'RE
ALL STIFF

THAT’S
NOT
TRUE!
I'M
FINE!




OR,
WAIT...
IS THAT
WHAT
YOU'RE
INTO...?7

I'M NOT

> INTERESTED

IN FORCING
GIRLS
TO DO
SOMETHIN'
THEY
DON'T
WANNA!

Ak ohe
MIWA IF I
SHE'S

STAYING I

FOR

DINil:lER N\

You
SHOULD
HEAD
HOME.

I'LL REPLACE
YOUR BASS
STRINGS
TONIGHT
AND BRING
IT BACK
TOMORROW!

BN

NOT THAT
I'M NOT
ATTRACTED




e WA'R|
4 ‘ 2% — @. NO, 1
B ™ / \J '.) || DIDN'T.
:_ )
»} /-
SAE, - &

YOu DO
IT, SHIN!

DINNER’S
7]  ALMOST
| DONE,
50 WIPE
f=\ OFF THE
|

G TABLE!

THIS
SUCKS,
\ N
P
7 i /
A50
Bl ..HAVING
o 70 “GET
i i READY.” .

\‘w""“@ \
Q(O«: \
Q@Qp
0\ =
‘\00 & (g( N \\
&
=

R

I MEAN,

MIWA’S

A FIRST-
TIMER, 50
I GET THAT
/T8 GONNA

BE A THING




IS SEX

REALLY THAT
SCARY?

7 T 1ot
A
& ANYTHING
s EXCEPT
PERSON gL 1 WAS
A| SUPER-{/ AAAT?!
DUPER WeLL
INTERESTED e
IN SEX,
TO BE
HONEST!

MY

PURE.

MOTIVES b
WEREN'T |

~
BUT SAEKO,
WHAT YOU'RE NOT
WAS YOUR A VIRGIN :
FIRST TIME EITHER, {

LIKE, RIGHT?

WHA-
STOP
YELLING
ABOUT
IT!



I MEAN,
IS IT ALL
RIGHT FOR

I Just
WANTED TO
LOSE MY
VIRGINITY
ASAP.

IT DION'T
REALLY

WE WERE TAKE ME
IN THE LONG TO

M GET A
ifu;f BOYERIEND.
WE GOT
ALONG
AND HE
wAS A
COOL GUY.
A Gooo
LY.

50 I MADE
SURE TO
60 70
A HIGH
SCHOOL
. AND I WHERE

RESTARTED ~ NOBODY

MY LIFE A5
A "NORMAL
PERSON.”

ANYHOW, AT THAT
POINT IN MY LIFE,
I GUESS I WAS
TRYING TO BE
‘WORMAL.”

cuz IN MIDDLE
SCHOOL, PEOPLE
WERE ALWAYS
TELLING ME I
WAS A FREAK.




I THOUGHT
"OH, NOW
I'lL BE
NORMAL...”

Is
THIS
‘WORMAL”
2




THAT'S
WHAT
RELEASED
ALL THOSE

THOUGHTS.

1 1
TED
WA Bewe R
HONEST "NORMAL” WANNA
DESIRES sUCKs! BUT, You
, OUT WITH KNOW, THAT
: GIRLS! ...S0RT OF ONE TASTE
BREAK'NG OF \\NORMAL'J‘I

ME OUT
G BDED P

THAT’S
NOT THE
PROBLEM

HERE!!

lt's not (ke !
neves di

either!! v

another dodes % /4

WHO'S
GREAT
AT IT
AND-

ANYWAY,

50 WHEN i)
IT CAME
KINDA HOW
TO SEX,
. THINGS
I WASN'T WERE FOR
ESPECIALLY

AFRAID OR
EXCITED...




UGHHH...

BUT, HEY, FOURTH
I DIDN'T  PERIOD
REALIZE WENT SO
THERE LONG!
WAS A

CAFE 50

CLOSE TO 5

SCHOOL! g /

WHAT
\ WERE
‘. _ You TWO

TALKING

NOT
MUCH

Why are
gou S‘Ltt‘-“g
next to eath

NOTHING
IMPOR-
TANT,
ANYWAY.
WET'S JUST GET
THIS OVER WITH,”
AND "I CAN'T JUST P ™
LEAE WY TERTVER N recume  <ure
JUST MIWA
LIKE
SHE WAS I WAs
RUSHING 80 BACK
HARD... THEN.
...SHE WAS
LEAVING
HER OWN
FEELINGS
BEHIND.

AH, THAT'S
RIGHT... I
WAs IN A
RUSH BACK
THEN.

'y
WANTED
TO GROW
UP RIGHT
AnAy.




501
BETTER
WAIT

.70 CATCH

FOR HER
FEELINGS

up 170 THE
STUFF I

WANNA DO
WITH HER.

T

YOU'RE
GOO0D,
THOUGH
[

WHAT
DO You

GUITARIST
SAEFO

OOH...
Y’KNOW, TS
STARTING
TO ACTUALLY
SOUND LIKE
A SONG!




: e Y
WHAT ..BUT PRETTY
CAN'T, YOU GUYS 21 B?—:liggl—: THE GOOD,
TNE SHOULD 3 BASS IN MY
6OT PRACTICE HOOK LINE... OPINION
TOGETHER! ‘

I

SAY?!

LEAST

YOU,
TSURUTA!

OOH,
DENIED!

THE
HELL
YOu

AT

AINT

HOW

‘BOUT WE

PRACTICE
THEN?

MIWA

...DON'T
YOU HAVE
SECOND
PERIOD
FREE
TOMOR-
ROW?

WHAT
ABOUT
IN THE

EVENING

?

WELL, 1
HAVE AN
EARLY SHIFT
TOMOR-

ROW.

UMM

THAT’S
WHEN
I WAS
HOPING
TO WRITE
My
PAPER.




WELL, I'M THIS
WORKING SUR JOB 15
FOR YOU. FOR
LET’S JusT YOUR

SAY THAT.

yYou
KNOW,
LATELY
I'VE BEEN
FEELING
LIKE YOU'RE
AVOIDING
ME!

MIWA,
you
ARE THE

CH
MY GOD,
YOU'RE
KIDDING
ME. YOU'RE
THAT BAD

AT LYING
7l

MAN, WE
JUST CAN'T
SYNC UP,
CAN WE?

GOTTA
WORK
THAT DAY.

HEY, WHAT
ABOUT
EVENING ON
THIS DAY,
SAEKO?




LOOK,

You
DON'T
HAVE TO .1 JUST
WORRY WANTED TO
ABOUT RECIPROCATE
YOUR
I’LL  THAT.
FEELINGS,
THAT’S ALL.

T'LL
GO TO

YOUR PLACE
AGAN, 1
PROMISE

...AND
THIS TIME,
I WON'T
ACT LIKE
I'M
AFRAID.

DON'T GIVE
ME THAT
DEPRESSED
LOOK...

118
REALLY
GONNA

BRING ME

DOWN.




GUYS BEEN
GETTIN’
CLOSE
LATELY?

You

..WE'RE

GETTIN'

ALONG?
NORMALLY

SHE'S
ACTUALLY A
LEGENDARY
PRO
GUITARIST,
YOU KNOW!

HOW’S

IT GOING,
PRO

SAEKO?

HUHH?
SAEKO’S
A PRO?
WHAT'S

/

-..THAT
WAS
PROB-
ABLY THE
ORIGIN, I
GUESS.

YEAH

WHAT?! IS THIS
BECAUSE OF
THAT FAILED

SEX ATTEMPT?!

WELL,
| MAYBE
v THERE'S
A LITTLE
ISSUE.

I FEEL il
LIKE
WE'VE
BEEN
PASSIN
EACH
OTHER
BY.




/\A Lo HEY, IS
...5OME- DO 1 NAH, THﬁ:Sg NI‘E-
TIMES M IT's  Pur || YOURE { 75 . SHOULDN'T
HESITATING  LIKE  THIS FINE. | ; BE AROUND
AND I JUST - ? g FOR?!
CAN'T GET

THINGS <
. IFI'M IN
THE WAY,
YOU CAN
TELL ME TO
SHOVE OFF

LOOKING

AND THEN ...AND HARD AT
I REALLY SHE'S MY EXPRES-
EEEL LIKE GOoT SION...
I'M ABOUT THESE
TO DO PUPPY
SOMETHING = DOG EYES
== S ON.

I FEEL
LIKE SHE’S

GOING

G, 1 AFTER ME

MIWA’S THINK T INSTEAD

1 BET You e, GET THAT OF THE
LIKE, FEELING. OTHER WAY

THINK THAT WEIRDLY ROUND?

SHE CAN BE PESSIMIS- ?

KIND OF A PAIN TIC SOME-

IN THE ASS. TIMES?




LT
DOESN'T
REALLY GET
TO THE
POINT OF
BEING A
PAIN...

HH, WOW!
YOU SHOULDA
SAID
GIGAT AWAY

IGHT AWAY,
A bae  IF YOU WERE

HAVE THE
RIGHT TO
SAY THAT,
HUH?




TELL HER!
C’MON,
SAY IT!




How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



How Do WE
RELATIONSHIP?



I
REALLY DID
IT THIS
TIME!!

CERTAINLY
1S...

UGHH....
WHAT A
FREAKIN
MESS,

SURE 1S

NICE OUT

TODAY,
HUH?

WE ALL
APOLO-

«50 1 GIZED
THOUGHT  AND
IT WAS STUFF
ALL GOOD
AND FINE

AGAIN...

UMM

DIDN'T
THAT

WHOLE uM-uo

THING GET
CLEARED




IT WAS

My BIG
. MOUTH

Er'f;% THAT DID

WOULD T
STIL BE

OTHER-
WISE,

PAYING CLOSE
ATTENTION TO
EACH OTHER...
BEING ABLE TO
PICK UP ON
THINGS....
TRYING TO
ONE-UP EACH

OR 50 I
THOUGHT

LY ALL, NAH,

.50 DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT

CALLING ME

A FAIN OR
ANYTHING.

IT REALLY |
SEEMED
LIKE IT

WAS STILL
BOTHER-
ING HER.

L WAS

I DON'T
NEED
GIRL-

FRIENDS.

(A
( ;

THATS
WHY
WHEN I
GOT TO
COLLEGE

IT WAS My
FALLT, TOO,
FOR EAVES-
DROPPING ez

IT'5, LIKE,

ACTUALLY
REALLY
HARD?

IT8A 4
HUNDRED
TIMES l
EASIER I
70 HANG || (=]
out witH ('@
GUYS.

8,

—




IT
REALLY
il b
WANNA BE
T WANNA
IN A BAND 3o

WITH MEZ/

I THOUGHT - AND ... WERE

THEY NEVER IF THEY ALWAYS
WHINED OR WEREN'T JUDGING
SAID WHAT THE THEMSELVES

THEY REALLY  PRINCESS, AGAINST
FELT, cuz THEY OTHER

THAT MEANT COULON'T PEOCPLE...

LOSING. DEAL.

I THOUGHT WOMEN
WERE ALL PRIDE
AND LIES, LIKE THEY
COULDN'T HELP IT.

JusT
HANGING
OUT AND
ADMIRING

'EM MAKES

ME HAPFY,

Y'KNOW?

/'///////,‘///

YOUVE
GOT A
GREAT

s SINGING

I VOICE?/

AND YOU'VE
ALSO GOT
THIS GREAT
MIX OF
CUTENESS
AND
MATURITY...

I WA ( [,l. \\Q

siockep. |\ "\
AN

5 0; I ’IM
KINDA
FLAIN,

you
.BUT I KNOW
REALLY
LOOK UP
TO GIRLS
LIKE YOU,
ALL CUTE
AND FUN...




IT8 LIKE...
WHAT WAS I
POING WITH
MY LIFE UP
TiLL NOW?

) THEY'RE

IT's 30 NICE.
FREAKING
HILARIOUS.

ITs
COM-
FORTABLE
BEING
WITH
THEM.

AND THEN I
ADDED MORE,
ONE BY ONE.
SAEKO AND
MIWA...

BUT NOW I
LIKE THEM
BOTH...

S0 THEN WE
WENT AND
FORMED
A BAND
TOGETHER.

HEARD THE
TWO OF
THEM WERE
DATING...

L WAS, LIKE,
"EW, WHAT'S
S0 GREAT

.50 I WANT
2 70, ABOUT GIRLS,”

THEM TO BE Al
HapPy - AND ALL.
TOGETHER. i )

Y
...CAN YOU ¥ AND THAT’S
NOT MAKE WHY T AM
WEIRD GONNA TAKE
SPEECHES RESPONSIBIL-
WHILE WE'RE ITY AND GET
DOING THEM TO
MAKE UP!!
FOR THEIR
LOVE! AND
FOR ME
FRI |
WITH g
THEM!

W \\ \ AN




SURE,
BUT I
WANT

YOou TO
HANG
OouT A
LITTLE!

Yoor
foom s

MY

HOUSE
IS FAR
AWAY,
S0 1D
LIKE

FAMILY'S  YOUR
OWN.

LIVE ON

WELL, ITS
NOT LIKE
YOU'RE
HIDING IT!

You
GUYS ARE
WAY TOO

AWKWARD!!

3

159

HEY,
MIWA...
I'M
GONNA GET
STRAIGHT
TO THE
OINT AND
uave  © Asmf
THINGS
BEEN
GOING
OKAY WITH
SAEKO

LATELY?




THAT WAS ...HEARD YOU
WHAT  HAVE
OF AN HAPPENED
ACCIDENT. res
ROOM,

THEN?

BUT OUR
SCHEDULES
HAVEN'T
BEEN
...AND  MATCHING e :
ITIS up." it T Y e
JusT
BECOMING

PRETTY
OoBVIOUS...

o

... THAT
EVERYONE'S
STARTING TO
THINK OF ME
AS A PAIN.

L
CAN DEAL
WITH IT
IF THAT'S
WHAT RIKA
THINKS,
1 BUT
JusT SAEKO

WISH
SAEKO
HAD...

...DENIED
(T, YOU
KNOW?

160



}JLW

DON'T
COME  ervil

JusTt
LISTEN!

BUT THAT
DOESN'T
MEAN
ANY OF
Us HATE
YOU.

ALL RIGHT,
SORRY,
BUTI

GOTTA BE

AND ANYWAY,
ISNT THERE
ANYTHING
ABOUT SAEKO
THAT DRIVES
YOU NUTS?

NOTHING!
OF COURSE
NOT!!

THERE HAS
TO BE AT
LEAST ONE
THING...?

( HONEsTLY,
N F You
. DIDN'T HAVE
7 YOUD AT | paST

BECOME
THE eNemy ONE FLAW,

IT'D BE
OF EVERY
WoWAN  CRAZY!




THAT’S
ONE
HECK OF
A LIST...

/. THOUGH

ALSO, IF SHE THAT INTERESTED

COULD AT DOESN'T IN FOOLING
LEAST DRESS BOTHER AROUND

UP FOR ME IF THE NO MATTER
DATES... MOOD |5  WHAT..

RIGHT.

SHE’S
ALWAYS

AND SHE
DOES
BEHAVE
IRRESPON-
SIBLY FROM

1

SUPPOSE |

SHE'S
TOO

FLIPPANT [

UMM...
IF YOU'RE
GOING TO
FORCE IT
OuT OF
ME...

v

THAT’S
WHY TS
NOT A BIG

DEAL.

YEP.
I BET
IT’S THE
SAME
FOR

I DON'T
HATE HER
FOR ALL
THOSE
THINGS!

[

IN FACT,
THERE
ARE LOTS
OF TIMES
WHEN I
STOP TO
THINK “OH,
I REALLY
DO CARE
FOR HER.”

...LOVE
TROUBLES
REALLY

PRETTY
GOOD AT
THIS
KIND OF




I GUESS
SHE FEELS
RESPONSIBLE
FOR STARTING
THIS WHOLE

THING.

...BUT

LWHO MR
ASKED ME  TuE
TO SEE  ONE...
WHAT 1
CouLD Po

«SHE
TOLD ME
NOT TO SAY
ANYTHING...

PLEASE,
IT'S ALL
FOR THE
SAKE OF
LOVE/

IT'S ALL
BECAUSE
I SAD
SOMETHING
STUPID
AGAIN/

MAKING
EVERY-
ONE
WORRY
LIKE

I CAN'T
BELIEVE
MYSELF.




I DUNNO
WHAT TO
DO.

WHEN I
THOUGHT
ABOUT
EVERYTHING
THAT'S HAP-
PENED...

il
SUDDENLY
JUST GOT

HUH?
ABOUT
WHAT?
HOW'D  ANYTHING \\\\%\’% ) |
You ABOUT e
KNOW THAT. sty 1E 1T%S
I WAS ABOUT MIWA,
THINKING l —{  IT'LL BE JusT
ABOUT \ FINE!
MIWA? -
Y’KNOW,
AH, MIWA WHEN You AND WHAT
REALLY IS SAID IT, DO You
A PAIN IN I KINDA MEAN,
THE AsS. REALIZED IT'LL BE
THE WHOLE

NOTHING
REALLY.




IF I Just
DENIED IT,
IT'D BE
NOTHIN" BUT
A STOPGAP,
RIGHT?

MMN j\_/ﬁ

BUT I DON'T
REALLY KNOW
WHAT I
SHOULDA
SAID
INSTEAD.

THAT’S
WHY I
COULDN'T
SAY NO
RIGHT
AWAY.

THIS 1S

A FIRST
FOR ME.

ABOUT,
'SHE'S A
PAIN, BUT
I LOVE
HERIO"?




I'VE NEVER
THOUGHT SO
HARD ABOUT
THE PERSON
I'M DATING
BEFORE.

...BEEN
IN LOVE
WITH
wliKE SOME-
THAT? ONE...

WHAT A
) sHITSHOW!




THIS

LIKE I'VE
GOTTA
FORCE

THINGS!!

THING
WITH
MIWA
AND ;
STILL 5O
AWKWARD
WITH EACH =
OTHER!!
A
This is
oy 1 HATE
people in THIS!
the same HOW'RE WE
band can't GONNA DO
OUR FIRST
CONCERT
WITH THIS
HANGIN’
OVER Us?

e — o S/
1/ weL,
I LeTs GET PHEW
|| BACkTO e
R o
%Vgo}{ | LIKE WE'VE
=i A~ coT ALL THE
' B | EQUIPMENT
SQUARED

AWAY.

: aiev -
il 4

YEAH.




CAN'T

WE JUST

NO, YOU UNLOCK IT

CAN'T! FROM THE
THAT'S INSIDE?

NOT
ALLOWED

DON'T YOU  I'M THE
FEELEVENA  ONE
LITTLE BAD  SAYING
FOR YOUR  “HUH?”
| BANDMATES?I  I!

UNTIL YOU
MAKE
UP WITH
EACH
OTHER!!

CONCERT
TO GO
SMOOTHLY,
WITH NO
DRAMA...

+.BUT YOU'RE
DESTROYING
THAT WITH
YOUR
RELATIONSHIP
DRAMAL!




NO,

, you
PROM- I'M
GE,  SERI- mog'!me
&ON"r ous. BUT-

MAD!

I GUESS
EVERYONE'S
GOT A FEW
THINGS THEY
DON'T LIKE
ABOUT THEIR
PARTNER.

...ALREADY
BLOWN
OVER FOR
ME.




=
...YOU'v AND
BEEN THEE BESIDES,
COLD FEEL
ONE LIKE...

AND EVEN
IF 1IDID,
THE TWO OF
US HAVE BEEN
AT CROSS-
PURPOSES
MOST OF THE
TIME LATELY.

MIGHT
END UP
THINKIN'

..AS A
PAIN IN MY
ASS, EVEN

IN THE

FUTURE.

fgﬁiﬁ

Hagpw

50 WE'RE
BOTH IN THE
SAME BOAT,
REALLY...

I8 THIS
UsSHI'S

sh

INFLUENCE
2 4

ATTITUDE
ABout
T

TO BRING
IT UP AND
ALL.

J

‘00 e SO QOOd
at ’LA\\’-L"\%
peoP\P« n

gan&\'a'u y

WOW...

EVEN

THOUGH
YOU'VE
GOT A

GOLDEN

TONGLE.

170




BUT
EVEN
TAKIN’
THAT INTO
ACCOUNT

—

NN®

I THINK
ALL OF
IT’S CUTE.
ALL OF
YOU.

I...
LOOK AT
YOU AND
I'M LIKE...
SHE'S SO




REALLY

vee o




WHATS | TCH!
T THAT | THEY WERE
LIKE THEIR ’
SONG’S ALMOST
START- THERE...

~

ING. .




ow I

END LP
HELPING
THEM
AFTER ~
- AlL...? S
AND THE
CONCERT
/5 GOING I
WELL. THINK S0.
L THEY
MADE UP,
ANYWAY,

AN

I'Mso

cooL!

I CAN

oorr

FI

NOWI TRY!
THIS HAVE NO
ISN'T A REGRETS

CRYING LEFT.

THERE’S

BEFORE
SOME- WE DO
OUR

LAST

174



WHA-

HUH,
WAIT,  WHAT
FOR 7!

REAL?!

e

—_——
— S
ey

B A ikt A W,

R SN Ve
Y \ |
v
\ !
N A [/ Y
‘;3 2 1 [F "

N

"
M7 =
— I‘\l .‘.::J.»‘ ‘. F || N
Il N I‘, // TSURUTAAA... \ ;
wwas 8=/ GIRLS HATE SAEKO'S Iys G ED
wHo ||l T\ THAT, YOU KINDA cooL IF IS OUR
ASKED I 4 KNOW? NERVE. EVERYONE FIRST-YEAR
=l=l5 : P CONCERT

SAEKO. ISN'T

HERE! CELEBRA-
TION!

N ““\It’:-{mu.'j p
b \_.(
i Y



Watt, yov
sestovsly
S haven't glven
vp et
Tsoruta

BUT NOW, HONESTLY, AT
THEY'RE, LIKE, FIRST I WAS
REALLY IN LIKE, WAIT...
LOVE, TWO GIRLS
YKNOW? CAN DATE?

...;gsE:zE JE&H I WAS THANKS
s || ToTALLY FOR THE
o STOKED SURPRISE,
PRISES ! A
COMING,

TOO.

176



J) "y
|

MAYBE NEXT

TIME I'LL TRY
TO FIND A REAL
LOVE LIKE THAT.

7277277777774

BUT FIRST
I’LL HAVE TO
GET RID OF ALL
MY FRIENDS-
WITH-
BENEFITS.

177
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[RELATIONSHIP?



HAPPY
BIRTHDAY,

SAEKO!!

BUT THIS
IS THE
SECOND  HUHH
== CAKEOF 7
THE DAY!

N

S R

BESIDES, 1 WANTED
YOU LOVE TO MAKE
CAKE, SURE TO
DON'T CELEBRATE
BOTH TIMES,
ANYWAY.

GETTING

SPOILED AHHH
JUST AFTER
WE MADE
LUP FROM A e

I FIGHT 15 KIND
ACTU-  OF A TICKLY
ALLY FEELING.

‘T y. That's
pretty

obutous )

Chapter 9: Body and Soul



AWl AH'
wow, ACTU-
A- HOW ALLY
ALTHOUGH ~ MUCH'RE ffo%o;
| Icuess  You PRESENT
( IAMTHE  GONNA 100
gL ONE WHO  GIVE ME '
ASKED TODAY
FOR A 7
SURPRISE.

...THINGS

HAVE BEEN

AH

HAD
FAITH
THAT
WE'D
MAKE

up.

50 TOUGH
BETWEEN
US LATELY
...AND
You STILL
DID ALL
THIS STUFF

BESIDES,

IT'S ALL
ALL RIGHT
THOSE  NOW.

THINGS

HAP-
PENED...
BUT




wIm

gmunPAA2

I NOTICED
THAT YOuU
ALWAYS
WEAR THE
SAME
EARRINGS.

I THOUGHT

YOU MIGHT

LIKE A NEW
PAIR.

-..UNLESS
THOSE
ARE
SENTI-
MENTAL?




HEY, HOW

‘BOUT I
GO TO THE
BATHROOM
AND PUT
THESE ON

HONESTLY,
I Just
GOT ‘EM
PIERCED
ON A
WHIM.

I'M GLAD
10D BUTL
REALIZED LATER
THAT I'M NOT
REALLY INTO
CHANGING MY
ACCESSORIES
ALL THE TIME.

I WAS
THINKIN' I'D
JUST LET
'EM GROW
-'ﬁ’ﬁT OVER
dapy WY
DIDN'T,

BUT THEN
WE HAD
EXAMS AN
GRADUATION

I GUESS
/T ALL JUST
PETERED oUT
ON TS OWN.

I DIDN'T
TAKE THEM
OUT BECAUSE
SHE GAVE ME
THE SAME
EARRINGS 5O
WE colLD

WAs THAT

AND THERE THE LAST
SHE WAS WAS THIS YEAR
LIKE, LET’S GIRL I OF HIGH

PIERCE KINDA SCHOOL?
OUR EARS LIKED...
TOGETHER!




IF Tz
WASN'T REALLY
SERIOUS ABOUT
THIS...

Burt
DOING
IT LIKE
THIS... ../T'D BE NO
B/6 DEAL FOR
ME TO PUT

THESE ON.

/T8 LIKE
NOW I
TOTALLY
BELONG

TO MIWA.

SAEKO,
THOSE
LOOK
JUST AS
GOOD AS
I HOPED!

/|

) W

=<




SOUL...

WAIT A
sl BTILL = .
§ | HMM. ... SEC, ISN'T
‘ BELONGING
HER, BODY AND ’ ’:'f%f 7O MIWA

W,

TO ME?! j\/

L~

THE
TRAIN
STATION’S
THE
OTHER

RESERVA-
TION...

HEY,
MIWA,
WHERE

You
GOIN'?

AHH...
I'M
iT FULL!
FEELS
LIKE A LOT

HAPPENED

LAST
TRAIN'S
COMING

UP, RIGHT
2

X

You
DON'T
HAVE TIME
TO TAKE A
DETOUR.




SO MANY
JOKES 1
WANNA
MAKE,
BUT...

\Y

g

AND, LIKE, DO LOVE
WHAT KIND HOTELS

OHHH! OF LOVE EVEN

YEEJSGP 7 > HOTELISITIF TAKE
over o [ YOUGOTTA  RESER-
OVER! RESERVE A VATIONS

ROOM?! 21




JUST START
BY GOING

BECAUSE
I WAS
SUPER
EMBAR-
RASSED
WHEN I

MADE THE

RESERVA-
TION...

DON'T
RUSH
YOUR-

YOu.

BESIDES,
I TOLD
You 1'D
WAIT FOR

SO,
SHOULD
I CANCEL

IT?

N
2

2N

THIS 1S
AWFLL...




WITH THIS,
MIWA?! WHAT
HAPPENED
7O YOUR
CAN-DO
ATTITUDE?!

% /8
AWFLULL!

I MEAN,
WE'RE
STAYIN
THE NIGHT,
RIGHT?
THAT'S
NORMAL!
I NEED TO
SHOWER!

C'MON, 1
DON'T HAVE
TO HAVE A

REASON!!

187

UH... I'M
GONNA
GO TAKE A
SHOWER




WEARING
CLOTHES.

ON! EVEN
IF WE'RE
BOTH
GIRLS...

M-MIWAJ
YOU'RE
"1 SERIOUSLY
GOOFY!
YOU WERE
WAY TOO
FLUS-
TERED!

WE'RE
BOTH GIRLS, ¢
RIGHT? ISN'T

THIS KINDA
THING
NORMAL??




SAEKO...
UM...
DON'T

TELL ME...

THIS ISN'T
YOUR FIRST
TIME DOING
THIS KIND OF

YOU DON'T Wi ecdTS B
e ol |y
A3 WOMAN  AHOTEL  MEAN
OBVIOUSLY SEE
SHOCKED...

AGO.

\

\ LOOK,
)y JUST HURRY
POLITE UP AND
TO WASH SHOWER!
MY HAIR
GOT A LOT OR NOT?

TO SAY
¢ ABOUT




S0 CUTE.

SHE'S
50
INNO-
CENT.

REALLY 15
HER FIRST
TIME.

I KINCA
WIsH I HAD
THOUGHT
ALITTLE
MORE
ABOUT IT.

I KINDA
WASTED
/T, DIODN'T

PURE AND
INNOCENT
WHEN IT
WAS My
FIRST
TIME?

I DON'T
REMEMBER.



WOW,
IT FEELS
GREAT!

MASSAGE
CHAIR!
I DIDN'T
KNOW THEY
HAD THESE!

I THINK
THERE'S
A GOOD
SHOW

PROMISE.




I Just
DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO

IN THIS

KIND OF

SITUATION.

THIS
CAN Just
BE A
REGULAR

oLD Z
KAY SLEEPOVER.
7

...WE
JusT
TAKE
TURNS
GETTING
OFF.

N INSTEAD OF

BOTH OF US
HAVING OUR
DESIRES
SATISFIED AT
THE SAME
TIME...

I
UNDER-
..THAT  STAND
THERE'S N MY
NOTHING HEAD...
TO BE
AFRAID

WE'RE BOTH

YOU.
= =t

GIRLS, SO
AND (TS NOT LIKE
NOTHING  WE CAN GET
GROSS 1S PREGNANT.
GONNA
GO INSIDE

192



SOMETIMES
I WONDER...
CAN YOU EVEN
CALL WHAT
TWO GIRLS DO
TOGETHER...

PR

THERE’'S ACTU- SEX
A MORE  ALLY! ISN'T
BASIC JusT...YOU
ISSUE KNOW.
AT
HAND!

I'M
/! TELLING

YOU I JusT
DON'T
KNOW!

M

YEAH, BUT
IF YOU DONT,
THEN I'D
REALLY BE
FORCING YOU,
AND T JusT
CAN'T DO
THAT! -2




I WANTED TO
HAVE SEX WITH YOU
SINCE BASICALLY
THE MINUTE WE
STARTED DATING,
TO BE HONEST!!

HONESTLY,
I GET
REALLY
HORNY!!

OF COURSE

I WANT TO

DO IT WITH
you.

.50
THERE'S
THAT...




...BUT I ALSO
GET THIS
FEELING THAT
THE MOMENT
THE SWITCH
IS FLIPPED,
THERE'S NO
TURNING

N

A WAIIT,  MEAN?
NOLT ‘h THAT'S
DIDN'T KIND OF
MeAN IT ¥ SUPER-
IN A ) HOTI!
SEXY
WAY!

YOU'RE
HEAVY!







TO MAKE
YOU MINE,
BODY AND

-
PROMISE...
T'LL BE 50
GENTLE...

...TURN
OFF
THE

LIGHTS




How Do WE
[RELATIONSHIP?



And That's How It Goes

700
QUICK N J—
70
ASK IF gt
/ PEOPLE
I CAN THE OLD
navee  T7E ONCE-
DATE
THEM.

ALL RIGHT,

F
THAT’S [T/
I'M GONNA g
use coltece|| H
A% A CHANCE
N roeuo || £
new wuman | |4y
recation- || %
3 AC | , SHIPS! %
MAKE \ N = AN L NG 600D
FRIENDS \ LN y
WITH NO A/l : \\ N/ il
‘ﬁ;ﬁf&gg | TN CATEGORIZE
\ PEOPLE
LIKE THAT,
. AND
THEN 1L |/
FIND A
PURE,
TRUE
LOVE-
{7 Thank
7 Yov very
ACTU- moch
ALLY,
7
TAKE
5
K.
I
REALLY 7
WANNA
BANG
THIS
CHICK!!




|deal First Kiss

llll

|
'""““ llhhnl“"M““‘

rfi III’II

I|\ |

4 \ =
e o
g |
NEVER  STIL IN HEY!
IDD
K|FIRST9 W | THOUGHT S%HOSE. WHAT’S
It )\ ABOUT DUMMY. _ YOUR
H IT. - IDEAL
H : “ FIRST
1- M X)._ ~+ - | KES
X - ' .
b % :
N2 2p 4 SIgl
o @G AT 5 T (1 =k
i -..: |'|I I
| AL
N I i —
g 1'D LIKE
La IT TO
BE WITH
o SOMEONE
M GROWN-UP
AND
Q0 & < ) AWESOME
WE'D KIsS “ A : Y
AND SAY
‘1 LOVE
You”... ), ...AND NOT N
JUST THIS DUMPY
ATV \ ) WASTELAND.
SHOW OR i SOMEWHERE
SOMETHING. WITHVIIKE:RETTY
p L
NO
THERE'S WAYYY!!
T
REALLY
You WITH WANT
KNOW BEING A SOMETHING
WHAT,  ROMANTIC WHOAAA, | [KE THAT,
IM l:r\m' : ’111 | | ' - 'ﬁ’*”l : %%%L Milveaz:
THAT 1‘ ||| i‘i ROMANTIC!
100! LN ;
h |||| |||||||;.||I' mw‘”””””""“ s, “m

I

!1111

A ”\”‘A...b"’ i




YEAH, YOU ahEis
NEVER TALK oy
ABOUT
THAT KIND Wcpid
OF STUFF, P
SAEKO.
RIGHT
NOW?
UHHH?

A

WHATLL
THEY
po?

LATELY
I'VE BEEN
GETTING
KINDA
FULL OF
MYSELF...

MIWA?!

I TOTALLY YOU MEAN
WQ:;JO THAT
MORE!! seiﬁgm

GIRL?!
DAMN
/T, I'M : S
JUST N
Lacky, - W
Lucky, ' : M NO WAY,
AREN'T . (¥ HOW'D You

GET HER?!




How Do WE
[RELATIONSHIP?



THANKS FOR
PICKING LUP
VOLUME 1 OF
My comic!

* ‘ Sorry
HELLO!
aboout I'M THE
My, oh CREATOR,
TAMIFULL.

L

AND THAT
SEEMED LIKE |
A GOOD
TOPIC FOR
SOME EXTRAS
IN THE BOOK!

WHY DID YOU
DECIDE ON
HOW DO WE
RELATIONSHIP?
FOR THE
TITLE?

O
: ¢ I wAs
& TRYING TO
FIGURE
b [ T OUT WHAT
<l 70 orAW
,, qrFor
N \ THE END
OF THE
2¢ BOOK.,..

AND I
was AT
A CoMIC
MEETING

/’/,l
‘11 )
oy INRNIIRIAY b,
| T

wd TP
PROBABLY
BE THE USUAL

MEETS GIRL,
THEY FALL IN
LOVE, THEY
DECIDE TO
GO OUT.
THE END...

PATTERN, GIRL

IF I WAS
GOING
TO DRAW
SOMETHING
THAT ENDED
AFTER A
SINGLE
ISSUE...

WANT TO
LOVE WRITE
BETWEEN  gome-
GIRLS! THING
5\'&1'”“ ABOUT
S MY
PN, LESBIANS

I'0 ALREADY
STARTED
WHAT MAKING
| SHOULD COMICS FOR
1 DRAW THIS SERIES
FOR As AN INDIE
ARTIST...

COMITIA®
'l
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WHY DO

e ROMANCES
ALWAYS
. END...
— (Wl .. WHEN
THEY DECIDE
__‘ TO START
— DATING?!
I MEAN,
HEAR ABOUT WHAT IF Least |% PROBABLY
ANNIVERSARIES ¥, You Just THAT'S |35> | BECAUSE
FIGHTS O, STICK 'EM WHAT & THATS
womgs' RIGHT PEOPLE s | THE MOST
ABOUT THE TOGETHER? THINK. Wﬁ,ﬁrw
FUTUREQ ... Pl
AND ALL THE
D[FFERENT l.. \D\J?’ 1500\
FEELINGS THAT Lok do 400
COME AFTER e, ¢!
THE DATING Sty
sTARTS- 1 .“n& Mlgf'{fe'“b
WANNA READ ¢ the
ABOUT THAT! heat--_

DON'T
YOU THINK
STORIES THAT
TALK ABOUT
THESE KINDS OF
RELATIONSHIPS

ARE FEW
I AND FAR
WONDER ~ BETWEEN?
WHY?
ARE THEY
JUST NOT
SWEET
ENOLGH
2

| gquess | can go
with them For now.

| wanna
brag to
everuone
that l've

oot a
partner.

PLUS, FICTIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS
LEAVE oUT
ALL THE
COMPROM/SE
AND SELF-
INTERESTED
CALCULATIONS
THAT REAL
RELATIONSHIPS
HAVE.
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[ .18 80 | o2 BUT THE IDEA OF

INTERESTING Lo WO A RELATIONSHIP
I8 NOT A AND e WHERE YOU'RE
SO-CALLED PURE DRAMATIC oot e TRYING TO LOVE
ROMANCE, BUT 70 ME THAT W ™ T, SOMEONE YOU'RE
I8 JUST FINE! I CAN HARDLY wed 1, NOT QUITE SURE
S0 I THOUGHT STAND IT! rco 000 | YOU EVEN LIKE...
ABOUT THAT FOR e
A WHILE...
N\ ~
| Hon?! 2o \

Tell me
®”
» ,'A Ip exactly how

.wn0 ‘\ thar? Phat Feels:
w\‘as"- @ e e

hapoy.. pigsets

AT

%

. AND I
My CAME P
RELATIONSHIP e
I1SN'T TTLE
PRETTY? HOW DO WE
NO wAay! RELATION-
S0 THOSE ~ OKAY!” SHIP? IT8
ARE THE LIKE...
KINDS OF WOT SURE
FEELINGS WHAT I'M
I WANT DOING, BUT
you 10 FOR NOW,
TAKE LET’S DATE,
AWAy OKAY>”
FROM
THE
STORY,

THERE'S
NOTHING IT'S
WRONG WITH TOO
A SILLY COMIC SIMPLE?
LIKE THIS ONCE WELL...
IN A WHILE, IS

THERE?

~\

% The End €&




HOW DO WE RELATIONSHIP?

COMMENTARY
TRACK conc

IT WAS
JUST THAT
THE TIMING
MATCHED

up, IS ALL.

OuRr
FIRST KISS
HAPPENED
PRETTY
FAST,
TOO!

ACTUALLY
A LITTLE
SHOCKED...

OH I Just
C'MCSN' WISH IT
. OH, PLUS HAD BEEN
I SAID YOU HAD JusT A LITTLE
I WAS BEEN EATING MILDEWY MORE
SORRY!! A SANDWICH, OLD CLUB ROMAN-
S0 You ROOM. TIC, 1
TASTED LIKE GUESS.
MAYONNAISE.
NOW
THAT 1
THINK
ABOUT IT,
THE WHOLE | SOMEONE
THING WAS [
RIDICU-
LOus.

206



I Just
I1T'S 1 GOT
YOUTH, COULDN'T Cﬁiilfo
IT'S JUST [ )
HeLP i A

ALL!

You
YOU'RE INVITED
JUST ME TO
GREEDY, A HOTEL
SAEKO. PRETTY

FAST

STOP
CALLING
ME A

PAIN!

YOU'LL

BUT YOU
KNOW, 1
FORGIVE ALL
THE PAIN-
IN-THE-ASS
THINGS YOU
DOo...
...50 YOU
SHOULD
FORGIVE
ME WHEN
IGET
CARRIED
AWAY!

/-\,/ N
LOOK, DON'T

HERE  AH. GET MAD,
NEAR C’MON!
THE

Continved in volome 2!



Tamifull

| feel as though the characters | drew
in the margins of my notebook have
come to life. Most of the story has been
thought out already. It's as if Miwa

and Saeko are creating their stories on
their own, so | don’t even know what'll

happen in the next development.
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